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- My Lokp, 


HE Illuſtrious nn Fouquet, ſo- 
| T famous for his Diſgrace, Exile, and long 


Impriſonment in the Caſtle of Pierre en 
Ge at Lyons, was the Author of The Counſels of 
Wiſdom. A Book, if the Opinion of F. Bouhours 


a 2 may 
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may have any Weight with Your Lox SRI, and the 
Reader, that is ſo well, and ſo elegantly written, that 


none of the like Kind can claim a Preference to it: 


It may ſerve; He ſays, to improve our Morals, and 
our Stile at the ſame Time: and no One but this ce- 
lebrated Writer, who was ſo confiderable by his Birth, 
as well as Perſonal Merit, could have been ſo pro- 
Per an /zterpreter of the Sentiments of Salomon, as 
He. As for the Language, it wasineceflary to un- 
derſtand it, as well as this Illuſtrious Reclisſe did, to 
make it ſo univerſally efteem'd as a Pattern of Elo- 
22 by the * rn" of the French Nation. 
tretien fur la Langue Francoiſe. p. 166. 


My Lon p, | 5 NP 
The Treatiſe before You is a convincing Proof, 


— * — ” - 


that the beſt Books of any Kind or Science have 


a 
1 2 


been written by Men of Experience and Knowlege in 


the Affairs of the World: They generally have an- 
other Compaſs in conſidering, weighing and digeſting 
their Thoughts and Conceptions, and ſelect and urge 
what 1s to their Purpoſe, much more pertmently, 
than Men meerly of Contemplation, or who have 


been 2vholly bred up in their Studies: Among the 


Ancients Nato and Xenophon; Ceſar and Tully , Jo- 
ſephns and Antonine: among the Moderns, and our 


| Neighbours, D. Avila, Bentivoglio, Meſſieurs de Thou, 


Rochefaucault and Fenelon; and Bacon, Raleigh, Cla- 


 rendon and Prior, with others of our own Nation, 


are ſo many Inſtances confirming the Truth of this 
Obſervation. *'Tis not my Intention however, at 
preſent, to enter into a Detail of the Queſtion, M He- 
yt, 8 | «ities ther 
123 


DISCOURSE. v 
ther a Life of Action, or Contemplation be bet? I 
am Fog Argument as hitherto managed by the 
Generality of Authors, is a fruitleſs one, and pure- 
ly Declamatory. The Son of Sirach indeed ſays, The 
F/T [dom of a learned Man cometh by the Opportunt- 
ty of Leiſure, and he that hath little Buſineſs, ſhall 
2 wiſe : The Philoſopher again affirms, that im- 
perfectum & languidum Bonum eſt, in Otto, ſine Actu, 
projecta Virtus: To that to come at the Truth in this 
Caſe, we ought to conclude, that it muſt be the Good, 
and not the Eaſe, the Contemplative Life produces; 
and the Wiſdom and Publick Benefit, not the Pri- 
vate Wealth that reſults from the Ave Life, that 
muſt determine this Controverſy. _ * 
But to return to our Aut bor: The Occafion, My 
Lox, of the Treaſurer's Misfortunes, was the Jea- 
louſy of his ambitious Rival Monſieur Colbert. He 
happen'd to deſpiſe too much a Man of low Birth, 
whom he knew not to be ſo great a Perſon by his fin- 
gular Talents and Qualifications. Monſieur Fouquet s 
Reflections upon the XIII“ Maxim of the third Part 
of this Book, are a clear Proof of this Aſſertion: There 
we find him expreſſing himſelf after the following 
ſtrong Manner.  WY* 156.5 DoS JENS J 
Whenever you ſee Perſons of mean Parentage, 
without irre, Nr Merit, exalted to Poſts, 
that you imagine you have a Right to; don't quar- 
rel with Heaven, or Providence about it: Remem- 
ber, tis the nobleſt Inſtance of your Courage, to be 
able and willing to ſuppreſs the Motions of Anger 
and Jealouſy, that are apt to ariſe in the human Breaſt 
upon ſuch Occaſions. Wed Leno Bris Ton 


: 


b 1 


Eee! 
* . 


if they h 


7 1 


VI THE PREFATIONR X 


Ti- These Strokes are:jepere:endugh'; and the 
mpre ſd, for coming wmexpetedty. What ſeems to 
be moſt mortifying, is to be forc d to obey theſe 
Cuitle put over our Heads, when they ſhould be un- 
der our F et! ſuch Wretches! that their o] Beaſts, 
any Underſtanding, would bluſh to ſee 
__ their Backs; and refuſe to carry them! 
ibis lam ſenſable f: But however, the Great 
maintains, we are in the Wrong to be conti- 
nually complaimng:| Theſe Diſorders he aſſerts, have 
been in the Morld for Six Thouſand Vears and up- 
ward; and why ſhould we be aſtoniſhd at them? 
GreateriMen than Ourſelves have ſuffer d as much 
in former Ages, and ſeveral are in the like Circum- 


ſtances at this very Day and if the Number of Un- 


fortunates be any Conſdlation to others who are ſo, 
there is not a Kind of Miſtry: in the Works, that 
has more Comforters than This. 

He often in a Day, do we meetin the Streets of 
Peras, what Ban en Aw in thoſe of Feruſalem; 
Seruaute upon Horſes, and Princes walking upon the 
Eurit Mretches mounted! updn their Horſes of 
State, on loſting in thagnificent Chariots! who, if 
they had their Deſerts, ſhould be obliged to carry, 
or:draw thoſe Perſons/'of Honour, . paſs by on 
Four, in their Way. 10 Ait btt 

-idpw many of the poor Supplicunts, who dail pre- 
ſent their Putitiods with wee in our Courts 
— . — ought to poſſeſs the Places of thoſe Idols 
there adore? How many very learned and re- 
Priefts offexTacenfe/in'the:Churches, to igno- 


rant and wicked 7 * who are ſeated upon „ SE; 
OW 
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How many great Men of all Profeſſions are left in 
Obſcurity, without Employment, without Reputa- 

tion, without Den 0 to le 1 2 
However, be careful that youſhew no Tokens, that 
you imagine the Favours conferr d upon the Wicked 
and Undeſerving, are worthy the Conſideration or 
Concern of a good Man: Let it be rather the Sub- 
ject of your Laughter and Contempt, than of Unea- 

ſineſs and Reſentment. "bj 

Remember, how the Prieſts behave in China, when 
they go into a Statuarys Shop to purchaſe an Idol: 
If they find there a maje/tick ſtately Figure, well 
enough made to repreſent a Dezty, they deſpiſe it, 
and leave it behind them: but if they ſee a defor m d, 
ridiculous, ill. ſbap d horrible Piece, they buy it at any 
Rate, and place it in their Temples, to be adored 
as the Divinity of the Country. This is the Practice 
of the World: Conſider what ought to be yours; 
and judge, if you have any Reaſon to be concern d, 
at any Thing, he ſe blind Idolaters do? What tho the 
Wicked and Unworthy ſurpaſs you in Power and 
Riches? you don't looſe an Inch of Advantage, that 
the Nobleneſs of your Mind, or the Rectitude of 
your Actions have given you over them. The Stars 
which are under our Feet in the Day-Time, are ex- 
ceedingly higher than we are in any Poſition; ſince 
they are always nearer Heaven: and tho they ſet 
in the Morning, they are nevertheleſs infiaitely ele- 
vated above this lower World; fince even in their 
Declenſions, they remain for ever fix d in the Fir- 
mament. Tis no Diſhonour to Cold to lie buried in 
the Bowels of the Earth, whilſt Yeather-Cocks of 
2 55 | b 2 baſer 
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baſer Metal gliſten and make a Figure upon the Tops 
and Outſide of Palaces; neither does it ceaſe to be 
the moſt valuable of Oares, tho conceal'd in the 
deepeſt Cavern. A religious and learned Man tho 
hid in a Dungeon, and ſolitary in a Deſert, would 
for all that, be vaſtly ſuperior in Merit to all thoſe 
little, proud, fluttering Animals, that Faction and 
Hypocriſy place at the Head of Publick Affairs! 


My Los, .. eee eee 
Since Monfieur Fouquet s Diſgrace the Office of 
High Treaſurer of France, which was Hereditary in 
his Family, has been aboliſh'd; as had been before 
that of High Conſtable, in the Family of Montmo- 
rancy. It ſeems, theſe great Officers were neither 
of them accountable for their Adminiſtration, and 
conſequently, formidabletoayoung ambitious Prince, 
who was reſolved to be Maſter, as well as Father of 
his People: if he ſometimes forgot the latter, twas 
owing to Inadyertence, rather than to any ſettled 
Cruelty of Temper. Lewis the XIV® tho' then but 
a young Monarch, underſtood the great Secret of 
Government, never to let his Miniſters be too porwer- 
ful. And it was owing to this Sentiment, as well as 
to what has been hinted at before, that the Super- 
intendant fell a Sacrifice to this Prince's Jealouſy ; 
and- that the Abſoluteneſs of his Office found its fi- 
nal Period at the ſame Time. | 
His Lord ſbip never did any mean Thing; but he 
ſpent his Money, perhaps, in a too popular, and ſome- 
times too ſplendid a Manner. However, Adverſity 
made him think ſoberly, and embrace ſuch ge. 
2 whic 
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which Proſperity, and an affluent Fortune had made 
him forget too much. 88 | 
And this need not be any Matter of Wonder or 
Aſtoniſhment to us : for if we would but deal faith- 
fully with Ourſelves and the World, and acknow- 
lege what Benefits we reap in he School of Adver- 
ity, we ſhould eafily aſſent to this Truth. "Tis here 
we learn to correct the Follies and Infirmities of our 
Nature; and how to improve the Faculties of our 
Mind and Underſtanding; by which we always be- 
come more acceptable to Gop and Man. King Da- 
vid's Aſſertion, that it was good for him that he had 
been afflifted ;, would not ſeem ſo great a Paradox 
to the Generality, if we did but humbly ſubmit to, 
and make a roper Uſe of the like wholſome Diſci- 
pline: our IAuſtrious Author is an amiable Inſtance 
of the wonderful Efficacy of ſuch a Practice. A- 
ver/ity preſented to him all his Infirmities in a true 
Mirrour; he diſcover'd his Pride and his Paſſion in 
their proper Colours, which appear'd before to him 
only in the Dreſs of Power and Grandeur. The 
greater and higher Perſons are in Place and Digni- 
ty, the more they ſtand in Need of this Sovereign 
Remembrancer. Meanand inferior People have their 
Faults as often told them as they commit them, and 
ſometimes oftener. The Counſels of Friends, the 
Emulation, Envy and Oppoſition of Equals, the Ma- 
lice of their Enemies, and the Authority and Preju- 
dice of their Superiors will often preſent their De- 
fects to them, and interrupt any Career of their Va- 
nity or Paſſion: but Princes and great Men, who 
generally can have but few Friends, (becauſe „ 
1p 
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ſhip preſuppoſes ſome Kind of Equality) their Coun- 
ſellors, I ſay, are too commonly Complyers with their 
Humours, and Flatterers of their Infirmities. Ob- 
ſervation and Experience are never ſo pregnant and 
convincing as under Adver/ity; that refreſhes. the 
Memory, makes it reyolye what was purpoſely laid 
aſide, that it might never be remember'd more: It 
reforms and ſharpens the Underſtanding, and faith- 
fully collects all that has been left undone, or done 
amiſs, and preſents it to the Judgment; which, now 
the Clouds and Miſts of Pride and Flattery are diſ- 
pers'd, diſcerns what Misfortunes attended thoſe 
Faults; the Gradation and Progreſs each Error hath 
made, and how: cloſe the Puniſhment hath attended 
the Tranſgreſſion. Beſides, were there no other good 
to be expected from Adver/ity than what keeps 
it Company; if we were not aſſur d by well bearing 
it, to be freed from, and rewarded for it; the pre- 
ſent Benefit and Advantage it gives us, and entitules 
us to, renders it a State often much to be deſired; 
It gives us a Claim to the Compaſſion of all good 
Men: To him that is afflifted Pity ſhould be ſbew'd 
from his Friend, ſays Job. 6.4. Nay, it gives us a 
Title to Salvation itſelf; For Thou wilt ſave the Af- 
ficted People, ſays the Plalmiſt : nay, a geater Per- 
ſon than theſe, ſays, happy are ye, if ye ſuffer for 
Righteouſneſs Sake. Yet notwithſtanding all theſe 
Invitations and Promiſes, all the Examples of good 
Men, and the Bleſſings which have crown'd thoſe 
Examples; all our own Experience of Ourſelves, that 
we have really gain d more Piety in one Year's Af- 
fliction, than in the whole Courſe of our proſperous 

| bs For- 
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Fortunes, we are ſo far from a Habit of Patience, and 
ſo weary of Sufferings, that we are even ready 7o har- 
ſer away our Innocence, 10 Better our Condition. 
Our great. Author indeed ſeems to have been fo 
far influenc'd by the former Part of the reaſoning up- 
on this Head, that he ſtood entirely clear from the 
Malignity of the Conclufion. I ſhall venture, My 
LoRD, to give your Lon Ds HI and the Reader a few 
of his religious Sentiments upon this Argument; and 

I hope, neither will take the Anticipation amis. 
Accuſtom Yourſelt, ſays he, to look upon every 
Thing that happens with a thorough Refignation. 
When Affliction or Adverſity is your Lot, grow not 
angry with Gop Almighty, neither quit your Reſo- 
lution of remaining always faithful to Hum. Bear 
His Chaſtiſements with Lowlineſs and Humility, and 
never let your Courage or Virtue fink under the 
Trial. Remember, hat God chaſtens every one whom 
He loves. And as a Father is never better pleas'd 
with his Child, than when he receives Correction 
ſubmiſſively at his Hands; ſo Mar is never ſo ac- 
ceptable to his Creator, as when he appears humble, 
obedient and faithful under His afflicting Rod. There 
is no Man exempt from ſuffering; the true Chri/tian 
ſuffers with Patience, and the Saint with Pleaſure. 
2 This, without doubt, 1s the higheſt Stage of the 
ſpiritual Life; and I may ſay, after the holy Fathers, 
that to ſee a Perſon enjoy a heavenly Calm of Soul 
amidſt the Ruins and Diſtreſſes of his Fortune, is to 
behold what is moſt wonderful, under the new and 
powerful Diſpenſation of the Incarnate Mord: to 
hear I ſay, that this very Perſon has no other Com- 
| plaints 
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laints to make to thoſe who viſit him, nor to the 

oly Angels who look down upon him, than what 
St. Paul had, when he ſuffer'd in the Fleſh, and de- 
clar'd that he rejoyc'd with exceeding great Joy! Nay, 
that he was over-whelm'd with it; and the Satiſ- 
faction he felt, greatly ſurpaſs'd his Pains and Penal- 
ties. Now theſe were the Sentiments of all the Pri- 
mitiue Saints: they always ſpoke of the Time of Ad- 
verſity, as the moſt happy and improveable Period 
of their whole Lives. 

In ſhort; by our Sufferings we reſemble onr Cu- 
cifyed Saviour whilſt on Earth; we enrole Ourſelves 
in the glorious Army of Martyrs in Heaven; and in 
our Deaths, tranſcend the very Angelic Hoſt: To 
die, and to ſuffer, is the Completion of Divine Cha- 
rity: it was the higheſt Pitch of Glory, that Goo - 

AN attain d, when He fulfill'd all Love, and amidſt 7 
the Terrors of Death upon the Croſs, pronounc d 
aloud, 1 is finiſb'd! | 4 


My Loxp, 


Our Author wrote theſe Refle@ions during his 
Confinement : and he tells a Friend, the Reaſon which 


prompted him to this Undertaking, was the Solitari- 


neſs of the Place in which he then was : however, 


melancholy as it is, or as it ſeems to be in your Ap- 


prehenfion, he declares, he cannot but think it the 
moft convenient Place in the World, to meditate and 
ruminate upon the Writings of King Simon. This 


LI affirm, ſays he, even upon a Suppoſition I entertain d 


upon my laſt reading this ſacred Writer; that he 
Author of Wiſdom, who dictated 7 heſe "Ray to 
inn 


> (DII'SCOURSE. | , xm 


him in his Retirement, will not pleaſe to open or ex 
plain them to any Perſons, who do not firſt ask it 
of him, and even put themſelves, into ſuch ſimilar 
ſolitary Circumſtances he did, by retiring from the 
Hurry and Buſtle of the World; thoſe great Ene- 
mies to the Attention, as well as the Pleaſure of thoſe, 
who are willing and ready to embrace Inſtruction. 
If I have but done ſuſtice to my great Author in 
the Tranſlation, I think myſelf happy in having 
given to the Engh/b Reader, a moſt judicious and 
inſtructive Sy/fem of Chr iſtiam Morality. If this de- 
generate Age were capable of any Reformation in that 
Reſpect, this Treatiſe one would think, might contri- 
bute largely to it: but, with Sorrow I write it, I fear 
Nothing can effect ſuch a Change, but that Power 
which created the Worid, and will raiſe, the Dead 
1:58 Se ̃ ( ˙ 
"Twas the Opinion of a great Cotemporary and 
Fellow - ſufferer of Monſ. Fouquet; and one who ſuf. 
tain d the ſame Honourable Poſt Your Lordſhip does 
with equal Sufficiency at. preſent, I mean the Great 
Chancellor Clarendon; that one Source, among ma- 
1 ny others, of the then, and I with, I could not add, 
olf the pre ſent Degeneracy and Corruption of this Age, 
s the bad Education of Towh: none but ſuperficial 
q Qualities, fuch as Wit, a lively Imagination and Gal- 
lantry, are now cultivated in young Perſons; the 
Heart, Reaſon, noble Sentiments, and ſolid Virtues 
are negletted. The Value of Men and Things is eſti- 
mated only by Appearances, and not by Reality; the 
preſent: Age is curious about Trifles, and looks pen 
wo C oli 
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ſolid and ſacred Matters as too abſtracted. Now to 
prevent theſe Miſchiefs for the future; the ill Con -· 
ſequences of which are generally contracted before 
we become Members of this Place; and are too often 
like Faults in the ir, Digeſtion, never to be mendetl 
by any /ucceeding Ones: our noble Exile Queries, 
what an if the Publick ſhould intereſt itſelf more vi- 
fibly in the Education of our Youth? perhaps then, 

they would not be educated only in the Knowlege 
of the able and the Dag- tennel] nor confin d barely 
to the Study of Languages, and thoſe trivial Sciences, 
which ſerve only to adorn the Imagination and Out- 
ſide. They would then be put upon applying their 
Thoughts to ſuch Kinds of Rnowlege as might help 
to ſtrengthen their Reaſon, habituate 2 to At- 
tention, and prove ſerviceable for ac Pene- 
tration and Judgment: then they would 4 irected 
to the Study of the Proportion of Numbers, the Cal- 
culation of the celeſtial Motions, the Structure of 
the Uniyerſe, the great Art of knowing how to mount 
up to firſt Principles, deſcend to Conſequences, and 
diſcover the whole Series of Truth, with their De- 
pendence upon one another. After ſuch a Proce- 

dure, they would be enabled in their riper Age to 

betake themſelves to the Study of Laws, Policy and 

Hiſtory; and to learn the Revolutions of Empires, 

the Cauſes of their Riſe, and the Occaſions of their 

Fall: in a Word, to every Thing which might con- 

tribute to the bettering themſelves here and here- 


after, by theKnowlege and Practice of their reſpective 


ney both to Gop and Man. 


And now My 3 is it not Matter of ſome 
Won 
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Wonder, that this excellent Author; whoſe Mother 
being a Lady of ſingular Merit, great Learning, and 
undiſguis d Piety, had form'd her Son's Mind and 
Manners upon ſuch an exact Model; ſnould have lain 
ſo long neglected, and not have been taught to ſpeak 
Eugliſbh before? I lay under this Apprehenfion my- 
ſel; till after I had finiſhed his Tran/lation; but at 
length, a Friend brought me the Firſt Part of 4g 
Conſeils de la Sageſſe render d into Engliſb, and 
printed above fifty Years, ago in felves, and dedi- 
cated to the then Queen Catharine, by one E. S. Up- 
on Peruſal, I thought, I might without Vanity, ven- 
ture my Tran/lation abroad, fince it not only con- 
tain'd above as much again of our Author, as that 
imperfect Edition did; but poſſibly, the Turn of the 
Language may be thought more natural and eaſy, 
and conſequently prove more acceptable to my pre- 
ſent Set of Readers. | ct 
The Edition I tranſlated from, is that at Paris, in 
2 Vol. printed in the Lear 1712. As to any Doubt 
that _ ariſe in ry 2 — — fe C — — 
ing the Cenuinene ſs of the Sequel of the Connſels 9 
Wiſdom: I can aſſure him, that the Stile and =o 
ner of Writing, ſeem to me, to be the ſame through- 
out; and beſides the internal Marks it contains of 
coming from the ſame great Genius, Lam inform d 
by the beſt Intelligence from abroad, that tis indiſ- 
putably allow 'd all over France, to be Authentic, and 
the Work of Monſ*. Fouquet. Further, to confirm 
the Truth of this Matter; the Printer of the French 
Edition here made uſe of, has thought fit to publiſh 
the following Advertiſament before the ſecond Vo- 
lume of it. 2 A 
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. Altho', /ays he, the Manuſcript from which I 
printed The Seqnel of the Counſel of Wei/dom; was 
written in the Author's own Hand; yet, I have ſince 
found, that it was but a rough Draught of his Per- 
formance, which he deſign d 70 — For at the 

very Time, I was meditating a ſecond Edition of this 
Piece, another Copy written — 1 in the Authors os: 
Hau, fell into my Poſſeſſion, but more correct; and 
more perfect than the former: ſo that it was not dif- 
Acult for me to determin, that it muſt be he ver 
Orginal intended for the Preſs. Tis from this laſt MS. 
that his Inpreſſſos is work d off: and thus much 1 
thought it my Duty, to inform the Reader; that 
Nothing might ſtop him in the Peruſal; and that he 
might know he Cauſe of the Difference he finds, be- 
tween the f, and the /olowing Editions 

Our Author being a Member of the Gallican 
Church, always quotes the W1/dom of Solomon, and 
Ecclefraſtious, as Canomcal Scripture; which ought 
to be no Surprize to the Eugliſb Reader, confidering 
the Principles of ha Communion. Our own Church 
mdeet has been pleas'd to determin that She Orders 
the Reading of them, and other Parts of the 22 
cyypba, in her Public Worſhip, for Example o/ Life, 
and Inftrution of Manners: ſo that tho' She allows 
not any Doctrine to be of Divine Authority, that is 
only'infert d from thenoe; yet with Sti Jerome, She 
grunts chem written for grent Ends and Purpoſes; and 

es them a Preference to any other barely human 
ompoſitions. Now ſurely; allowing rheſe Maxims 
ho mots Weight ran thus can give'no Manner of 
Umbruge, ot be to tus mot and forupulous 
Perſons? My 
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DISCOURSE" xen 


My Lox, | 
If this Treatiſe upon a cui ſory View, be thought 
in ſome Parts of it, to be 700 ab ſtracted, or Myſti- 
cal, I believe, upon a c/ofer Inſpection the 24nthor 
will be found to ſtand clear of both Imputations: and 
as 2 great and pious H7:ter of our own obſerves up- 
on a like Surmiſe; ſo he Treaſarer of France in all 
his Maxims and Neflections ſeems only to deſire, that 
the Empire of Reaſon ſhould be ſecur'd againſt the 
Attacks of the inferior Appetite; and that our evil 
Inclinations might be in ſome Meaſure ſtifled, and 
that all carnal Aﬀeftions might-die in us. So that 
the Allurements of the World, and the Emoyments 
of Senſe might appear as trifling Entertainments, in 
Compariſon of the Pleaſure and Happineſs of ſerving 
Gop, and doing Good. That the Difficulties and 
Dangers we meet with in the Road of our Duty, 
ſhould be ſo far from diſcouraging us, that they ſhould 
raiſe our Spirits, and encreaſe our Reſolutions, and 
ſerve only to make the Pleaſures of Yirize more per- 
fect. Nay, our Author, in his moſt — 2 
"8 fſonings upon Religious Subjects, means no more, than 
3 that the Holy Spirit, upon proper Application, would 
de pleaſed to ſanctify and renew our corrupt Nature, 
7 and to reſtore it to its primitive Perfection and Digni- 
ty. For fince without Holineſs, it is impoſſible to 
pleaſe Go p, or attain that Happineſs which confiſts 
in the Emoyment of Him, and that the Frailty and 
Weakneſs, as well as the Corruption of our Nature, 
is ſo great, that we are not able of ourſelves to ac- 
com- 
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compliſh this mighty Work; Go Þ has been graciouſ- 
ly pleas'd to grant to us his Holy Spirit, to be the 
Author of all interual Holineſs, and the Principle 
of our ſpiritual Lite; and conſequently, 'tis this 
Bleſſed Spirit gives Clearneſs to our Faith, Zeal to 
our Charity, and Strength and Per to all our Graces. 
And this He does not only when He reveals to us the 
Will of God, which He has externally propos'd in the 
Holy Scriptures; but when He internally illuminates 
our Minds and inclines them to the Obedience of 
Faith, whereby we firmly aſſent to thoſe Truths, 
which unto a natural or carnal Man are Fooliſhneſs. 
Now, if theſe, and ſuch like Sentiments and Conclu- 
fions as theſe, only flow from the Coumſels of Wi 
dom, ſurely the Author, is not to be rank'd among 
the My/ticks, much leſs to be thought 70 border up- 
on Enthuſiaſm. 

Thus My Los, I have ventur'd to give ſome 
few Sketches and Strictures of the Writings and Miſ- 
fortunes of Monſ*: Fouquet; eſpecially ſuch as had a 
more immediate Relation, or could give any Light to 

his Writing the Counſels of Wiſdom. If the Reader 
be willing to underſtand more of the Hiſtory and 
Troubles of this great Man, which are ſo well known 
in France, 1et him peruſe the Memoirs and Tranſ- 
actions of the former Part of Leis the XIV. Reign; 
and he will meet with abundant Satisfaction. Had 
there been any Thing pr ee, written in Latin or 
French about, or in Vindication of my Author, I 
ſhould not have fail d to have publiſh'd it in Whole, 
or in Part: but, ſince after the ſtricteſt Fs - 
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ſuch appears, I hope what is here ſummarily ſaid, 
will not be thought improper by Your LorDsare, 
nor prove altogether unacceptable to my Readers. 
1 am 


2 My Lox, 


with great Reſpect, 
Your LoxDsn1e's moſt obedient, 


and moſt humble Servant. 


J. LEAXE. 
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DESCRIBD. 


1 Ti is long ſince, Theotimus, that you were ſo 


kind as to compaſſionate my State of Life, and 
even to feel the Inconveniences of Solitude 
upon my account. I have often taken the Free- 
dom to tell you, that I never eſteemed it a Misfor- 
tune to live retired from the World: give me leave 
therefore once again to aſſure You, that I ſhould 
be to blame, if I ſhewed any Concern at my preſent 
Circumſtances, fince I am ſo happy, as to enjoy the 
Company of a Perſon, the moſt engaging of any I 
ever could be bleſſed with. 

This at leaſt I will be bold to ſay, that ſince I 
have been ſo fortunate, as to contract this Acquain- 
tance, neither the Solitarineſs of the place I am ſtill 
detained in by Providence, nor the. melancholy Ob- 
Jets that ſurround me on all fides, hinder my hours 
trom flowing agreeably; and that Time itſelf is one 
of the things I grow moſt covetous of. 

- You will eafily gueſs the Perſon meant is 8010 
„N. You <img; I uſed formerly to comfort = 
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ſelf with his Writings: And you will ſoon ſee by 
this Treatiſe which I ſend you, that J am at pre- 
ſent engaged” in Commenting upon them, and endea- 
vouring to extract with Advantage, the good old 

Truths of Morality that appear in them, by ſome 
later Aſſiſtances of our Chriſtian Philoſophy. _ 

That which prompted me to this Undertaking, 
was the very Solitarineſs of the Place where I am, 
and which I have juſt now ſpoke of according to the 

Ideas You entertain of It : However, Melancholy as 
it is, or as it ſeems to be in your Apprehenſion, I 
cannot but think it the moſt convenient Place in the 
World to meditate and ruminate upon the Writings 
of that learned Prince. I ſay this, even upon a Sup- 
poſition which I entertained upon my laſt reading 
this ſacred Writer; that the Author of #i/dom who 
dictated theſe Proverbs to him in his Retirement, 
will-not open or explain them to any Perſons, who 
do not ask it of Him, and even put themſelves into 
the very ſame ſolitary Circumſtances he did, by re- 
tiring from the hurry and buſtle of the World; thoſe 
great: Enemies to the Attention and Pleaſure of all, 
who are willing and ready to receive Inſtruction. 

+ Solomon conſtantly withdrew from Company ſome- 
time every day, in order to converſe with God: and 
the Place he choſe for that purpoſe was called: Hezta, 
not far from Jeraſalem. Foſephus reports, that this 
Palace pleaſed the King more than any other of the 
Royal Manſions; becauſe, here Nature ſeem'd to 
aſſiſt and heighten the Magnificence and Improve- 
ments of Art, by the Addition of all thoſe Beauties, 
which appear in extended Woods, pendant _— 
1:9! {+ an 
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and Caſcades of living Water; Objects proper to 
raiſe the Mind to Heaven, and cauſe it to think up- 
on Eternity. | d 711509 
It was in this beautiful Retreat, that his Soul 
having diſcovered to him the Charms of Heavenly 
things, he conceived ſo great a Contempt of all earth- 
ly Satisfactions: and here, after having made his 
juſt Complaints againſt the Emptineſs and Deceit- 
fulneſs of them, he ſung that ever memorable Song, 
which tho' firſt repeated in his own Grottos and Gar- 
dens, was ſoon ſeiz'd upon by Eccho, and publiſh'd to 
the World, and will continue to be ſounded for ever 
in the Ears of all People: Yan of Vanities, All is 
Vanity! and Shadow of a Shade! Ft | 155 
The Moral and Political Sentences which Solo- 
mon has inſerted in the Book of Proverbs; and thoſe 
which the Son of Sirach has preſerved by his Care, 
were conceived in the ſame holy Retirement, where 
Silence and a perfect Tranquillity contributed to their 
Birth: And without doubt, tis to theſe ſacred Groves, 
that the World is obliged for the Knowlege of thoſe 
Truths which flowed from the Pen of this great Per- 
ſon, which have ſo much enlightened all Mankind 
ever ſince. | 
I have ſelected out of theſe Sentences ſuch as I 
thought moſt proper to promote my Defign; which 
is to extract from theſe Texts, proper Subjects of 
Meditation for ſuch Perſons as are converſant in the 
Great World; and yet are willing 7 keep 4 Con- 
ſcience void 'of Offence towards God and towards 
| Man, and to conduct themſelves prudently, thro 
the ſeveral Stages of Civil Life. ee. 
1 Az What 
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What I hive here undertaken, You fee, is a Work 
of no great Bulk: However if I had had a little more 
Leiſure, and a larger Capacity, perhaps, it might 
have ſwollen more under my Management: But to 
expreſs my real Sentiments in the words of an an- 
cient Author, had I more of Both, I believe, I ſnould 
rather have endeavoured to contract, than enlarge 
it; for I remember, tis the Advice of one of the 
moſt celebrated Writers in Europe; That e ought 
10 he no' Strangers to the Art of blotting out, if we 
would deſerve the Character of Writing well. 
Neither is this Thought peculiar to him: for I 
have obſerved that it is a conſtant and ſtanding Ma- 
im with thoſe that excell in any Art or Science, 
when they undertake a Subject, which they deſign 
for their Maſterpiece, to apply themſelves with the 
utmoſt Diligence, to throw in as much Senſe and 
Spirit into their Compoſitions as they can, and that 
in as few words as poſſible. | Te 
Strength and Conciſeneſs are the Beauty of all per- 
formances: And nothing can recommend a Book ſo 
much as when it may be read over in a few hours, 
and yet bear the Reviſal, and ſtand the Teſt of Ages. 
A Multitude of Truths in a few Syllables, was for- 
merly the Motto of a great Divine: Great indeed 
by having this Sentiment; yet infinitely leſs than 
Gop, ho has comprehended all Truth in Oue Mord, 
and who ſaid all that can ever be ſaid, when He pro- 
nounced The Url. 
Bat ſince I have undertaken to ſpeak only of the 
Maxims of Sab mon, Neceſſity obliges ine to ſay 
ſomething before hand of my Author, and to ſet 4 
94 n- 
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Underſtanding, Wiſdom, and other great Qualities 


in a proper Light. And this I do, Theotimus, that 
they who read this Performance, may ſee with their 
own Eyes, the Strength and Excellence of thoſe Ad- 
vices he both gave and followed; and to what an 
height of Glory we exalt human Nature, when we 
ſubmit to their Conduct, and make them the Rule 


* 
- 


c. 10, 9. 
75 An F 


6 The Waſe Man deſcrib d. 


enlarged noble Mind, capable of obliging all his Sub- 
Vow: and of making his Favours as extenſive as his 
OW er. 

Royal Beneunlener was an innate Quality belong- 
ing to him: and what other Princes acquire by Stu- 
dy and Application, flowed naturally from him. He 
was at no Pains either of Body or Mind, to ſhew 
himſelf Wiſe, Diſpaſſionate, Obliging, Liberal, Ma- 
gnanimous, Faithful and Sincere in all his Expreſſions 
and Actions; all thoſe good Qualities aroſe in his 


Breaſt without: the trouble of a Preceptor, and he 


practiſed them with the greateſt Facility. 

Self, Congucſt was the Aim and End of all the Le- 
Aures and Practice of the Moral Philoſophers. But 
Solomon. before his Fall, had nothing to do, but to 
follow his own Inclinations; and = whole of his 
Philoſophy confiſted in doing juſt as he pleaſed : Nul- 
lam Virtutem didicit, cum omni editus; & pars ej us 
Nature fuit efſe bonum. Seneca. The Virtues them- 
ſelves were born with, and perſonally united to him. 
*Twas Flattery that faid, and writ upon the Tomb 
of a Pagan Philoſopher, what Truth itſelf inſcribed 
upon Solomon's Cradle; That He was a with Child, 
and had a good Spirit. Wiſd. 8. 9. 

This hy Goodneſs, improved by Grace, das 
it became Supernatural, — it ſelf in In- 
ſtances not to be paralleled. Whilſt the Wiſdom 
of this Prince directed the Government, His Sub- 
Jeas <vfede one perpetual Scene of Happineſs. Du- 
. 4 this proſperous Seaſon, neither — Sick- 

War, or any Publick Calamity were to be heard 
4 among them: He found even the Means of Wh- 
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ing Tears from all Eyes; and his Care, in this re- 
7 , is the more to be valued,” as he made him- 
7 a Party in other Peoples Misfortunes. For, 
the Motions of his generous Breaſt, and his natural 
Propenſity to Mercy, made him always the firſt to 
diſcover and compaſſionate the Miſeries that befel 


any of his Subjects. 


He is not indeed commonly ranked with the moſt 
enterprizing, or Fighting Heroes: But yet they who 
were moſt intimately acquainted with him, exalt him 
to the higheſt Degree of true Heroiſm. | 

His Courage exceeded even that of all other 
Princes, and was more than human; for he never 
ceaſed Conquering, till there were no Perſons to be 
found, who dared to diſpute his Commands, or who 
did not voluntarily conſent to love him. During 
the Conteſts and Wars of the firſt Years of his Reign, 
He appeared ſo formidable, and yet was ſo amiable, 
that no Nation was willing to have him their Ene- 
my; nor any King who refuſed to acknowledge him 
his Superiour. All furrendered their Arms to him: 
And his Victories were obtained with no other diffi- 
culty, than his permitting the contending Parties to 
approach his Royal Preſence, which ſoon convinced 
them how impoſſible it was to ſee, and not to Iove 


him; and how eaſy, as · well as honourable ĩt was, to 
decome his Vaſſals and Servanettte. 


The greateſt Glory that the Heroes of Antiquity 
aſpired after, was to declare, That They came, they 


ſaw, and overcame.: That of Solbmom, Was, to be 


able to ſay with great Truth, That his Enemies came, 
They ſaw him; aad laid them ſelves, and their Crowns 
and epters at his Feet. His 
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His Und e was never equalled among the 
Sons of Some have ventured to affirm, that 
Angels ne — bluſn to find him placed among the 
ſupremeſt Order of Intelligences. 

The Holy. Scripture repreſents him, as an ke: 


hauſtible Fountain of Knowlege, which overflowed. 


the whole Earth, and made itſelf known and ad- 
mired to the utmoſt limits of the Univerſe. How 


wiſe waſt thou in thy Touth, and as a floud filled 
with Underſtanding ;, Thy Soul covered the whole 


Earth, and Thou filledſt it with dark Parables. Ec- 
eint. 47. 14, IF. 

He had a clear Inſight into the moſt myſte- 
rious and hidden Receſſes of Nature. He was well 
acquainted; with thoſe Truths which all the Philo- 
ſophers have been ſearching after theſe three thou- 
{and Years paſt, and of which they have not yet been 
able to make a thorough Diſcovery. Thus 1s certain 
that-among thoſe many things which were peculiar 
to him, that which ſeemed to ſurpriſe moſt, to raiſe 


the greateſt Aſtoniſhment, and evenraviſh the hearts 


of all people, was, to behold this Prince, immediate- 


ly aſter having diſpatched the moſt arduous Affairs 


of State, entertaining himſelf with giving Audience 
to, Philoſophers, Phyficians, Drvines, and other A- 
depts, who came from diſtant Regions, to prapoſe 
their Difficulties to him; He anſwered all their Que- 
ſtions etempore, without the leaſt hefitation; and 
without finding any thing to hard for him; and con- 
ſtantiy delivered himſelf upon all Subjects with the 


Wiſdom and Becomingneſs of a Superior Being. And 


e came of: all people to hear the I ee of So- 


lomom, 
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lomon, from; all Kings of the Harth, which had heard 
of his Wiſdom. 1; Rings Goo . 
What He ſaid, and His Manner of ſaying it, was 


the Delight and Entertainment of all Men of Let- 
ters and Diſtinction in that Age. All thought them - 
ſelves happy to paſs away their whole Time im hear- 
ing and qontemplating the Greatneſs of His Wiſdom: 
The Force of which even elevated the Underſtand- 
ings of Princes, and raiſed in them more rapturous 
Extaſies of Admiration and Wonder, than the Gran- 


deur of their Stations, or their moſt ambitious Views. 


When I hold my Tongue, they ſhall abide my leifure, 
and when 1 ſpeak, they ſhall give good Ear unto me. 
If tall much the bal lay their hands upon their 
mouth. Wd. c. 8. 12. Horrible Fyrants ſball bs 
afraid when they do but bear of me, I ſhall, he found 
$004 among the ' Multitude, and valiant in iar 

10. Hy. 3 11610, rf 54 ey wore ih 
I ſhould grow tedious, did I but barely repeat 
what Hiſtorians have written of this Prince. I ſhall 
therefore content my ſelf with ſaying ina few Words, 
what I think: better than a profeſs d Panegyric, 
ſhould what I relate be but an Epitome of what 
ought to be ſaid, concerning him: Tho' in his In- 
fancy, He was taught nothing but the firſt Elements 
of Obedience to Gop; tho he was never any Man's 
profeſs d Diſciple; yet was there never any Perſon 
famous in any Art or Science, who owned him not 
for his Maſter. He preſided in the Schools; Reign- 
ed upon Thrones; Commanded in Armies; and was 
in full Poſſeſſion of the Heart in all Companies. Such 
were the Charms of his * ence, that the moſt 
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remote'Barbavians, as well as the Monarchs of Eu- 
rope and Afia came from all Quarters to ſhew their 
Veneration of, and do Homage to him; fo ſenfible 
were they of the irrefiſtible Force of his Wiſdom, 
which had Power to attract them at ſuch Diſtances, 
and oblige them to confeſs, That not to have ſeen 
of Dao was to be corally Ge LC A Arts 
and Reigning. 

"i Who but beheld him, found many Things 
worthy: their Admiration. His Virtues and Per- 
fections the moſt bogen 0 n not eſcape public 
Obſervation.” \ de dude 


The Body in which Wature' and Providence had 


inſhrined the excellent Spirit of this Prince was 
thrown about him as a Veil, but it was one of thoſe 
wonderful Veils, that cover, but do not conceal the 
Object. Nothing could hinder his Angelic Soul from 
ſhining forth in his Countenance : and viſible To- 
kens of his immortal Qualities, and Grandeur ap- 
peaxell in every Feature. He moved, He ſpoke, and 
looked / a King, Twas impoſſible to fix your Eyes 
upon hini, without r n Royal Quali- 
fication) void fo od od 1 
His Soul ſpread Grace and 8 all over 
the Man. There was nothing in him but what was 
Auguſt, and breathed Majeſty. To ſee him, was 
Cobwiction enough for a Stranger, to know that He 
was 'King-So/omon, and to raiſe in his Breaſt Love 
and Veneration. qoH. 
Some Authors have ventured further, aud aſſured 
ds): that when he paſſed thro'!the Strebts of Ne- 


9 in lis ne and in his Robes of 3 
that 
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that Royal and Heavenly Ait which manifeſted it- 
ſelf in all his Actions, appear d then ſo engaging and 
Majeſtic, that the People broke thro the common 
Bounds of Decency, and tranſported at the Sight of 
him, not. only ſaluted him with the Title of their 
Beloved, but unanimouſly pronounced him, the Dar- 
ling of Mankind. i CLD ene. 
His Majeſty, to teſtify his Acknowledgment and 
to correſpond to the fincere Acclamations of his well- 
beloved City, did as follows. He wrote theſe Words 
Dear Jeruſalem! And he wrote them according to 
the Septuagint, in Capital Letters * of Dia- 
monds, and other precious Stones; fo that they 
ſeemed to be Letters of Fire, and to expreſs Love 
and Charity in the moſt lively Manner 1maginable: 
Theſe Interpreters give us to underſtand, that So- 
lomon uſed theſe coſtly Characters, to declare the 
Arxdours and Sentiments of his Soul, and to demon- 
= ſtrate that he was poſſeſſed of an Happineſs not ve- 
ry common among Princes, Of not being indebted to 
his Friends; and of loving with the ſame Intenſe- 
neſs wherewith he was Beloved. | | 
One Thing ſtill remains to be ſpoken of in my 
# Deſcription. of this Prince, and that is, the inno- 
cent Amuſements he made uſe of to recreate his 
Mind, and ſoften the Fatigues of Government, whilft 
he continued zo be Solomon. Now; theſe were chief- 
Iv, Mufick. Hiſtory, Architecture, Botany, Hunt- 
mg, Horſe and Chariot Races, and all ſuch Diver- 
ions as generally affect great Minds, who are capa- 
ble of enjoying themſelves, and knowing the glo- 
I 10 = BS 214! rious 
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abways ardently panted after the Hours of Holy Re- 
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rious;P and Diſtinctions they arb poſſeſſe 
of, ee thoſe of Nane Birth, and Plebeian i: 
traction. Ts 

But to draw 8 4 Concluſion: For it would 
hand impoſſible to enumerate all the excellent Quali- 
ties of this Prince: I have ſhid enough; nay, per- 
haps more than my preſent Deſign required. T mal! 
only add, that according to 5 bus, his moſt or- 

Recreations, and chiefeſt Pleaſares were un- 

dertaken and enjoyed in his Gardens at Herta 

He was as well pleaſed to find himſelf alone, as 
ow Courtiers were to enjoy his Preſence and Con- 
verſation. The Bufineſs of the Day being over, tired 
with the Noiſe and Forms of his Station, his Heart 


tirement; here, as he himſelf has told us, ſeating 
himſel under the Shade of a Venerable Oak, he con- 
verſed: with Gop, concerning all the deceitful Ap- 
pearances in Life, and the Nothingneſs of human 
Greatneſs, and mortal Beauties ſubject to decay. 
Here then,Theotimas, you have a all Collection 
of the Thoughts which Selmmom conceived during 
theſe divine Converſations, as well as the 1 
which he received from Go himſelf, and which 
he conſtantly writ down for the Inſtruction of Man- 
Kind, as ra as the ge has 4+ - pleaſed to make 
has Abode with him.” The ſame if engraved g 
them ſecretly in his n phe de him Grace to 
practiſe them firſt himſelf; And it was by ſtrictly : 
obſerving theſe Advices, that he attamed to that 
Height of Wiſdom and Glory, as to be locked upon 
een by Angels with Refpect, and by the haughtieſt 
— with Awe and Admiration. Hi- 
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Hitherto Theotimmns, I have ſpared your Mode- 
ſty; but I beſeech you, give me leave at laſt to con- 
clude with confeſſing a Truth, which I ſhould be to 
blame longer to conceal; and let me tell You, that 
the Title of this Performance was ſuggeſted to me, 
by a Friend of yours, one Day as he was ſpeaking 
of You and Your Conduct; That they were ſo many 
Counſels of Wiſdom exhibited to Thoſe, who had the 


Honour to converſe with Tou, and be Witneſſes of 
Tour Behaviour. 


THE 
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PART THE FIRST, 


CONTAINING THE 


MAXIMS of SOLOMON 


Moſt neceflary for the prudent Conduct 
of a Man's ſelf. 
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FOR 
The Dire&ion of Conſcience. 
MAXIM I. 


3 Of making many Books there is no End, Let us 
| hear the Conclufion of the whole Matter, Fear 
Goa, and keep his Commandments, for this is 

the 1 of Man. Eccleſ. 12. 12,13. 


PARAPHRASE. 


o CH Advice has been given, and many 
Books written, in order to make us great 

and perfect. H7/dom has but one Word to ſay up- 
on this Head; but that Word is the Abridgement 
of Volumes of the Learned, and the Conclufion of 
all herſelf has uttered upon this Subject from the 
Foundation of the World. Viſdom never dictated 
or writ any Thing, but with a deſign to lead Men 
to the Love of Gop, and his Commandments; for 


This is the whole Duty of Man. 
n RE- 
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REFLECTION. 


Wren the Creator formed the Deſign of our Na- 
ture, and Man ſubfiſted in his Idea only; as He 
meant him for his chief and moſt excellent Work- 
manſhip, He made him to confiſt of ſomething be- 


fides Body and Saul. He very well ſaw, that as the 


Body ſeparated from the Soul, would be Corruption; 
ſo the Soul ſeparated from Gop, would be Defor- 
mity itfelf; and that inſtead of a Maſterpiece which 
he deſigned, He ſhould produce a Monſter. 

That He might not therefore fail in his Inten- 
tion, at the ſame Time that He joined the Body 
with the Soul, He determined to joyn the Soul to 
Himſelf, by the means of Grace; and He willed that 
Grace to enter into his Workmanſhip; and that theſe 
Three together ſhould form the compleat Man. 

Stand ſtill a little, and admire the Greatneſs of 
the Wiſdom of Gop, when he propoſed to unite 
three ſuch different Subſtances, and to make them 
His Maſterpiece: How many Wonders in Man, 
when they are united! how many Miſchiefs when 
they are ſeparated! R 

Grace withdrawn, and rejected by the Soul, be- 
hold a State of Reprobation and Sin; The Body 
ſeparated from the Soul, is Death; The Soul ſepa- 
rated from the Body, and void of Grace, produces 
Hell. Three Objects of Aﬀtoniſhment and Horror ! 
Let them be reunited, and made one again, and they 
become three heavenly Beauties, and three of the 
greateſt Inſtances of the Divine Power. This there- 

ore is the whole Duty of Man, Fear God, and keep 
his Commandments. M A- 
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MAXIM II. 

Let thy Talk be with the Wiſe, and all thy Com- 
munication be in the Law of the moſt Higb; 
and let thy Glorymg be in the Fear of the 
Lord. Eccleſ. . 15, 16. 5 


PARAPHRAs E. Was 


ESTEEM it your chiefeſt Honour to fear God, a 

to be obedient to his Commands. If you deſire to 
be look'd upon with Reſpe& and Inclination, and 
that ſuch a Degree of Modeſty ſhould appear in 
your Looks, and ſuch Vigour and Tranquillity of 
Mind in your whole management, which juſtly giyes 
one Man the Preference over another; be always 
meditating upon the Goodneſs of the Creator, and 
his Eternal Perfections; accuſtom yourſelf to, and 
rely only upon him, for the Accompliſhment of all 
3 your Deſigns and Undertakings. 


REFLECTION. 


hee not, as the Proud Man, aſhamed to Reverence 
and Worſhip Gop, becauſe the Generality of Men 
do both; nor make the Non-performance of your 
Duty a Point of Honour. | | 
Take great Care in forming your Opinions and 


. 3388 and never r a 3 
of Gentility and Greatneſs to be lefs prudent than 
ies preferable to their plain cornmon fene = vn 
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Becauſe you are well born, do not think it be- 
neath you to do às the Common People do; but let 
your Actions exceed even the Beſt of theirs. I don't 
fay, you are obliged to imitate them in their Devo- 
tions; no, you ought to ſurpaſs them. There is no 
Occaſion to follow them exactly in the Ways of Ho- 
lineſs, and to be juſt as good and righteous as they; 
have more Regard to your Station of Life, and be 
yourſelf their Dire&or and Example. 

Support your Dignity in the Church ; and ſuffer 
no one to be more decent, and deyout in thoſe Places 
than yourſelf : ſince you are firſt in Quality, you 
ought to be neareſt to God, and more intenſe in 
your Applications to him, - during the Performance 
of Divine Service, and all the Offices of Religion. 

Remember that the moſt effectual Way you have 
of raiſing yourſelf above the Vulgar, is by humbling 
yourſelf more than they, before the Throne of the 
moſt High, and being more circumſpect in your Wor- 
ſhip and Adorations. HOP "Fi * 


MAXIM III. 
Hanity of Vamies, all is Vanity, and Vexation 
_ of Spirit. Eccleſ. I. &. AN 

„ PARAPHRAS E. | | 
: . Ws ought to love nothing but Gop. True Good 
and real Pleaſure are only to be found in Him. The 
Good that fleets before our Eyes does but deceive 
us; Iis nothing but Delufion, and Vanity: and this 
falſc and ſeeming good becomes ſubſtantial 5 
355 2 VU, 
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Evil, ſo ſoon as it begins to n and we grow 


chamoured with it. 


RRFLECTIORN. 


All the Enjoyments of this Life are vain and de- 
ceitful, When they. preſent themſelves to us, we 
take them for permanent and durable Things: our 
Hearts dilate 'at the Appearance of them, - blindly 
admit of their Embraces, and we promiſe our ſelves 
endleſs Satisfaction in their Poſſeſſion. 

But we do but catch at the flowing Stream; for 
from the Moment we begin to enjoy them, the fly 
our Careſſes. Nay, during Poſſeſſion, and whilſt we 
are making mutual Vows of Conſtancy, and an in- 
violable Attachment to each other, they ſlip from 
us, and are upon the Wing. We ourſelves too are 
in Motion, and ſhould ſoon quit them, if they did 

3 not us: we are both haſtening to the Place, where 

I Deſtiny ſummons, and Time conducts us: they into 

nothing, and we to the Grave; Time flies apace, and 

the End is at hand; there is but a very little di- 

ſtance between thoſe Pleaſures of a Moment, and 
weeping and gnaſbing of Teeth! Thoſe many Years 

9 which we imagine to be between them, are often 
; concluded in one Night. Perhaps, they who ſee us 


1 this Evening, in the Enjoyment of a great and af- 
4 fluent Fortune, may find us the next Morning un- 
1 done, and overwhelmed in the Ruins of it. 

To day Proſperity, Riches, Health and Honours 
are our Portion: To morrow, all theſe vaniſh into 
Air, Vapour, and Smoke: Our Bodies are in their 
Tombs; our Souls are in another World, ever be- 

wailing 


— aw amnndgiht. old 
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wailing themſelves, and ſaying, tho too late, Vanity 
of Vanities, all is Vanity, and Vexation Spirit! 
There cannot be a more Subſtantial Reaſon given 
by us for ſetting light by theſe tranſitory Enjoy- 
ments, than that they are FYanity of Vanities! Gop 
is the Sovereign Good: All created Goods are but 


Emanations from, and Shadows of his infinite and 


Eſſential Goodneſs. Confider this, and be upon your 
Guard. : 


drawn himſelf from You, what Grounds haye you 
for boaſting? 
What avails it to be the Heir or Maſter of the 
Shell of a Houſe; without ever being able to get Li- 
very and Seizir: of the Manſion? What ſignifies it to 
be in Poſſeſſion of all the Treaſures and Kingdoms 
of the World, nay of the Univerſe itſelf, and all the 
ſeeming Goods in Nature? To be in Poſſeſſion, I fay, 
of all theſe Shadorws of the Deity, all His Works, 
and Benefits; but without ever poſſefing Himſelf? 
What Ac quifitions are theſe for a Soul, which pants 
after the 2255 true Good, and which is not capable 
th "a filled and ſatisfied with any thing leſs than 

at | 

Our Mis fortune is, that theſe Shadows of tbecres- 
tor, Riches and Greatneſs, which ſurround us, are 
not within us. Gold and Sitver may adorn our Pala- 
ces; Pleaſures may ſteal in at our Eyes, and our 
other Senſes, but cannot go any farther; they ean- 
not penetrate the Mind, or the Seat: where. our great · 
eft Concerns and ſtrongeſt Inclinations are placed: 


no, they leave there behind therth but a famt'Tm- 
preſſion 


You are Rich it ay bes; but if Go has with- 
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preſſion of themſelves; and of all the many Goods, 
and Felicities which are preſented to us, and which 


we take ſuch Pains to acquire and preſerve, the 


Shadow of them alone, is the Portion our Hearts 
ſtand at laſt poſſeſſed of. 

Recollect a little; and if you can attend to thoſe 
Lamentations and Complaints which are perpetually 
iſſuing from the Bottom of your miſerable Hearts, 
even in the midſt of your higheſt Pleaſures and En- 
joyments: weep, . confeſs, that they are moſt 
worthy your Compaſſion and Concern; ſince, tho 
they have, from their firſt Motions, been inceſſant- 
ly buſied in the Purſuit of Truth itſelf, which is 
ſubſtantial Felicity; they have been only able to 
find themſelves deluded Sith) falſe Appearances, II- 
luſions, the Shadows of a Shade, and Vanity of Va- 
nities. 

Now in "ROE to beorive real Satisfaction 55 
this Misfortune, don't make your Application to 
Creature-Comforts, or hope to grow eaſy, or be- 
come happy by eſpouſing the Maxims of Pride, and 
the vain Philoſophy of this World. 

I know very well, that carnal Wiſdom and i inor- 
dinate Self. Love adviſe us to ſtand clear of For- 
reign Aſſiſtance, and even of the Giver Himſelf, if 
we — be compleatly happy; that they ſuggeſt 
to us nothing but Selt-Emoyment and Self- Poſſeſ- 
fion, as our greateſt Good: that whoever is in ſuch 
a State, cannot be unhappy; and that to pleaſe our- 
ſelves is better than to pleaſe Kings and Angels! 
This is ſtill nothing but Vanity. Nall ad beate 
vrvendum, ſeipſo contentus eff. -+-» Nullam fui par- 
ren 
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tem extra ſe quærit, ſays Seneca. And J turned 
2 elf to behold Wiſdom. ben ſaid I in my 

art, this alſo is Vanity. Eccleſ. 1. 12,15, 

Remember that as N Minds are the moſt per- 
fect and noble Repreſentations of the Supreme Be- 
ing; ſo they are leſs than Vanity itſelf, when de- 
priv'd of his Grace. of 

Whatever is big n and capable of entertain- 
ing the Deity, cannot be ſeparated from him, but it 
finks into nothing, and becomes immediately as lit- 
tle, as He is great. | 

That is to ſay, when che Soul in perſwaled to 
love and poſſeſs nothing but itſelf, the Greatneſs of 
that ſpiritual and immortal Subſtance dwindles into 
an immenſe Void, and infinite Miſery. 

Our Soul is of ſo divine and excellent a Nature, 
that when it ceaſes to converſe with God, it be- 
comes its own Tormenter, and real Hell. 

The Difference to be found between two finful 
Souls, the one already damned, and the other em- 
bodied and ſtill alive . Earth, is, that the for- 
mer is fully appriz d of its own immortal Nature 
and Condition, which is its real Misfortune; 3 and 
the other perceives neither, as yet. 

When the Soul 1s:{eparated by: Sin from Go D, it 
is infimtely: unhappy, and grows more ſenſible of its 
wretched Condition, as it approaches nearer to the 
Fire that cannot be quenched; then its Deſpair and 
Lamentations will come up to the Deſcription given 
long ſince by the Prophet, of its being reduced to 
nothing, and become as an empty Veel. GoD 
formed me indeed a great and valuable Creature, 
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capable of Glory, and the Enjoyment of his Divi- 
nity ; But now He has withdrawn Himſelf from 
me, and left me alone; I am nothing but Self; 
which. is Miſery of Miſeries, and palpable Hell! 
To be a Spirit, and alone; to be an immortal Sub- 
ſtance, and Vanity! This is Vanity, and Yexation 
of Spirit. ENT) 0 
by MAXIM IV. 

God ſhall bring every work into Judgement whe- 
ther it be good, or whether it be evil. Ec- 
cleſ. 12. 14. | 75 

The Fear of the Lord 1s the Beginning of Know- 
ledge. Proverbs 1. 7 ei OBI 


PARAPHRASE: 


Tax Fear of God is the Principle of true Know- 
ledge. That which proceeds from the Fear of of- 
fending Men, or a Defire of pleaſing them, is a 
falſe and deceitful Motive: and altho' there are ma- 
ny Pretenders to Wiſdom, and Politics in the World, 
yet is not the Number of Fools lefſen'd thereby. 

There cannot be greater Folly, than to appear 
diſcreet in our 1 towards every Body, ex- 
cepting God; or to be ſhy of giving offence to an 
Perſon; but Him only. , . 1er | 4 


lr 1911s - vn BELLE ERION: | 
The fixſt and principal Rule you ought to make 
choice of, in order ta conduct yourſelf wiſely, is, 


4 


If 


to ſtand in Awe of your 5 Judge. 
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If you defign that holy and ſalutary Fear ſhould 
ariſe in your Breaft, and ſubdue the Remains of your 
_ finful Incl inations and Affections, the beſt means is 

to be mindful of the i and Za/? Truths; and to 
weigh well by daily and deyout Reflections, whence 
you came, and whither you are going; what was 
your Original, and what will be your End; from 
whom you did receive your good Things, and to 
whom you are reſponſible; what you owe your 
Creator, and what Sentence your Judge will one dax 
ans upon You. 3 | 4 
Tour Debts and Obligations to the Goodneſs of 

our Creator, are not proper Subjects for a long 
Diſcourſe, but fur a long and deep Meditation: an 
tho' there ſhould be but little ſaid upon each Head, 
yet 1s there Room, for Years and Ages of Silence 
and Wonder, upon every Article. 43 
That which ſeems to be moft ſurpriſing, and 
which ought to be moſt particularly confidered by * 
you, is, that thoſe, Debts. of yours have not ceaſed 
increaſing, ever fince you had a Being, nay, that 
they continue to increaſe with the Days of your Life, 
preceded even your Birth, and are older than your 


b 1 * bas: L336] Oda: 14 of 
Jou once began to be; you were thought 
from Eternity : before the Beginning, and before 
2 itſelf, Gop was; and you were beloved by | 
Confider alſo you that was Nothing; after what 
Manner yon was produced, and with how much Ho- Þ 
nour von have been brought out from a State of 
eternal Reproach. Mhen you were produced in 2 3 
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Perſon of the firſt Man, the Creator made Heaven 
and Earth; that is to ſay, two Worlds, and two Para- 
diſes; and he made them particularly for your Uſe. 

* Height of all Favour is, that Gop has form- 
ed you for himſelf alone, and that He has given 

you — to the Intent that you ſhould be ever - 

gly united to Him: willing at the ſame Time, 
that what was to be your divine Occupation to all 
Eternity, viz. the Knowing and Loving Him, ſhould 
take upalſo your Time below, and be the main Em- 
ploy ment of your mortal Life. 

O Kindneſs inexpreſſible! O Glory ſupreme * 
infinite! But it is very terrible at the ſame Time 
to confider, that during this glorious State, every 
Moment that we live without the Love of Gon, 
is a Moment of Sin: and that all thoſe Moments 
of Sin and Ingratitude are to be accounted for, and 
examined at the Hour of Death. 

op begins with conferring . bur will fi 


niſh all ringing us 
He who fees 5 ſeeks y A al e Ye many * to preſerve 


you, 1. 8 quickly call you to receive Sentence; and 
when you are brought before Him; His Juſtice will 
be employed in conſidering in your Perſon, what 
you have done, and what 1s proper for Him to do; 
the Favours He has conferred, the Returns you are 
making, and have made. 

He will compare your Actions with His, and will 
oblige your own Conſcience! to enter into the Soru- 
tiny at the ſame time with Him; He will make 
you ſenfible that the Operations of His Holineſs, 


and the Works of Darkneſs are no Strangers in the 
D 2 


ſame 
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ſame Breaſt. For God ball bring every work into 
Judgement, withievery ſecret thing, whether it be 
80 „ or whether it be evil. Eccleſ. 12. 14. 

Begin the Compariſon now at the Foot of the 
Croſs, before your Redeemer and Father, which you 
muſt be obliged to make one day before your Judge, 
when the Book, in which all Truths are written, 

my be laid open before you! © 
Think no upon that Mercy, which a prevent - 
edi the ſad . onſequences of your Deſerts; and for- 
get not your own Ingratitude, which has followed 
ſo. cloſe upon that Mercy, and which has ſprung 
up in the Midſt of ſo many Graces and Favours. 
How great is that juſtice which determines the 
Bounds of Good and Evil; which ballances the Good- 
neſs of Go, and the Offences of Man, and plainly 
diſcoyers to us the Infinity of Both! 

In ſhort; dwell upon the Thought of that Eter- 
nity; in which Sinners will never ceaſe to be Sinners, 
and proud; nor their Judge to give Righteous Judge- 
ment: in which His Holineſs ſhall be the Meaſure 
of His Anger; His Anger infinitely offended, the 
Meaſure of their Puniſhment ; and His infinite Per- 
fe&ions; which: they never can behold, the Meaſure 
of their Deſpair! 

I ſay too much upon a Suby ect, Which requires 
nothing leſs than a Multiplicity of Words. The 
whole Hiſtory:of Man may be compriſed in the Four 
— Sentences. His Pleaſures will have an 
End: His Ations vill he 3 - His Sins will be 
umi ſbeud; aud his Pains will be eternal! 
de are — that require not ſo much to be 
tt rea 
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read of, as to be ſeriouſly meditated and contem- 
plated upon. Whatever Opinion the World has of 
the Abilities of any Man, that Perſon has not ſo 
much as touched upon the Confines of Wiſdom, who 
has not made them the daily Subjects of his Medi- 
tation. The Fear of the Lord is the Beginning of 
Knowledge: ' 
Youth and Folly think only upon the Time pre- 
ſent; Covetouſneſs upon that which is to come; Po- 
liticians remembring what has happened yeſterda 
foreſee what may happen to morrow: But true Wiſ⸗ 
dom extends her Views, on one hand, to the Be- 
of Time, and the Creation of Mankind; on 
the other, into the State of the Dead, and Eterni- 
ty: And of theſe two diſtant” Extremes, makes a 
preſent Now, and — all her Thoughts with- 
in that Compaſs. L. 8 


MAXIM V. 


When the wicked cometh, then cometh atk c con- 
tempt, and wh b Rr reproach. P. rov. 
000 Ft i all 

| gs ee 


* which hinders you from ſeriouſſy 'refle&- 

upon theſe Chriſtian Truths, and which makes 

you ne ne es the Affair of your Converſion, as a By: 

eſs below the Conſideration of a Wit, and à Per- 

ſon of Diſtinction, is the Cuſtom you have contract- 

ed of living diſorderl and never Tay 4 "Check 
to your irregular Paſſio ons. 


This 
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This wicked Cuſtom. is the Bottom of that Abyſs, 
from whence the Sinner is rarely ſeen to emerge, 
or regain the Paths of Repentance and Salvation. 

But it is our Duty to get clear of theſe Hin- 
drances: and the Holy Fathers and Spiritual Di- 
rectors will ſhow. us the Way: and one of the moſt 
effectual, is that which Solomon adviſes 1 to, in 


the following Maxim. 

if bo 88 M A” X I M vr” 4 

Whew 1 eee that I could not gg ob- 3 
tain her (i. e. Chaſtity. ver. vulg.) * nc 1 
Save 18 Fd (and that was a point of wiſ- 
Am alſo, io know whoſe gift ſhe 4500 1 3 


uno ar aud beſought him with my 


whole heart, Wild. 8. 21. 


PARAPHRASE. 

BRING deſirous of obtaining Grace to ſubdue my 
evil Habits, and to live holily, I addreſſed my ſelf 
to Gop, and asked it of Him, with all my Heart, 
and with all the Strength that the moſt inflamed | 
Affection could inſpire me withal. 

Covered with Tears, and proſtrate before his ho- 
iy Altars, where I heard his Voice ſummoning me 
to Repentance, I ſaid unto Him: Lord! that Wy: 
dom, and that Light which make Man to fee the | 
Beauty of Vartue, is Part of thy Eſſence, ſpread 
them rect in my Heart. Thou commandeſt me 
to be chaſt, and devout; grant me thoſe Gifts, and 
then command what Thou pleaſeſt. 1 u 7 4 j 

E- i 
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ſpeak to him, it it were poſſible; an 
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REFLECTION. 


Never imagine that you ſhall receive theſe Sorts 
of Fayours, nor any other Spiritual or Temporal, 


if you do not zealouſly ask them: without Prayer 


'tis impofſible you ſhould change your Method of 
Life : You may entertain the firft Motions and ſome 
faint Wiſhes of being Chaſt; but according to the 
ordinary Proceedings of Divine Wiſdom, you can- 
not obtain even them, mach leſs the Power of being 
fo, or effectually accompliſh that good Deſire, but 
by the Means of Prayer. © © 
Again; Hope not at all for them, 1 you do not 
earneſtly demand them, and with inflamed and fin- 
Jo beſeech Gop faimly, that He would have pi- 
ty upon your wretched Condition, is only, to pray 
Him to ſuſpend your Puniſſnnent, that you ma 
procraſtinate the Time of your Converſion; and it 
does but teſtify your Fear, leaſt He ſhonld hear you, 
and oblige you to love Him only; when your real 
Concerns, leaſt you ſhould be diſengaged from thoſe 
Chains, which bind you ſo ſtrongly to the Creature. 
When we pray, Gop would have yor very Bowels 
| that we ſhould 
end forth ſuch divine Ardours from within, as ſhould: 
make our Sighs mount up to His Throne, and even: 
follow Him as far as his Juſtice would have Him fly, 
to be out of the reach of our/Petitions. . 
[Gov muſt de followed, ſolicited, importuned: fol- 
low Him, preſs Him, and cont inuaſly importune Him: 
fear nothing, except your Want of Perſeverance, and 
taking a Denial at his Hands. Hope 
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Hope in his Word, as the Saints have done, even 
againſt Hope itſelf; and in ſpight of Deſpair. Tell 
Him, when you ſee his Sword drawn in tus Hand, 
and ready to ſacrifice you to his Vengeance, nay, 
when he has plunged it into your very Heart, that 

ou will adore, his Goodneſs, even in the Jaws of 
Heath, and at, the Gates of Hell; nay farther, that 
you will {till wait his good Pleaſure, and reſt aſſured 
of his. Aſſiſtancte. 

Say, that it is immediate Deſtruction to fly, when 
He threatens: that there is no Place ſo ſecure for 
you, when He is angry, as the Place of his Reſi- 
dence; that There only, the Miſerable, the Sinner, 
755 Dead find Safety. To whom. ſball we go? 

aff the Words of eternal Life... I am a Sin- 

71 and I am mortal; whom can I ſeek but Thee? 

cknowledge that He can do all Things; that He 
is 5 Lord and Maſter; but Wy thn that {len = 
as He is, 


Ye pd 


Animals; that yo 
#nder, his 7 Tab 
Expreſs your, ſelf as 20 that Woman who knew full 
well how to apply her 1 to n We What 
| i 2. tho 
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tho he ſhould call you importunate, ' ſhould reject 
you, and order you to be gone; yet, quit not your 

Station; but lay hold on his Feet, and declare that 
you will not ſtir from thence, till He either puniſhes 
your Importunity with Death, or hears your Prayers. 
In ſhort, behave your ſelf ſo manfully in the Exer- 
ciſe of theſe Holy Violences, till you oblige and 
compel Him, to utter that reviving and ſalutary 
Sound to Sinners, O Woman | great is thy Faith, be 
it unto thee even as thou wilt | Thou doſt aftoniſh 
me, O thou faithleſs Creature! Thy Confidence is 
prodigious ! yet, go in Peace; That which thou de- 
ſireſt, ſhall be granted Thee. 3 

The Glory of Princes is to prevent their Subjects 
Petitions, and to confer Favours before they are 
asked: But the Glory of Gop is to wait till He is 
ſolicited, and He is moſt beneficent and kind, the 
longer He permits us to weep, and pray, before 
He hearkens to our Wants. His Benefits are in a 
manner none at all, if they come too ſoon: His 
Grace is not perfectly Grace, nor laſting, if it is 
ſhed upon us before we have long, ardently and 
perſeveringly defired iit. 

Take great Care not to yield upon the firſt Re- 
fuſal, and withdraw not yourſelf too ſoon, out of 
Vexation, Cowardice or Deſpair. - That has always 
been the Misfortune of thoſe, who never obtained 
their Ends. The true Secret of obtaining, is to be 
importunate to the laſt Degree. A 7 

Our Importunity is as pleafing to Gop, as it is 
diſpleafing to Man. 009. ni Rar wot 
It is a Sign, when we ask 4 Spiritual * 

that 
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that we heartily defire them; and when we ſeek 
for Temporal ones, tis as ſure a Token of our re. 
nouncing all other Aſſiſtanoes, and that we would 
obtain them from Him only. Both the one and the 
other Teſtimony is able to do eveſy Thing with His 

and Juſtice. Tis this filial ce which 
He ſoes in our conftant and daily Prayers, that opens 
His Heart, and inſinitely pleaſes Him. 


MAXIM VIL 


Tru is the Lord with all thy Heart: in all 
thy ways acknowledee Hom and le G di- 
* thy Paths. Prov. 3. 5,6. 


 PaARAPHRASE. 


PLATE your whole Trat in God: Commit all 


Affairs to his Care and Goodnets, Yay Soren 1 


upon Hun in all your Domgs, and tet your 
83 
to go by, Tum you ought to 
puch upon, an onder to act weil and wiſely, and as 
* 4 for Succeſs in all your Und 
g us you koep your Hycs fixed wpon Him, 
with Love and C 2 
F NIED CEELF. VALE" 


* KA TLRCTIOR. 
we ſee a great many unhappy "Wy Sa in the 
World, but ic cb, dennuſe {> e. rare willing un put 
their Truſt in Gop. | 
mas s nothing to often promifed ws, as the Di- 


vine 
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Wn if we will but hope in Gon alone: 
nr we are ſo unwilling to make 


T 

Pied inves ſometimes to rel y upon Him, 
but in the ſame Manner St. Peter did — Wa 
ter, with Fear and Trembling ; and Diftruſtmg ei; 
ther His Will, or Power to fupport u. 

We chuſe rather to confide in the Promiſes and 
good Will of our fellow Creatures, and to feek our 
Safety from them. But that is, as {/ateh fays, 4 
truſt in the ſtaff of a brakem reed, whereox if A man 
kan, i will go into bes Baud, aud pierce it. Iaiah 

26. 6. 

All Creatures are deceitful: They are nat ſtrong 
enough to be our Support; They have anly Power 
to betray, and ruin us. 

Their Approach and Welcome are very engaging, 
and give great Hopes the br r pd 
make us, 1s ſes; the ſecond, is Excuſes; the 
third, Neglect; and the laſt, Falſebasd 

Thus generally conclude the Friendfhips of t his 
World: and raiſes more Indignation in us, 
or is the Subject of greater Complaints, than that 
we have believed, we have hoped, we have loved; 
and for this very Reaſon, becaufe we have always 
found our ſelves deceived; and it is from theſe falſe 
Expectations, and blind Friendſhips, that all our Af- 
_ Repentances, and Deſpondencies take their 

rigin. 

Theſe three Things, 7s Bee, to hope, and 10 love, 
are three Theological Virtues, and Top-perfe&tions, 
when they reſpect Gon; but _ they regard on- 


2 ly 


1 
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ly the Creature, they become fo many Weakneſſes 
and Failings, very diſhonourable to the Mind of Man. 

When we truſt entirely to Gop's Word, and have 
no Miſgivings within, there is nothing abroad, that 
can diſturb:us. We walk ſecurely amidſt the Diſor- 
ders and Dangers of the World, and we ride upon 
its Surges as fafely as we could ſtand upon the firm- 
eſt Rock. Gop ſuperintends all, and is our Strength 
and Support. But fo ſoon as Diftruſt in His Provi- 
dence ſeizes us, all is diſconcerted, and Death and 
Hell lye open to our View. © 

Saint Peter blamed the Tempeſt for the Danger 
he was in; but our Saviour upbraided him with his 
own Cowardice. When we begin to fink, we lay 
our Danger upon the Winds and Waves, upon For- 
tune, or the Malice of our fellow Creatures, and we 
boldly expoſtulate with Gop for not appeaſing them, 
or not entirely removing our Misfortunes. But Gop 
who ſees our inmoſt Thoughts, accuſes us for our 
Want of Faith. He demands of us, why we diſtruſt- 
ed His Word? why we doubted His 3 and why 
we tremble? O ye of little Faith, ore 1 aid 72 
doubt ? | 

MAXIM VI II. 


Deliver him that ſuffereth wrong-- ſo ſhat aon 
be as the Sn of the moſt Heb Eocleſ 4. 
5.10. 


PARAPH RAS E. 


wa you defire to be ſaved, and to be ſo ab 
as to be of the * of the „ the 
ildren 
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Children of Gop, you muſt wear the Badge of the 
Ele&; and exerciſe Charity towards the Affficted, 
as the Means principally conducing thereto. 


cet REFLECTION: - 

True Devotion has ſomething in common with 
true Nobility, and true Conrage : theſe three emi- 
nent Qualities have one Characteriſtick that mani- 
feſts them. Their common Mark is, to be poſſeſſed 
of great Humanity, and a fincere and difintereſted 

| Inclination to do what is well pleafing to others, and 
to relieve the Diſtreſſed in their ſeveral Neceſſities. 
If this Signature is not ſtamped upon your Soul, 
but is a Practice diſagreeable to you, you are nei- 
ther a Perſon of Honour, Quality, or Conſcience, 
nay, indeed you are no Chriſtian. People may de- 
nominate you as they pleaſe: Gop, who knows all 
Things, will efteem you but as an Infidel and a Re- 
SI OI eee | 

And as you are more powerful, and of an higher 
Rank than others, ſo ought'you more-particularly 
to regard and exerciſe this great Law of Chriſtia- 
nity, Mercy and Charity. ©" .r?. . 

Be not only knowing in the Privileges of your Birth 
and Station, but remember alſo the particular Du- 
ties and Obligations of them, and conclude,” that as 
GoD has raiſed you above others in the ſame City 
or Country, He has only placed you there, as He 
has the Sun in the Firmament, to be a more uni- 
verſal Benefactor. 5 | 
The Grandeur and Power which you are Maſter 

of, is only a ſtronger Obligation upon you to pro- 
tect 


tect the Innocent, and ſeppart the Weak; when - 
ever yon ſee any in Miſery or Diſtreſs, they are 1 
ſo many per for your Benevolence and 

Good-Nature to exert themſelves upon: neither your 
Care or Time onght to be 3 a Property of 
your own: your Life wfelf is given you by Gop, 3 
for. the ſake "a the Miſerable, — ought to be ge- 
nerouſly employed in their Service. ant to be 
with them that werp, and mourm with them that 
mom. Eccleſ. 7: 24. 2 
;  Succaur thoſe wha are perſecuted by Injuſtice and 


I-Natare: and ftop not your Ears againft their: 


Cries and Complaints. Have the Courage to re- 
{cue them from the Oppreſſton of the Proud, 
make dare your Arm to {et them at liberty. Poft- 
pone not this fo any other Buſineis you may have; 
and never be at reſt till all honeſt People are fo, 
wherever you have any Intereſt or Authority. De- 
liver him —_ eren wrong from the ha of the 
Oppreſſor, and he nos faint- bearted, when thom fitte/? 
in Judgement. Eccleſ. 4. 9. 

Give Audience to the Poor, without ſhewing any 
Signs of Uneaſineſs, Neglect, or Impatience. Per- 
mit them at leaſt to repreſent their Cafes to you, 
without to their Diſtreſſes, the Mortifica - 
tion of a Repulfe; and let them not fee that a bare 
Narration of their Grief is troubleſome to you: Hear 
them, and he not ſd hard-hearted as to refuſe them 
one kind Word of Comfort. At leaſt let ſome Ten- 


s 
and ; 
1 — 


derneſs appear in your Looks; and dom t fancy you 


demean your fell, or act out of Character, when you f 
look tenderly upon the Oppreſſed, or give them 
Leave 3 


r dd as 
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Leave to expreſs their Contern before you. Ler it 
nt grieve thee to how down thine ear to the poor, 
aud groe him a fraendly anfwer with meckneſs, Ec- 
cle. 8. | | | 
 Behave your ſeif toward Gon as his Slave; to- 
ward the Middle Sort of Men as their Equal; to- 
ward the Proud as their Superiour. Looſe not an 
Inch of Pretenſions toward the latter. Raiſe 
your ſelf above the Inſolence of Men; but proſtrate 
your {cif before the Dime Majeſty and Power. Ap- 
pear humble before Him, who has made you great; 
and adore that Power which is able to deſtroy you: 
compathonate thoſe Mis ſortunes winch may happen 
to all of us, and diſregard not the Tears, which fall 
from Eyes, ſo like your own. Cet aby ſe the Love 
of the Congregation, and bow thy head to a great 
Be aot in your Government, ar on Eftate 
like a Lion, which tears in Pieces all he meets in 
his Way. Be aſhamed to diſtreſs your Family, when 
you enjoy all the Meffings of Life; and ſuffer not 
your Houſe, to be the Seat of disfortunes, bociuſe 
you are the QOwnerof it; nather let thoſe, o hive 
under the fame Roof with yon, thank themſelves the 
miſerabieſt of Mortats, or that they are wnluckity 
placed there, to be atways ved and vormented: 
by the Fiend that | anc] apitates pou. A 
not as a Lion in thy Houſe, or frantick among thy 
Servants. Eccleſ. 4. 20. ] 2 
. — of — ne 
„m a perpetual ty of Mind; always pre- 
ſent to yourſelf, and nttemtive to your Affairs; — 
ami 


40 The Connſels — 


amidſt the Changes of Fortune, juſt and affable to 
your Domeſtics; courteous to your Friends; chari- 
ritable to the Needy; - and obliging to all Mankind. 
You ought to put no other Value upon your Riches 
and Honours, than as they capacitate you to be more 
ſerviceable to a greater Number of People: and you 
ought to eſteem the Suit and Service, and Friend- 
ſhip which others pay, and demonſtrate towards you, 
not as your Naber, or juſtly your Due, but as ſo 
many Incentives to perſwade you to become more 
beneficial and cond ſeending ta them; at leaſt they 
ſhould encourage you not to come ſhort in Affection 
to a who, ood ewes _ erm or n to 


vou 
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4 FD S Pride ſhall bring him low: but Honour 
hall uphold the Humble in Ae. Proverbs 
45 1 N 


— * 48 ene 
8 ene ſeeks after the Humble in Spirit: tho 
Fork hide themſelves, it will find them out. The 
Ambitious who ſearch after it ſhall be abaſed. Who- 
ever would raife himſelf by Pride, ſhall obtain No- 
thing, but what he would avoid; he ſhall cw into 
Reproach, and Lo therein. 


RRFLECTIO R. 


Inthis Caſe, there is no Exception either for Men 
or Angels. The moſt perfect and moſt amiable Be- 
W833 when they grow haughty and proud, _ 
the 
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the moſt loathed and deſpicable. The Inſolence that 
appears amidſt their Virtues and Perfections, forms 
ſomething ſo ſhocking, that it is not to be endured: 
What Stench and Rottenneſs is in a Carcaſe, that 
is Pride in immortal Spirits; they are every where 
inſupportable. They are look d upon both in Hea- 
ven and on Earth, with Horror and Deteſtation: 
both this World, and the other, conſpire to hate and 
deſpiſe them | 
The Conſent is as univerſal and ſtrong to do Ho- 
nour to Humility. The Reſpect of Men, the Friend- 
ſhip of Angels, the Favours of the Son of God; all 
the Gifts of Heaven, and the Honours of Time and 
Eternity are conferred upon the Humble. There 
are none in the Court above, nor any truly prede- 
ſtinated in the Church Militant here below, but ſuch 
as theſe. There are none but theſe bleſſed Spirits 
to be found in Paradiſe: Grace and Glory are their 
Portion and Inheritance. The only true Secret to 
procure Eſteem, is Self-Diſregard. For Honour ſhall 
uphold the Humble in Spirit. 
That you may ſet the leſs Value upon your ſelf, 
learn, and know well what you are. This Know- 
ledge 1s not to be attained barely by Reading, or by 
the Inſtruction of others: you muſt conſult your own 
Conſcience, and that will give you the trueſt Infor- 
mation, ask that; and you will grow humble, fo 
ſoon as you give ear to it, and you are at leiſure to 
conſider what that ſuggeſts to you, and what that 
— oblige you to believe and confeſs, upon this Ar- 
ticle. 10 e A 
Humility itſelf conſiſts in profeſſing after a de- 
F c vout 
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vout and fincere Manner, and from the Bottom of 
your Heart, that you are nothing in your ſelf, but 
Sin, Weakneſs, and Corruption: that whatever elſe 
happens to be good in you, comes from above; and 
# you have — over others in your Birth 
and natural Endowments, that even thole valuable 
Advantages are not the Reward of your Virtue, or 
the Work of your own Hands, but the Gifts of Di- 
vine Love, and Gop's Providence: that indeed Gop 
hat been very gracious to you, and that his Favours 
are daily conferr'd upon you, but that your Sins grow 
up and increaſe. with them: and that theſe two 
Things are the moſt remarkable Occurrences of your 
Life; the one, that your Wickednefles have not hin- 
der'd Gop from loving you tenderly, and heaping 
all manner of Benefits upon you; the other, that 
ſo many Benefits, and ſo great Love have not pre- 
vented your Ingratitude; nay, that you have been 
an Ingrate from'the very firſt Moment, that you 
became ſenfible that He loved you. 

Say all this from your Heart, and think ſeriouſ- 
ly about it; above all take care that your humble 
and reſpe&ful Looks, Carriage, and Deportment, 
with your whole external Behaviour correſpond with, 
and carry the Tokens of the real Sentiments you 
have of your own Perſon, and the internal Contempt 
that you entertain of your ſelf. In all your Conver- 
ſations, let Modeſty be the Pourtrait of your hum- 
ble and innocent Mind: and let the ſame Modeſty 
be conſpicuous upon all Occaſions, and before all Per- 
ſons. In whatever Place you are, live and ſpeak like 
one, who is th roughly convinced of his own Un- 
Worthineſs. | When 
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When you appear in the Preſence of Gop, and are 
proſtrate on your Knees before His Footſtool, if you 
heartily deſire to pleaſe Him, and in ſome Meaſure to 
deſerve, that He ſhould determine to glorify you by 
His Power, let the principal Part of your Devotion 
conſiſt in repreſenting to Him, how much youdeſerve 
to be neglected. When you contemplate Truth it 
ſelf, be not backward in confeſſing — own Frail- 
ties. Let His Light manifeſt your Darkneſs; trem- 
ble, weep, and be aſhamed and confounded at your 
ſelf. To whatever Pitch of Grandeur His Goodneſs 
may have exalted you, let it not hinder you from 
worſhipping Him, with Humiliations proper to the 
Nothingneſs of a ſinful Creature; and who has de- 
ſerved to be treated in a worſe and more deſpicable 
Manner than you was before Gop drew you out of 
your primitive Nothing. DJ n en 

When you are upon the Bench, or at the Coun- 
cil- Board, amidſt a Crowd of Attendants and Specta- 
tors, who ſtrive to outdo one another in reſpect- 
ing and honouring you; make it appear to them all, 
that you are no Stranger to your ſelf, if you ex- 
pect, that their Compliments ſhould be fincere. 
| Make it plain in all that you do, or ſay, that you 
are not ignorant, amidſt all the Emoyments and 
Honours of a great Fortune, (as in the Encloſure of 
a rich and magnificent Tomb) you are nothing but 
a Shadow, or a little Duſt and Aſhes, hid under 
ſo ſplendid an Appearance; your Dependents may 
eſteem you as their Lord, and Judge: but you know, 
that in the Preſence of Gon, you have no other 
Pretenſions, than to Sin and Nothingneſs. * 
8 F 2 
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Do not only fay all this with your Mouth; but 
firmly believe it in your Heart; for, as I have al- 
ready affirmed, the Completion of all is, fo to be- 
heye 1t, and ſo to think of 1t, as that the v 
Thoughts of your Soul ſhould appear viſible in your 
_ Eyes, and unaffected Modeſty, like a Glory, ſet up- 
on your Countenance.' | 

Let it appear, I ſay, in all your Words and Actions, 
that you are fully perſwaded, that it is in effect 
owing to ſuch Thoughts, and Managements as theſe, 
that the greateſt Men have made themſelves amia- 
ble and become abſolute over all Hearts, ſo ſoon 
as they found the Way of adding the Sweetneſs of 
Humility to the Strength of their Underſtanding, 
and blending it ſo agreeably with all their other Vir- 
tues, and moſt glorious Performances. Whenever 
you are in Company, where it is ſo rare to find a 
Perſon, who knows himſelf, or who ſpeaks with 

Modeſty and Humility, be you humble; but take 
care at the ſame time to ſtand clear of Affectation 
and Vanity. 
Neither praiſe, or blame your Conduct at all; keep 
ſtrictly to the Laws of Prudence; neither ſay Good 
or Evil of yourſelf. Don't think you have done 
enough, when you look upon your {elf as leſs per- 
te& than your Neighbours: but count your ſelf as 
a mere Nothing, and of whom Nothing ought to 
ſaid or ſpoken. : 
Don't ſolicit for Contempt; only take care not to 
be diſpleas d when you are little ſet by; and —.4 4 
vour to be ſo humble, as to expect ſuch a Thin 4 
hayply; and to love them, who deſpitefully _— _ 
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Never commend the Blameworthy; fatisfy your ſelf 
with finding fault with Nobody. 

When you meet with Perſons truly contemptible, 
inſtead of deſpiſing them, learn from them, how 
much you deſerve to be deſpiſed, and eſteem them 
as the Repreſentatives of a moſt important Truth 
to you. 

The Shadow that you behold at your Feet, whilſt 
the Sun ſpreads his Beams, and enlightens you above, 
what is it, but a black and dark Figure that repre- 
ſents your Body, ſuch as it is during the Night, and 
ſuch as it would ever have continued, had not that 
Sun been lighted up in the Firmament ? 

The Miſerable which you find every where in this 
World, whilſt you enjoy the Bleſſings of Heaven, 
and Gop is continually heaping Favours upon you; 
what are they, but a dreadful Picture, in which you 
are livelily delineated, if it ſhould pleaſe His Di- 
vine Providence to forſake you? 

Say then, you who are rich, and happy, who want 
for nothing, when you ſee a poor Lazar at your 
Gate, covered with Sores and Ulcers, and ready to 
expire with Cold and Hunger; ſay, behold my Sha- 
dow ! behold what I ſhould have been, had not Gop 
ſhewn more Care of me, than of others, and been 
particularly kind. 

All you, who are wiſe and devout, when you hear 
a Report of the ſcandalous Lives of male or female 
Sinners; fay, at the ſame time behold our Like- 
neſs! For ſuch we ſhould have been, and ſuch we 
ſhould now be, did but the Son of Righteouſneſs 


withdraw his Beams, and leaye us deſtitute of his 
Grace. Tis 
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Ti true, the Life of ſuch a Perſon, is horribly 
ſcandalous; but it is however the Image of your 
own. Humble your ſelf therefore, and adore the 
Mercy of Gap, who has done ſuch great Things for Rx 


you. | 


MAXIM X. 


There ſhall no Evil happen to the Juſt. Prov. 


72. a3. 
1, PARAPHRASE. 
Taz juſt and deyout Perſon always enjoys inter- 


nal Peace and Quiet. There is no Accident that can 


ruffle him, hinder him from doing his Duty, or raiſe 
a Tempeſt in his Breaſt. Fear and Sorrow are Storms 
that never blow in the ſuperior Region, in which 
he is placed by Grace. The Noiſe indeed may reach 
him there, but this Calm of Mind never forſakes 
him: and ſo long as he is eaſy within, it little con- 
cerns him, that his Fortune is diſcompoſed, or that 
His Affairs are in diſorder. | tort 1 


REFLECTION. 


Accuſtom your ſelf to look upon every Thing 
that happens with a perfect Indifference. When 
Affliction is your Lot, grow not angry with Gop 
Almighty, neither quit your Reſolution of remain- 
ing ever faithful to Him. | 

Bear his Chaſtiſements with Hunulity and Re- 
ſpect, and never let your Courage or Virtue fink 
under the Tryal. Remember that Gor chaſtiſes 
every one whom he loves: and as a Father is never 
| | bet- 
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better pleaſed with his Child, than when he receives 
Correction at his hands humbly and ſubmiſſively; 
ſo Man is never ſo acceptable to his Creator, as 
when he appears humble, obedient and faithful un- 
der his afflicting Diſpenſations. There is no Man 
exempt from ſuffering; the true Chriſtian ſuffers 
with Patience, and the Saint with Pleaſure. | 
The Beginning of Holineſs is to be eaſy, and re- 
ſigned to Gop, when He afflits us: but the Perfection 
of Holineſs is, to eſteem our ſelves happy under 
His correcting Hand, and to rejoice as the Apoſtles 
did, when they went out from the Sanhedrim load- 
ed with Reproaches for the ſake of Jeſus Chrift. 
Aud they departed from the Preſence of the Council, 
5 rejoycing that they were counted worthy to ſuffer 
nh Same for his Name. ---- And they ceaſed not to 
h preach Jeſus Chriſt. Acts 5.41, 42. 
5 FF This1s without doubt the higheſt Stage of the ſpi- 
ritual Life, and I may ſay, after the holy Fathers, 
t that to ſee a Perſon enjoy a heavenly Tranquility 
of Soul, amidſt the Diſtreſſes and Ruins of his For- 
tune, is to behold what is moſt wonderful, under 
the new and powerful Diſpenſation of the /xcarnate 


5 BY yd: to hear, I ſay, that this very Perſon, has no 
* other Complaints to make to thoſe, who come to vi- 
4 {it him, or to the Angels who look down upon him, 


than what St. Paul had, when he ſuffered in the 
Fleſh, and declared that He rejoyced with exceed- 
ig great Joy, nay, that he was overwhelm'd with 
Joy, and the Satisfaction he felt, even ſurpaſſed his 
Pains and his Sufferings. 


And theſe were the Sentiments of all the primi- 
| tive 
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tive Saints: they always ſpoke of the Time of Ad- 
verſity, as the moſt happy and moſt defireable Pe- 
riod of their whole Lives. - 
In ſhort, by our Sufferings we reſemble our Cru- 
cified Saviour whilſt on Earth; we are made equal i 
to the glorious Army of Martyrs in Heaven; and 
in our Deaths we excel the Angels themſelves. 
To Dye, and to Suffer, is the Completion of Di- 
vine Charity: it was the higheſt Pitch of Glory 3 
that God Man aimed at, when He fulfilled all Love, 
and amidſt the Terrors of Death upon the Croſs, pro- 
nounced aloud, I is finiſhed. p 
This is a Point of Honour, at which the Angels 
never arrive; but to which the devout Soul may. 
Aſpire therefore after it, whilſt thou art mortal and 
paſſible. Tis not enough that you love like Angels; 
no, do that, which they can never come up to; 
love amidſt Sufferings and Death 
At leaſt, ſupport your ſelf in that Condition with * 
Patience. When Diſeaſes, Poverty, or any other 
Calamities befal you, let not your Heart fink under 
their Burthen ; nor ſuffer the Perſecutions and Diſ- 
turbances of this World to ſhake your Conſtancy, 
or deſtroy the inward Repoſe of your Mind. 
Above all take particular Care not to be diſturbed ? 
at thoſe Inconveniences which ariſe from w:thin, * 
and take their Origin from the Corruption or Weak- ? 
neſs of our Nature; ſuch as Melancholy, ſcrupu- 
lous Fears, thoſe Torments of a weak and fearful 
Imagination. The greateſt Part of theſe Miſeries, 
as they he concealed within us, and are incurable 2 
by human Means, are nothing elſe but Clouds of 1 
| in- 
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internal Darkneſs, in which the Devil raiſes Phan- 
toms and Spectres, on purpoſe to ſcare and affright 
us. 

Don't be concern d at all, or buſy your-ſelf in diſ- 
puting with, or encountering theſe Chimerical Mon- 
ſters. Only patiently wait the Arrival of that Dawn, 
which will filently diſſipate them, and demonſtrate 
the Unreaſonableneſs of your Fears and Diſquietudes. 
I mean, that Divine Wiſdom which Gop commonl 
ſpreads abroad in the Minds of devout Perſons, af: 
ter ſuch ſorts of Derelictions. I ill yet make Do- 
Frine to ſhine as the Morning, and will ſend forth 
her Light afar off. Eccleſ. 24. 32. Wiſdom is the 
firſt Ray of the Light of Glory, and the true mor- 
ning Star of an happy Eternity. 

This is the Morning Star which cauſes all Doubts, 
Chimzras, and Ignorances of the human Fancy. to 
fly before it; which re-eſtabliſhes the Empire of Rea- 
ſon in its full Force, and makes all Truths ſelf-eyi- 
dent; which makes us love Virtue and our Duty; 
which revives our Courage, reſtores our drooping 
Hope with its Light, and never appears in our Ho- 
7120n, but to manifeſt the certain Approach of the 
Sun, and to aſſure us that we are of the Number 
8 the Elec, and that we ſhall be Witnefles of his 

ory. | w Heros 

he ſo far from letting theſe ſecret Perſecutions, 
or the common Accidents of Liſe deject you, or 
cauſe any Trouble or Diſquiet in your Breaſt, as - 
even not to be over - concerned at your very Sins 
and unforeſeen Failings. 134% nl! 

When it happens that you have been guilty of 

G any 
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any Fault; don't fall a crying and lamenting like a 
Child, that has fallen into the Mire. Withdraw ſi- 
lently and be ſo far aiding and aſſiſting to yourſelf, 
as to ſtretch out your hand to that Mercy, which 
is willing to meet you half way. Weep, but never 
deſpair: hate your own Weakneſs and Wickedneſs 
which have made you a Sinner; but adore the Wiſ⸗ 
dom of Gob, who knows how, from your Shame 
and Reproach, to increaſe His Glory. 

Know, that the moſt Godlike Action of His Power 
and Love, is to be able to bring Good out of Evil. 
Whilſt you are covered with Shame at your own 
Vileneſs, contemplate with Admiration the Deſigns 
of that Love and Kindneſs, which His Providence 
has contrived in your Favour, immediateiy upon 
your Fall. ee e 2 25d] 

Fear His Juſtice, and fly from it; but let your 
Flight always terminate in taking Sanctuary in His 
Goodneſs. Be touched with Compunction, but not 
diſcouraged; reſolve to manage your ſelf better for 
the future, without growing n or deſpair- 
ing of Pardon for what is already paſt. 

Tho true Contrition wounds the Heart, yet it 
carries along with it ſo much Balſam, as ſupports 
our Spirits, and eaſily makes it known and diſtin- 
guiſhed from a feigned or falſe Repentancee. 
The two laſt infallible Marks that we are in that 
State Gop would have us to be, are Tanquillity of 
Mini, uud FHumility of Behawwour. Be aſſured, that 
whatever is undertaken with too great an Eagerneſs, 
be it ſeemingly never ſo holy, can never be pleaſing 
to Gop: alt Manner of Infpiration that occaſions 
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any internal Diſturbance, is not from the Holy Ghoſt: 
all. Manner of Sorrow for your Offences, which 
tempts you to deſpair, comes from the Devil: and 
that Mortificgtion, which prompts you to Pride and 
Diſobedience, is the Suggeſtion of your grand Ad- 
verſary: even that Humility, which makes you fear 
there is no Forgiveneſs of your Sins, or that Gop 
diſregards your Tears, is falſe and deceitful, and on- 
ly tends to throw you into a State of Impenitence, 
and to make you die the Death of the Proud and Re- 
probate. A QT 

Uſe your ſelf with the greateſt Contempt and Se- 
verity, you are able. Humble your ſelf, and con- 
feſs, that a finleſs Condition 1s what you cannot at- 
tain to, and that you are the lazieſt and moſt un- 
grateful of Mortals; but however ſtand clear of the 
Humility of the Damned, and ſay not, that Salva- 
tion is entirely out of your Reach. | | 
Beſeech God to grant you the Power to act up to 
his Commands; and then preſent your ſelf before 
Him and intreat Him, to lay what Commands He 
pleaſes upon you. 
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ARTICLE 1 
R u L ® s 
ROK: 


The Direction of the Under- 
ſtanding. 


MAXI TE! 


Buy the Truth, and ſel it not; 445 Wiſdom, 
and Inſtruction, and a e Frey. 
23.23. wy 2 


PARAPHRASE. 


NDEAvoUR to poſſeſs, and take care never to 
part with that, which is of more Value than 

the Mines of both the Indies. 
Buy the Truth, but ſell not Wiſdom; ſeparate 


not theſe two Virtues; ; make your ſelf abſolute Ma- 


ſter of both. 
Let Truth be in your Words, and Wiſdom in your 
Thoughts. Know Things well, before you paſs your 
Judgement upon them; do not deceive * 
en 
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When you ſpeak, let it be ſtrict Truth; and lead 
nor your Audience into Error and Miſtake. Mis 


Think wiſely, and ſpeak ſincerely. In one Word; 
aim at the higheſt, and moſt perfect Condition, the 


Spirit of Man is capable of attaining 
Be ſo reſolved as never to believe, or ſay a 
bs that is falſe. Be wiſe, and be ſincere. Buy 
ruth, and ſell not Wiſdom. | 


REFLECTION. | 


is a Gift of great Value, the Grace of Sinceri- 
ty; and to be furniſhed with Abilities to keep one's 
Ground againſt the Violences and Flatteries of Wic- 
kedneſs in High Places, when they would provoke 
us to betray: our Confciences by uttering a Lie. 
Many Perſons have acquired this Grace at the Ex- 
pence of their Blood; and have given for it what 
they moſt valued in this World. Be not a Ni iggard 
in the Purchaſe of it: and if you have it not yet, 
procure it at any Rate. Whatever you give, is of 
infinite leſs Worth than that. Be not afraid to die, 
but afraid to live with the Character of being a Per: 
ſon of no Veracity; or of being thought to, prefer 
the moſt advantagious Condition of this miſerable 
mortal Life, to the Love of Truth. Buy the Truth. 
Let the Maxim which a wiſe Prince writ with his 
Finger ogy or the Lips of his Son, fink deep into your 
70% naher than Lie. Dread a Lie more 
rh) Death: and altho'. in common Converſation, 
*. reckoned à Yeceadillo, and even thought neceſ- 
ſary in Courts, do you eſteentit-in all Places the moſt 


6 Thing in Nature, and the —_ 
up- 
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ſupportable to a Man of Honour and Conſcience, 
Since you bear in your Soul the Impreſs of Divine 
Truth be aſſured your ſelf of the Certainty of what 
Solomon ſays, with Reſpect to Kings; that whate- 
ver Colour you may give to Lie, it will always 
misbecome your Muth. Exvelleni Speech berometh 
not a Fool; much IE, do Hing Lips a Prince. Prov. 
17. 7. ohe aan ON: ener IG) 
It is only proper for the Proud Angel, who has 
choſen it for his Charatteriſtic, and eſpouſed it, 
when he firſt commenced tiie Horror of Aan land 
transformed himſelf into a Devil. I ill aſcend 
above the Height of the Clouds, I will be like the 
oft Higb; was his firft Declaration to the Angels 
in Heaven; and it was a Lie. aiab 13. 14. e 
fall not ſurely die, vc ful be as Gods; Was his firſt 
Speech to Adam in Paradiſe; and that was another 
Lie. Gen 3.4, 5. Upon his being thrown into Hell, 
the firſt Thouglit he conceived, and the firſt Deſign 
he executed, in order to revenge himſelf upon God, 
was to reſolve to: lie eternally. In ſhort the firſt 
Hopes of Comfort he entertained amidſt his Tor- 
ments, were that all Men would be Liars; and that 
he ſhould find Means to ſpread the Contagion of his 
darling Sin, as wide, and as fur as the Sin of our 
ArftiParonts; 256 e ice nia 5 39.4 
An Undertaking, alafs! in which die has been but 
too ſucceſsful; and in which he ſtill ooindes to ſuc- 
ceed; after the Revolution of ſix thouſund ears! 
For who is the Man that hes not? Childrem do it 
in the very Cradle; and in their State of Innbeenee; 
1 Wiſe and Holy, in the Schools of Wiſdom; und 
- * 1] In 
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in the Chairs of Truth: Perſons of all Ages and Con- 
ditions are guilty of it. Among thoſe who have in- 
curred the Guilt of Original Sin, or who have had 
the Gift of Speech, there is not one to be found who 
lieth not, or that has not born this Image of the 
Devil upon his Tongue. 
However let it not reſt upon yours. Root up tlie 
leaſt Remainder of this abominable Vice that may 
lurk there: put away from you this wide deſtroying 
Evil. 72 vr oa 7 wb a (amy Mouth, and 
perverſe Lips far from thee\ Prev. 4. 24. Politi- 
cians LA their Study; ſeveral — 
and others their Trade: But do you as other great 
Men before you have done; deteſt it from the Bot- 
tom of your Heart. Do you eſteem it as the moſt 
heinous of Crimes, and tlie moſt infamous Aceiden 
that can befall a gener S... 
But as it is a diſhonourable Thing to lie and to de- 
ceive; it is no leſs ſo to be the Dupe and Paſtime 
of Lyars. Openneſs and Sincerity are very valua- 
ble Qualities; and it is good to be furniſhed with 
them; but don't for their ſake make Merchandiſe 
of your Prudence. Sell not Wiſdom. tt 
This is a Ray of Light as neceſſary to you as your 
very Eyes. Take great Care of it, and remember 
that you walk in the Night. Treacher yu Pretipices 
and Darkneſs ate upon the Face oſ the Hole Hartig 
ſtir not a Step without being illuminated, and ſeeing 
where you move, and what Objects ſurround you. 
Lou will meet with a great many: Meteors and 
falſe Fires; don't miſtake them for Becons and Elam- 
beaus : and note this down among your Maxims, that 
R the 
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the Mind of Man has not a greater Misfortune to 
ſhun, of a more ſenſible Affront to fear, than to be 
forced to dance after theſe falſe Lights, or to be the 
Spor t and Deriſion of Rnaves and Hypocrites. 
Be no Stranger to thoſe with whom you have any 
Dealings, or Intercourſe: know how to read the 
Hearts of thoſe, with whom you converſe; and be 
_ 1 What V would conceal, by what 
So obo zig OY 109) 

Diſtinguiſh true from Hulle Modeſty; and be not 
overreached, ſays Solomon, by ſame ort of People, 
ho: diffemble with their "Lips, ant lay up Deceit 
within them... Who ſpeak fair, believe them not. for 
there are ſeven Abominations, in their Hearts; which 
they hope to infect yours withal. Prov. 26. 24,25. 
+; Treaſon of the detpeſt Dye often counterfeits the 
greateſt Virtue, and commonly ſhrowds itſelf under 
the faiteſt Appearances; Innocence and Friendſhip 
are the Forms that Traytors aſſume that they ma 


| ſtrike/ more ſurely, and commit the greater Tohiet 


This was the Practice of their Chief, hen heb fuſt 
appeared in the Morld. 213 10} Job 20] 

"Tis by this Method, that the whole Pratornity 
of them have been ſucceſsful from that Time, to 
this very Day. How often:do. we meet with Dia- 
bolical Spirits, under the Gountenances and Tongues 
offthaſe, who would engage our Confidence by hea- 
venly and angelic Speeches! Human Prudence does 
what it can to diſcover their Pretenfions: but dont 

rely Wholly upon that; do you apply to true Wif 
dom, whoſe ſingular Property it is to diſcover the 
N and penetrate the Intentions from the Looks 


and 
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and Words of thoſe, with whom you converſe. 

If you have this Knowledge, ſell it not: above 
all, let not the Careſſes of a falſe Friendſhip, or an 
outſide Holineſs deprive you of it. Be ſo careful of 
it in all Tranſactions, and upon all Occaſions, that 
they, with whom you have to do, may conclude, 
you are a Perſon equally incapable of deceiving, or 
being deceived. 

Be not 1gnorant at leaſt, of theſe fone moſt ne- 
ceſſary Truths, tho commonly they lie out of View, 
and are not ſo often adverted to as they ſhould be; 
viz. Tour 0wn Failings; other Mens Ibhoughts; the 
Secrets of Nature; = the Myſteries of Religion. 

By the Benefit of Gopꝰs Grace and Providence, we 
are provided with proper means ww2thin us, to diſco- 
ver and know theſe Things. We know our own Faults 
and Miſery by the Light of natural Conſcience; the 
Thoughts and Intentions of other Men by Expe- 
rience, and the Exerciſe of our Judgements; the 
Secrets and Wonders of Nature, by the Concluſions 
of Philoſophy ; and laſtly the Greatneſs of God, and 
the Myſteries of Religion, by the Eyes of Faith. 

But the Happineſs you ought to aſpire moſt after, 
is, to petition for Divine Wiſdom as a h Requi- 
ſite, and to look upon that as the ſafeſt Light to 
ſteer your Courſe bj 

For, as thoſe Tapers may ſometimes languiſn or or 
be extinguiſh! d, the Buſineſs of Divine Wiſdom is 
to trim and keep them alive, and to take particular 
Care that ſufficient Light be held out to us, in this 
our Time of Darkneſs, and Danger. 

Lay too much: If * 1 9 employ your Me 

8 i- 
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B. nat * in thine own. Hes: 7 ORF Ln, 
a Nen from Evil Prov. 3.7. 


PARAPHRASE. 


BE not uind after ſuch a Manner as to be the only 
Perſon that is ſenſible that you are ſo: neither ſet 
up for an Original Pretender to Wiſdom, or fancy 
your ſelf able to draw with Succeſs upon / e own 
Underſtanding on all Occaſions. 

Remember that there is no other Wisdom, but 
the Fear of Gop, which can lay claim to Truth and 
Antiquity; and never be guilty of any Thing, that 
may make you offend * the Laws of Reaſon 
_ Conſcience. 


e 


RRTLICTI0 x. | 


Let it never enter into your Head that you are a 
Perſon of Merit and Confideration. Be the only one 
that knows nothing of the Matter, and who never 
ſpeaks a Word concerning it. 

Whoever fancies he is wiſe, all 00 long be ſo: 
and whenever he proclaims as much, he ceaſes in 
Reakity to be the Man; nay, perhaps he neyer was. 

We: ought to be ignorant of our Perfections, at 
leaſt we ought not to reckon upon them. Since we 

n n ſpiritual Nature, all our K 
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and Friendſhip ſhould tend to d ifferent Perſons from 
our ſelves: © 

We ſhould be afraid of Self. Complacency, leaſt we 
ſhould be pleafing to none but our ſelves; and if 
we are willing to be beloved, we muſt be careful to 
raiſe no Suſpicions, that we think we ought to be ſo. 
In ſhort, neither our Eyes, nor our Tongues, no more 
than our Hearts, are to be wholly employed in our 
own Service. It is not leſs Folly to ſpeak of, than 
to ones ſelf. Self-Admiration and a faulty Self. 
Love are both of a Piece; and perhaps, it is as dan- 
gerous to know our good, as to be ignorant of our 
bad Qualities. 

It is with the Virtues and Excellencies of the 
Mind „ as with the Deformities and Nakedneſs of 
the Body; we ought to draw a Veil ſometimes over 
both. It is not leſs criminal to entertain our ſelves 
in looking upon the one, than the other. All Mo- 
tions of that kind are immodeſt. Chaſtity and Good- 
Breeding forbid either, and Nature is equally of- 
den at both. 


MAXIM III. 


Seek nat out the Things that are too hard for thee, 
neither ſearch a Things that are above 2 
Strength. Eccleſ 3. 17. 


 PARAPHRASE. 4.70 
Nxvxx aim at the Attainment. of that 
are aboye your Capacity, or at the Co enfion 


of Myſteries that ſurpaſs the Force of human Un- 
H 2 der- 
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2 Content your ſelf with knowing what 
Gop has commanded, and what is neceſſary to your 
Salvation. And even as to the Works of Nature, 
ſurvey with Admiration what He is pleaſed to ex- 
poſe to your View: but never pretend to a 1 
very of what He would have concealed. 75 

I hat is. commanded thee, think — with 
Reverence, for it is not needful for thee' to fee with 
the . ag n that are in ſecret. Roots: 11. 


- 


1 5 #4 RtLECTION: 


"The Perfection and Excellence of a . Under- 
1 when it contemplates the Things of this 
World, conſiſts not in ſeeing and knowing better 
than others, what can neither be ſeen, or known 
at all; but in admiring and explaining more fami- 
larly that which it ſees, and which Providence 
has diſcover'd to every one of us. 

When a Perſon of Skill ſurveys a picture PULL is 
expoſed to publick View, it is not for his Credit to 
pretend to find out any Thing in the Piece, that is 
wholly undiſcoverable to common Standers by. The 
moſt ignorant and leaſt diſcerning ſee, as well as he, 

the Curioſity in general that appears in the Piece, 

but they ſee it not after the ſame Manner that he 
does. The Advantage ſuch a one has over others, 
is, that he reflects with Skill at the ſame Time he 
beholds; and that he knows by Reflection, and ſees 
by T hought, that which others ſee only with their 
naked Ic without making a deeper e in 
their c loudy Imaginations. | 
When a Ph Yalopher contemplates the Sun and 
13 tars, 
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Stars, and beholds in thoſe laſting Luminaries the 
Traces and Reſemblance of the Beanty of the Crea- 
tor, he ſees nothing more, than what the Free- 
Thinkers and Aubeiſis look upon, and ſee as clear- 
ly as he does. 

But it is not enough to uſe our Eyes; the Eagles 
do that as well as We. A proper Reflection is our 
Bufineſs; and it is that which the Wicked, no more 
than the Beafts make. Theſe Shadows of the Deity, 
and all the other Wonders of Nature ſtrike only up- 
on their outward Senſes, and go no deeper: their 
brutal and ee Souls diſcover nothing further 
in them. 

Tis the progotty of the truly: ile Man to con- 
| fider with the Eyes of his Underſtanding all the Ap- 
pearances of Nature, he ſhould let nothing paſs him 
without a Remark: And this is it which diſtinguiſhes 
him from the common Herd; and is the Glory of 
a profound and penetrating Underſtanding, It does 
not conſiſt, as I have already obſerved, either in the 
Sight, or pretended Knowledge of What is inviſible, 
or undiſcoyerable. 

What Providence has a Mind to corcedl and keep 
hid, is equally ſo to all Men. And the Philoſophers 
who endeavour-after ſuch Diſcoveries are no other- 
wiſe learned or able Perſons, than, when they | con- 
feſs their Ignorance therein 

True Philoſophy is not e And! in 
thoſe ſort of Queſtions in which it is neceffa 
profeſs we know nothing, they who do it the rely 
and are not at the pains of twenty Years'Study to 


make ſuch a Confeſſion, are the wiſeſt and happieſt 
Perſons. M A- 
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MAXIM | OP 
Lean "> ro thine own e e Prov. 


ay 7. Din OH 40 
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2 5 your, Search. after Truth, truſt not to your 
own Sentiments, nor rely too much upon your par- 
ticular Thoughts. Suſpect every Thing that comes 
from your ſelf, or that is new, take great Care what 
Rules of Fhlolophy, or Maxims of Self · Conduct you 
embrace. 

Make What Uſe you can of human Prudence; but 

try. the Light it furniſhes you withal, by a more ſure 

= infallible one. When that pretends to direct 
you, call in ſuperiour Aids to its Aſſiſtance; and 
never move a Step amidſt Precipices and Darkness, 
mar its _ Influence. cr 


"RexrLgctION,. 


* 
pin — * thine own Underſtanding. — Liar 
does not always ſpeak Untruths: but it is ever very 
e to — entirely to what he ſays. 
ho our Method of reaſoning does not always 
deceive E we are nevertheleſs very much to blame 
to h 123 it ſo implicitly as to take that for in- 
fallible wen. which comes to us upon the- Credit 
of that only. | 
This affectedly particular Way of chinking that 
is in every Man, ſeryes only to betray and lead him 
to Deſtruction, Tis this, which is the Cauſe of all 
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loſophy, and that occaſions ſo many crooked and de- 
ceitful Ways, in which we ſee ſo many People miſ- 
Some enter theſe Paths thro' Weakneſs, the great- 
eſt Part thro Pride. They believe that Wiſdom and 
Juſtice incline them' to take this Courſe, when tis 
only their poot unaſſiſted Reaſon that conducts them. 
But it is a foreign Guide that they follow. Beaſts 
are led by their Inſtinct, Fools by their Imagination, 
and Wiſe-men by well-informed Reaſoͤn. 
No Body is willing to profit by the Misfortunes 
of others. Tho every Philoſopher, during the Heat 
of his Diſputations, is apt enough to cry aloud that 
his Adverſaries are dedeived in their Reaſonings; 
yet eyery. one would make you believe he is incapa- 
ble of being ſo; each attends, to himſelf as infallitle 


. 


in his own Way: and no Man; ſubmits in ny. 00 
thority but his own, no not even to that of he Co- 


- 


Hel, or Experience. 


Proud Spirits are determined by nothing but the 
unhappy Wiſdom of this World: and it ſo falls out 
more than once in an Age, that ſome itte Philoior 
pher is for mending Religion, - reforming the Ele- 
ments, and overturning the World; becauſe, for- 
ſooth ! his Reaſon has ſuggeſted. to him, that he 
ought to do ſo. _ 3 


And yet, never was there any truly wiſe Perſon, 
who by reaſoning with himſelf after this Manner, 
could ever learn more than that he followed a blind 
Guide; or was able to draw a truer Conſequence for 
the Satisfaction of himſelf or others than this, Lean 
not ioo much unto thine own Under ſtaudling. = 9! 

Ab 2 


Forth. her Voice? . She flanderh 3 in the Top of 
High . - by the Ma in the Places of the 
x Nah, He cryeth. at. the Gauer, at the; En- 
zry of the City, ar 'the coming in of the\Door-, 
* you, O Men! I 2 and my aus 


8 0 the. Sort of Men. Prov. 8. a. | 
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vol r gain PARAPHRASE. AS 1 
ONE lifts up her Voice upon the Meth 
ai in the High-Ways, at the Gates of the City, in 
the Middle of the Streets, and in all Places o pu- 
blick Reſort. There ſhe infiruates herſelf into the 
Tongues of alt People; and makes uſe of their Or- 
gans to ſpeak more emphatically, and to be under- 
ſtood at a greater diſtance: She crieth by the Way, 
110 the Plates of the Paths, Tis here, that the Cu- 
ought to come, if they are willing to'receive 
TAG Sh, or aſpire after the Honour 55 being the 
Oikle⸗ of their Fellow. Citizens, or to be publick 
Profeſſors in the Seats of the Muſes. Tig unto You, 
O Men! that I call. Tis to you, Philoſophers that 
I dire& my Diſcourſe: If you would' be really wie, 
come and attend to the Truths 1 teach, in WF Aſ⸗ 


ſerhblies' of the Sons of: Men. Io Cy 
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bet which, 1 call the People here, is not «Col 
lection of the inferior Sort ob Mankind, hut a Com 
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pany of ſuch Men'as deliver their Sentiments natu⸗ 
rally, without Study or Artifice, without being in- 
fluenced by any acquired Knowledge, and without 
much Reflection. 

The Voice of this Sort of People, 18 the Voice 1 
inſpired Wiſdom; or to ſpeak plainer, tis tlie Vdic 
of i unerring Inſtinct, and has always been the {avs 
Guide of Philoſophers. Upon which Account, con- 
ſider well the three following Particulars. 

1*, Since Go p has given us 1 
Buſineſs, during this Life, to ſtudy, and to 12710 
ourſelves to the inveſtigating the moſt hidden Won: 
ders of Nature. 

24%, Thas it has pleaſed ihe: Creator himſelf to 
be our Inſtructor from our Births,” and to engrave 
upon our Minds firſt Principles, and the prime and 
fundamental Truths of this Philoſophy of Nature. 

3%. That this Inſtinct is employed in drawing 
diſtant Truths nearer to our View; and that we may 
be the better acquainted with them, ſhe'puts them 
into the Moutbs of the People, and detlares them 
to us by the general Conſent of Mankind. 

What all Nations agree in, and what they all have 
ſaid unanimouſly from the Beginning of Ages, they 
have deliver'd down to us by "the MM this In- 
ſtinct, which __ "hin 9 40 2 8 7 ob- 
liges him to aſſert any Mee * Near is found writ- 
ten with the e Finger 0 Go D, in the Minds of all of 
_ (09, 

Ina Word; That wich is the Voice of the Fe 
Spirit in'Chriſtian Theo Theology at which is the Voice 
of Conſtirube in Morality) that de V of ffimer 
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and of the People is in the natural World. Tis that 
which pronounces deciſively, and gives Laws not 
to be diſputed againſt. 

The People, it may be, are dark and ignorant, 
but they are under a right Direction. They may not 
fully underſtand what they ſay,but they ſpeak Truth: 
and our Glory both in ſtudying and Teaching, is not 
to find fault with them, or to ſpeak a different Lan- 
guage than they do; but to explain what hey ſay, 
and to make Things better underſtood than they can 
themſelves. | | 
All wiſe Philoſophers ſhould eſtabliſh their Do- 

ctrines upon this publick and univerſal Voice. They 
ought to interrogate this ſuppoſed Ignoramus, called 
the People, before they pretend to reaſon upon the 
Phenomena of Nature; and to attend to what 1s ſaid 
in the Streets, that they may know the better how 
to determine Matters in the Schools; and ſo to re- 
gulate their particular Doctrines, and form their 
Concluſions upon the Anſwers they receive from 
them, as upon ſure Principles delivered from above. 

Follow this Advice, and ſtick cloſe to this Ma- 
xim, and whatever Temptation you may have to 
the contrary, never be perſwaded to lay them aſide, 
or to embrace others in oppoſition to them. 

If out of Affectation of being the Author of any 
new Sect, inſtead, of 88 on this ſolid Founda- 
tion, you chooſe to build Caſtles in the Air, depend 
upon it, you will demonſtrate nothing but your own 
Folly and Weakneſs. If, the better to range the 
zew Thoughts you have conceived, and to form a 

ang Sytem of Philoſophy, you ſhould ever 
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think it neceſſary to undeceive the World, by aſ- 
ſerting that Fire does not burn: that Snow is not 
white, or endued with any other Quality; that the 
Earth does not ſtand ſtill; that Beaſts are mere Ma- 
chines;, or that the Soul of Man is not immortal: if 
theſe, I ſay, are to be the Principles laid down in 
the larger Volumes of your wonderful Philoſophy, 
depend upon it, this Multitude of Wonders will end 
in nothing but a Dream, Impiety and Ignorance. 


MAXIM VL 


There 1s a Way that ſeemeth right to a Man, 
but the End thereof are the Ways of Death. 
Prov. 16.5. 


PARAPHRAS E. 


Bx diffident of your ſelf, and of your own Judge- 
ment; however, do not eafily ſubmit to the Di- 
rection of every bold Pretender. Falſe Opinions 
and wicked Counſels find a ſmooth and eaſy Paſſage 
into our Souls. Be afraid of them, and ſuffer not 
your ſelf to be led by Men, who are fond of going 
out of the common Track. 

There are ſeveral Paths in the Spiritual Life which 
appear engaging at firſt Sight; and we may fancy 
we ſee ſeveral Things in them, that ſeem to direct 
us the ſhorteſt Way to our Salvation; but it is dan- 
grow to enter into them; and they are common- 
y the Paths that lead ſooneſt and ſureſt to Deſtru- 

on. 1 | * 
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25 vd -; REFLECTION: 


We 2 not to be ſurpriſed that thete are 10 
many dangerous Roads, in our earthly Pilgrimage, 
fince the World abounds ſo much in proud and hy- 
pocritical Perſons. 

The conſtant and never-fiilingTnferuation of theſe 
fort of Pebple; is their perſuading 'themſelves that 
they' ſee Spbts in the Sun, Efrors in the Doctrine 
and Practice of the Catholick Church. And what 
is ſtill worſe, ſtimulated by the Zeal which their 
own Miſtakes inſpire them wit hal, they undertake 
to. eraſe theſe Spots, and reform theſe Errors. No- 
thing that ever God, made ſeems perfect to them, 
except they have the new modelling of it, and give 
it the finiſhing Stroke. 

Tis from hence that all the Auen happen, 
which we complain of in the Exerciſe of our public 
Devotions: *Tis from hence that. we have ſo many 
particular Calls to Repentance and Salvation, and 
that eyery one, ſmitten with the Appearance of No- 
velty, is ready to embrace what another ſays, and 
3 perpetual 'Seokers, and periſh in their 

v. } DIG J. 11% 

At firſt, nothing ap n in theſe Paths but the 
Footſteps E-Riphrooh neſs and Holineſs, sketch'd 
out to them; as they intagine;” by the Rules of the 
Golpel,” ald the Practice. of the A tles: but zhe 
End thereif are the — ev of Death. - 

' Noyelty is the Way, that leads to the el ancient 
of Sins, which is Apoſtacy; and to the laſt of E 
vils, which is Impenitence and Deſpair. * 

The Reaſon why we ſee ſo many of the Beau 
x Monde 
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Monde tread this fatal and dangerous Path, is, be- 
cauſe the Devil always goes foremoſt. 

As much a Devil as he is, he has I know not what 
that is pleaſing to Woman, eſpecially hen he tran/- 
forms himſelf into an Angel of Light: and let Hea- 
ven and Earth ſay what they will to the contrary, 
ſhe 1s but too ready to follow him. _ 

And when the Woman 1s once beguiled, ſhe has I 
know not what that entices Man. And every one 
does as Adam did. The wiſeſt of us all are too apt 
to follow. [23 on 33 

And when the Wiſe begin to ſtray, and loſe their 
Way, the Blind and Fooliſh follow on courſe, and 
believe it is the higheſt Degree of Wiſdom to 1mi- 
= their Superiors, and ſo periſh together with 
them. 

We ſee People from all Quarters haſtening to en- 
ter into this dangerous Path, and ready to be un- 
done by the Influence of bad Example, and the Hy- 
pocriſy of their Neighbours. Our Souls are link d 
to one another by certain inviſible Chains; and hence 
it is that the Poiſon of the Serpent ſpreads itſelf in 
our Hearts, without being perceived or hindered, 
and ſcatters Corruption and Death every where. 

All new- fangled Pretences to Salvation are but 
the Inventions of him, 20 goeth about continually 
ſeeking whom he may devour. | There is a Way that 
feemeth right to a Man, but the End thereof are the 
Ways of Death. 
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MAXIM vn. 
For Inquifition ſhall be made into the Counſels 
of the Ungodly. Wild. 1.19. 


PARAPHRASE. 


SINCE Infidels ſtand in awe of Men, tho' they 
fear not Gop, when they have any Scruples to pro- 
poſe concerning the Myſteries of Religion, they do 
that ſlily to themſelves. They interrogate their own 
Reaſon, and demand how they came to know that 
the World was made by a Creator? and that after 
Death there ſhall be a Day of Judgement, a Future 
State, an Hell, an Eternity, &9c. ? 


REFLECTION. 


The ſmalleſt Queries of the Philoſophy of this 
World, are at no confiderable Diſtance from the 
_ greateſt. Tis by theſe, that a Man quickly learns 

to become a Proficient in Infidelity, and boldly pro- 
poſes to himſelf and his Followers the moſt ſhocking 
Suſpicions againſt the moſt eſtabliſhed Truths. 

The Manichean, who cunningly asks his Friend, 
whether Gop made Inſects? is ready to query whe- 
ther Gop made Man? 1 

A Frederick, who demands to be informed by the 
Philoſophers, and the Frequenters of his Court whe- 
ther Birds are living Creatures? will ſoon ask him- 
ſelf whether Angels are ſo? and whether Souls are 
immortal? 

'Tis curious no doubt, in an Aſſembly of Ver- 

tuoſſi, 
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tuoſi, to be able to attack the Nature of Bulls and 
Elephants, and to aſſert they have no more Life, 
than Stocks and Stones, and that under the falſe Ap- 
pearance of [ndividuality, they are nothing better 
than a Multitude of Grains of Sand, or a Collection 
of Atoms! But after theſe Aademical Diſquiſi- 
tions are finiſhed, it is, that the Democritnses and 
Metrodoruses of the Age fly to their retiring Places, 
and propoſe to the Solution of their own Undeſtand- 
ings, Queſtions of a higher Nature; and endeayour 
to perſwade themſelves, that all the Grandeurs of 
Earth and Heaven, ſo much revered by the Gene- 
rality of Mankind, are not thoſe great Bodies, ca- 
pacious Spirits, or Particles of Divinity, they ap- 
pear to be, but a great Concourſe of little Nothings; 
and that there are no true Unities to be found in 
Nature, but theſe Atoms, and theſe Nothings, which 
are ſtill diviſible  [nfmnitum. 

Stand clear of ſuch Conclufions as theſe. Youth 
and Folly may be fond of Danger: but be you wile, 
and follow not ſuch Maſters who are for erecting 
their Schools upon the Brink of Precipices. 

Get as far from them as you can; and tho' the 
Foundation you are upon may ſeem ſtable, remem- 
ber that none but the Blind would chooſe to ſtand 
upon a Place, from whence the leaſt puff of Wind 
would precipitate them to the Bottom of an Abyſs. 

Ft is true, they who lead others into theſe kinds 
of Dangers, when they firſt deliver their Opinions 
in publick, uſe Terms and Expreſſions that colour 
over their Defigns; and you would imagine there 
was Nothing but Truth and Innocence to be = 

* Wit 
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with under their Roofs; but their Philoſophy as well 
as themſelves is all over Pretence and Deceit. 
Tis not enough, that we ſpeak according to the 
Rules of Art, or that we keep ourſelves within the 
Verge of the Law, if we would be eſteemed wiſe 
and enterpriſing Philoſophers: the Point is, ſo to 
manage our ſeemingly innocent and irreprehenſible 
Propoſitions, as that we give no Occaſion for wiſer 
People to believe, that our Thoughts themſelves are 
good for nothing. 

It is with the Sciences, as with our Words : The 
moſt dangerous are often the moſt chaſt, and the 
moſt modeſt; but under this Veil of Wiſdom and 
Modeſty, Ideas are conveyed that corrupt our Af- 
fections, and we are often taught by them to conceive 
ſeveral Things, which the: Doctor durſt not ſpeak 
Out. EE | | 
hee not curious to know the Path that leads to De- 

ſtruction; and go not to the Schools to learn how 
to be undone, or to be taught to forget: what you 
have known from your Childhood. Be ſo happy as 
to manifeſt the moſt evident Token of a well-diſpoſed 
Mind, and a ſuperior Underſtanding, which is, ne- 
ver to be pleaſed with any Doctrine, but what ſerves 
to aid and aſſiſt you in the Knowledge and Love of 
God. . e eee mot ont n noq! 
The wway of a Fool is right in his own eyes: but 
© he that hearkeneth unto mon Pot Prov. 


12. 15. 
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PARAPHRASE. 


Taz Fool believes his Conduct to be unblamea- 
ble, and will not admit any other Judge of his Actions, 
but himſelf. The wiſe Man diſtruſts his own Judge- 
| ment: as he is willing to regulate his Creed by the 
2 Determinations of the Catholick Church; ſo is he 
3 ready to receive Iuſtruction from his Friends con- 

* cerning his Behaviour in the ie Oceurretites 


N of Life. 


| REFLECTION. 


There are but theſe 220 Lights that can be con- 
3 fided in, or that we can with Safety follow, in the 
Midſt of the Darkneſs we are encompaſſed withal. 

| The greateft Genii have miſtaken their Way, by 
being too confident of their own Direction. Where- 
3} as the Ignorant and leaft informed have been ſafe 
by ſtrialy adhering to the JENS? of the Uni- 
verſal Church. 

In attending to our own 1 Wiſdom, W well 
inſtructed it may be, we often miſs of Succeſs in 
our Undertakings: but to hearken to the Advice of 
our Friends is always commendabte. 

Fortune may hinder our Actions from being ſuc- 
ceſsful, theo never fo wiſely” entered upon and exe- 
cuted; but'ſhe' can never rob as of the Honour of 
our good Intentions. 

'Tis Succeſs enough in any Undertakibs to le 
the Gl of — ated prodemtly,” 4 as became 
à wiſe PURE COME n TH 00 ene 
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MAXIM IX. 


When he ſpeakgth fairly, believe him not: for 
there are 2 nme, in his Heart. 
Prov. 26. 28. 01 Hail! 


PARAPHRASE. 


Wazx there is any Danger of infecting your Con- 
ſcience in the Place of your Abode, or there ſpreads 
a Report of any New Doctrine; ſuffer not yourſelf 
to be deceived with the Smoothneſs of its Pretences. 

- Miftruſt the faireſt Speeches, much more the 
higheſt Pretences to Devotion. A ſanctified Voice, 
a pale and meagre Countenance, a formal precife Ha- 
bit, myſterious : Expreſſions, 'and+ frequent and pu- 
blick Faſtings, are proper Diſguiſes to conceal the 
Poiſons of Hell, when they are exhibited before 
the common People, and artfully diſpenſed to the 
Cy of the Multitude. 


15 4 b 4 


REFLECTION. 


+ The Primitive Chriſtians were - excuſable if they 
ſometimes ſuffer'd themſelves to be impoſed upon 
by the Appearances of Holineſs ; and perhaps even 
now, we may not think hardly of ſome innocent 
Women, when we ſee them ſmitten with Admira- 
tion at the ſanctified Performances of an Hypocrite, 
who pretends to reform the World. 

But fince the Experience of fixteen hundred Years 
has taught us, that the moſt famous Anti- Chriſis and 
W —_ in all _— haye begun their „ 

rade 
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Trade with Faſting, Almſ-giving, and extraordina- 
ry Pretences to Devotion; nothing ſure can be a 
greater Shame to a Perſon of Senſe and Judgement, 
than to take a peremptory Knave for a true Pro- 
phet ; and tho' he apparently preaches againſt the 
Doctrines of the Church, to believe notwithſtand- 
ing, that he is commiſſioned by Heaven, only be- 
cauſe he gives Alms, makes long Prayers, and has 
found out the Secret of putting a modeſt Varniſh 
upon his Countenance.  _ | 
Believe him not, ſays Solomon: for whoever he 
be, that preſumes to {peak of Divine Myſteries, with- 
out a proper Commiſſion, were he an Elias juſt come 
out of the Wilderneſs from exerciſing the greateſt 
Auſterities; were he, as St. Paul ſpeaks, an Angel 
from Heaven; or were he, according to St. Cyprian, 
a Martyr ſtretch'd upon the Rack, and ſuffering all 
the Torments of a cruel and infamous Death, for 
the ſake of Chri/t; yet, would ſuch an one be no 
better than a Reprobate and an Apoſtate, if in the 
Height of his Sufferings, he ſhould teſtify that he 
entertained any Sentiments in his Breaſt, contrary 
to the received Doctrines of he Univerſal Church. 
Nay, we are Reprobates our ſelves, if we approve 
what he ſays, or if we but ſhew any Inclination to 
become his Diſciples. He fails of Salvation, tho' he 
dies the Death of the Righteous, and we incur the 
like Penalty, by liſtening to ſuch a pretended Mar- 
tyr of Jeſus Chriſt. Si occiſus pro nomine Chriſt: 
uerit, ab Unitate diviſus, coronari in morte non po- 
terit. He who regulates not his Creed. by that of 
the Catholic Church, is out of the Pale of the Church; 
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and whoever dies in that State, tho''it ſhould be by 
the hands of Tyrants, dies not in the Number of 
ys Predeſtinate he has no Part or Share with the 

&# of the Son of Gap. Alzenus e/t, —— t, 
haſtis eft : habere. non poteſt Deum Pai qui Ec- 
clefram. non habuit TRL.” nen, lb. de U- 
nitate Eccleſ. 

In a word; My flow, 1550 abe if Sinners en- 
tice thee, conſent thou not. However they diſguiſe or 
blanch over their Tenets, confider them as Deceivers, 
and be not taken in their Snares. 

It would be Extremity of Madneſs in any one, to 
be fond of entertaining zove Opinions, only becauſe 
he, is adviſed to the contrary; and to do it at the 
very Inſtant the Advice is given, and in Spite of 
thoſe charitable Perſons, who beſeech him not to do 
ſo, and who would willingly. hinder ſuch an unfor- 
tunate Procedure. This is however, the ſtrange and 
unaccountable Fancy, not to ſay, Faſcination of ſe- 
veral People: no ſooner does the Church declare that 
there is deadly Poyſon contained in ſuch and ſuch 
Doctrines, and charitably adviſe them to renounce 
it, and to ſnun thoſe that teach it; but immediately 
they percewe themſelves touched with it, and em- 
brace it as a precious Doctrine, and worthy to be 
known and maintained: in deſpight of the Holy Spi- 
rats) and in Oppoſition to 1 thoſe ane and 
condemn it. 

Herd not with theſe Men, but Ts young 
as you may be, it is time to be wiſe, ſince you think 
it a proper Seaſon to entertain your ſelf with the 
Knowledge of ab Klee and that you dare venture 


nt your 
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our Opinion of ſuch Sublime Matters in the Schools, 
540 in public Converſations. At leaſt ſhew ſome Re- 
gard to the Dignity of your Soul formed after the 
Similitude of the Wiſdom and Holineſs of Gop; and 
don't diſnonour yourſelf ſo ſhamefully as to be read y 
to embrace thoſe Novelties for Gofpel, or true Phi- 
loſophy, which it ſhall pleaſe every Fool daily to 
invent, and propoſe to your Diſquiſition. 


MAXIM X. 


He that walketh uprightly, walketh' ſurely : but 
he that perverteth his ways ſhall be known. 
Prov. 10.9. 


PARAPHRASE. 

HE who walks honeſtly, and goes directly to the 
Point he intends, proceeds with Boldneſs : but he 
who doubles, or eraſes his Footſteps, ſhall be diſco- 
vered. In concealing our Cunning, we do not con- 
ceal ourſelyes. Diſſemblers and Deceivers carry the 
Tokens of their Genius in their Countenances. The 
very ſeeing a Traytor, 1s ſufficient to raiſe Fear and 
3 Diſtruſt in our Breaſts. Life is to be found in the 
public Ways of Juſtice and Fidelity; but e 
and coyer'd Paths lead to Death. 


REFLECTION. N 

Take great Care not to fall into theſe Ways, * 

never follow thoſe who are fond of Marching in 
cxooked and dark Turning. 

Let Cunning, Diſſimulation, and Lying be put. far 


from you: wear no Veil upon your Heart, nor ever 
en- 
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engage in dangerous Intrigues of State, or factious 
Cabals, where you muſt neceſſarily put on a Mask. 
_ Rejoice greatly when nothing hinders you from 
being ſeen; and remember that there 1s no better 
Policy to gain upon Mankind, and to procure their 
Eſteem and Friendſhip, than to appear in your pro- 
per Colours. 

If you have any internal Beauty, you cannot have 
too much Day to ſhew it in. And you may depend 
upon it, that the Reſpe& and Affections of others 
towards you, will riſe in Proportion to the Openneſs 
and Sincerity, which they behold in your Conyerſa- 
tion. 

Tis true, Silence is neceſſary on many Occaſions; 
but you ought always to be courteous as well as fin- 


cere. You may conceal ſome of your Thoughts, but 


you muſt not falſifie any. You may be filent, and 
keep a ſecret without entirely clofing up your Heart ; 
you may be diſcreet, without being dark or myſte- 
riouſly dumb; you may keep ſome Truths out of 
ſight, without covering them with Lies; you may 
be true to your Friends, without deceiving of others, 
or. wounding your own Conſcience. In ſhort, one 
of the beſt means of being ſucceſsful in this World, 
is to have the Character of never diſcovering what 
ſhould be kept ſecret, and yet of being a Man of Ve- 
racity. 


MAXIM XI. 


A wiſe Man feareth and departeth from Evil: 
. out a Fool rageth and is confident. Prov. 14.16. 


Pa- 


/ 
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PARAPHRASE. 


ON all troubleſome Occaſions, and in all Affairs 
where there is any Danger, the Prudent act cau- 
tiouſly. They avoid Misfortunes by declining a bad 
Road, and gong ſomewhat about. But a Fool pro- 
ceeds without fearing any Thing, and ſo falls into 


the Pit without a Poſſibility of being reheved. 


REFLECTION. 


'Tis true, when Difficulties ariſe, if we could ſuc- 
ceed by our Courage, and get rid of them by making 
one bold Puſh, twould be the ſhorteſt, as well as the 
moſt glorious Way of doing Buſineſs; on the other 
hand to periſh thro' Raſhneſs, is the ſhamefulleſt 
Misfortune. 

A Wiſe Man in ſuch Circumſtances as theſe, knows 
there are more Ways to the Wood than one; and 
that there is a Time for all Things. We might be 
drowned to day, where to morrow we may go over 
dry ſhod. And to know when to ſtop and lay by 
with Diſcretion, 1s none of the meaneſt Methods 
of conducting Affairs, and bringing them to a good 
Iſſue. | 


MAXIM XII. 
Every prudent Man dealeth with Knowledge, but 
a Fool layeth open his Folly. Prov. 13.16. 


PARAPHRAS E. 
Taz principal Law propoſed to us by natural, ſu- 
pernatural and Divine Prudence, is to confer with 


our 
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our moſt knowing Friends as often as we can, and 
to take the Adyantage of their Remonſtrances, with 
Relation to all our Actions and Deſigns. So long as 
any Paſſion keeps our Eyes fixed to our final View, 
we are not capable of ſeeing what 1s behind, or on 
either Side of us: Now our faithful and underſtand- 
ing Acquaintance can do both. And we need no bet- 
ter Proof of the Neceſſity of ſuch a Relation, or of 
the great Importance of Friendſhip. | 


REFLECTION. 


When Folly in Company with Pride, takes Poſ. 


ſeſſion of a great Mind, tis a certain Preſage of the 


Ruin of that Perſon; and their ill Influence ſoon ap- | 
pears by their making him incapable of either asking, | 


or receiving Advice. 1 

A prudent Man never undertakes any Thing, be- 
fore he knows the Opinion of his Friends. and has 
canvaſſed the Affair thoroughly with diſcreet and 
judicious Perſons: and his Method is, on all Occa- 
ſions where Deliberation is requiſite, if better Coun- 
ſellors cannot be had, to reckon it more expedient 
to debate the Matter with a weak and ignorant Per- 
ſon, than only to be his own Adviſer; provided there 
be no Danger in Communicating the Secret. 

Whoever it be that ſpeaks, Advantage may be 
made of what is ſaid. Tis a Miſtake to be only will- 
ing to interrogate Men of great Judgement, and eſta- 


bliſhed Reputation. A Man of Underſtanding will | 
hear what the meaneſt of the People can ſay; and 


will not think it Loſs of Time to hearken to their 


Opinions, in Caſes of Difficulty. Such an one by the | 


moſt 


— 
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moſt wonderful Secret of Wiſdom, knows how to 
extract ſome Spark or Ray of Light from every 
Thing they advance, and by uniting its ſeparate 
Beams, to make Day enough to direct him in the Ex 
cution of any Enterpriſe. onna mloygo) 
We are always wiſe in attending to Advice; but 


not always ſo in following of it. To follow it with- 


out Examination is not to make a proper Uſe of it; 
that is ſurrendring our Freedom, and imprudently 
becoming the Slaves of them, who are our Coun- 
ſellors. The fimple believeth every Word, but the 
prudent Man looketh well to his going. Proverbs 
14. 15. | 10% $6245 | 
When Perſons of weak Underſtandings are raiſed 
by: Fortune to high Stations, their uſual Fate is to 
be undone by the Advice of others. A Multitude 
of Confidents about ſuch: weak and ſhortſighted Peo- 
ple, proves often as fatal, as a Conſult of many Phy- 
ficians, to a rich fick Man. | 
How faithful ſoever the Advice of your Intimates 
with whom you conſult may ſeem, take care to look 
into their Hearts, and penetrate their inmoſt Inten- 
tions. For, alaſs! how many Retailers of bad Ad- 
vice are found about thoſe who are able 720 purchaſe 
them? And how many Affairs undertaken by ſuch 
ſort of Counſels, have ruined the Undertaker, and 


enriched the Counſellor ? - | 


When Advice is offered to a wiſe Man, his Man- 
ner and Method is to hear it, and civilly to receive 
the Propoſer as his Friend; but at the ſame time to 
examine the Propoſals as a judge; and to execute 
them as a Sovereign. . a Perſon — 
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Advice that'is given him, he does not ſo much fol- 
low anothers Opinion, as his own. | 

Good Counſels do dot fo properly belong to thoſe, 
who have Sagacity enough to find them out, and 
propoſe them to others, as to them who have Judge- 
ment enough to make a proper Choice. 

In a word; one of the moſt inviolable Rules of a 
diſcreet and experienced Politician; is to enquire the 
Opinion of others concerning his Affairs, and the 
Reſolutions himſelf has taken; and to reſt aſſured 
that in theſe kinds of Rencounters, the ſharpeſt- 
fighted Man alive acts in the dark, when he thinks 
himſelf ſufficient for all Accidents. 

The Fool ſees nothing, becauſe he believes he be- 


holds all Things in his own Glaſs. The Way of a Fool 
is right in his own Eyes; but he that hearkeneth un. 


10 e 15 wiſe. Prov. 11. 1 2 


MAXIM XIII. 


He es dart es Fears foal fan iu, Mif 
chief. Prov. 28. pe 5 e217 
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Hz who is of an inflexible and ſtubborn Spirit, and | 
Ricks poſitively. to his firſt ions, and refuſes the 
Advice and Goodwill of others, or cannot be moved 
by their Reaſons or Remonſtrances, nortouch'd with |: 
their Tears, nor forced by Fear or Threats, will fall 
aro Deſtruction half, and draw a great many | 
ethers after him. 

adi it is the Height ef Miſchief, when this fame 


opi- | 
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| opinionated Gentleman ſhall fancy himſelf ſo wiſe, and 


believe it is for the Edification of the Publick, and 
the Satisfaction of his Conſcience, to let all Tbings 
run into Confuſion, ſooner than he will recant one 
Word he has aid. or bate an Inch of his Poſitive- 
nels 14> 75 
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Conſtancy no doubt, ought to be reckoned one 
of the chiefeſt and moſt laudable Perfections of the 
human Mind: but natural Obſtinacy too often bor. 
rows its Name, and marches under its Banner; and 
is by that means ranked amongſt the Virtues, and 
the moſt heroic Qualities. 

True Conſtancy does not confiſt in obſtinately exe- 
cuting, what we have once it may be wiſely and pru- 
dently reſolved upon: but in always willing, and de- 
termining as Juſtice and Reaſon ſhall diate. 

Several Deſigns are good at one time, but ſtark 
naught at another; and it may eafily fo happen, 
that it will be extreme Folly to execute to day, 
what was with great Wiſdom deliberated, and re- 
ſolved upon yeſterday. 

The wiſe Man is ſteady and conſtant; his Soul i is 
unchangeable and immortal, but his Determinations 
are not ſo. As they are allied to Circumſtances de- 
pending upon Time and Fortune, ſo they ought to 
vary, according as the Changes and Motions of the 
World deprive them of the Conformity they once 
bore to right Reaſuun. 

Tis the Buſineſs and Excellence of ch — 
of a Sun Dial to continue fixed, and never 7 
L 1 ace; 
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Place; but it would cauſe ret: Confulion, if its Sha- 
dow were to. dh fo oo be 

It is true, the Advantage ** any of our 
Reoſan: oyer other ſublunary Things conſiſts in the 
Stability and Invariableneſs of it. However, it would 
ceaſe to be Reaſon, and to be the lively Repreſen- 
tation of the Wiſdom and Eternity of God, if its 
Deſigns were always unalterable. 

I have ſaid it, and I have reſolved upon it; there- 
fore it ſhall be done, happem auhaſ will". Theſe Ej- 
preſſions declare the Wiſdom of Gon, the Sim of | 
the Angels, and the Folly. of Mankind. 

Of all Fools, the moſt . are thoſe little 9 


Pretenders, who are ever ſtriving to aggrandize them- 
ſelves; and who imagine they are able to equal in 


every Thing their Superiors, and that they ought 
to be accounted. Heroes and Invincible, if they do 
but ſhew themſelves peremptory and inexorable. 
Upon every new Occaſion that preſents itſelf, we 
ſhould reviſe our Reſolutions, and conſider whether 
Prudence does not give out new Orders, and if there 
be not any Shane tobe made in our Determuna- 7 
tions. 


Perhaps, we do then receive a new Order from 


this Queen of Virtues, when we behold proſtrate at 
our Feet Numbers of People ſhedding a Multitude 
of freſh Tears, capable of touching, and ſoftening 
the moſt flinty Hearts. | 
Compaſſion deſtroys neither our Conſtaney or Cou - 
rage. Gold is purer, ſhines brighter, and is of moſt 
Value, the ſofter it is made by the Refiner's Fire. 
Our noble and immortal Part is never more ſo, or 
ever 
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eyer fuller of Courage, or more divine, than when 
it melts with a juſt Compaſſion, and rejoices both 
Saints and Angels, by pardoning a Delinquent, or 
facrificing 1ts own Reſentments to the Tranquil- 
lity of the Publick. 

The Ambition of being conſtant often coſts us very 
dear; and 'tis no better than a great Misfortune to 
us, when by it we only obtain the Character of being 
hard-hearted and implacable. He that hardeneth 
his Heart, ſhall fall into Miſchief. Prov.28. 14. 
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ARTICLE . 


RULES 


The Direction of the Heart and 
the Affections. 


MAXIM I. 
Let thy Mind be upon the Ordinance of the Lord, 


and he ſhall eftabliſh thine Heart. Eccleſ 
6.27. 


PARAPHRASE. 


Tz E beſt Rule you can obſerye,with Relation to 
the Government of your Heart and Affections, 
is to look up ſtedfaſtly to Gop, and to endeavour to 
know his will, and to pay an inviolable and conſtant O- 
bedience to it. GoD will then give you a Heart, which 
ſhall be a Preſent worthy of his Magnificence and 
Power; and which like Solomon's, „ el have Wi/- 


dom and Under ſtanding exceeding much, and Large- 
zeſs, even as the Sand that is on the Sea Shore, — 


ſhall 
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ſhall be circumſcribed by nothing but Immenſity it- 
ſelf. 1 Kings 4.29. 


REFLECTION. 


A narrow Heart 1s one of the moſt ſcandalous, and 
ſhocking Defe&s in Nature: they who are of this 
Stamp, tho' the Multitude may adore them, are but 
deſpicable Wretches. Where the Heart is little, eve- 
ry Thing elſe is fo, in ſpight of a large Fortune. 

Tis by this. we make an Eſtimate of Mankind; 
and 'tis from hence, that we conclude, the Majo- 
rity in all Places, are rightly denominated the /:7//e 
People. 

They who are exalted above the common Level, 
are not the more ſo, on account of their Robes, and 
Coronets. If there had not been Perſons of extraor- 
dinary Courage we had never had any great Captains 
among us. And it is owing to this Warmth of Heart 
that we have had Perſons in the World, who have 
thought it too narrow a Sphere for them to act in. 

The Heart of theſe Men, is a Heart given them 
by Gop. This Preſent comes out of his Hands: va- 
lue, and ſeek after it. At leaft, endeavour to regu- 
late your own by this Exemplar; and ſtamp all your 
Actions with ſome Reſemblances of ſo advanta- 


geous a Character; which is then moſt perfect, when 
Courage and Magnanimity are equally blended with 
good Nature. 

Be always brave, and do nothing that may tar- 
nth your Reputation, or Conſcience. Love Honour, 
and religiouſly maintain your Integrity and Fearleſs- 
nels. _— x 
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Never let Covetouſneſs or any ſordid Hopes of 
Gain captivate your Soul; let the Love of your Du- 
ty be the only Spring of all your Actions. Be Ma- 
{ter of your Liberty, and enjoy the Godlike Proper- 
ty of doing nothing thro' Conſtraint, or Self- Intereſt. 
Be as independent of ſublunary Things as poſſible, |? 
and ſtand diſengag'd from your Paſſions ;; be above 
the Careſſes and Threats of Fortune, and ſhew your- |: 
ſelf equally invincible by Violence or Flattery. 1 
But add to this Firmneſs of Mind, all the Sweet. 
neſs, and Candour of good Nature you can. 
Without loofing any of your Strength, endeavour | 
to become by your Benevolence and Goodneſs, like 
Gold, which tho the firmeſt of Metals, is made 
moſt ductile by Fire, and ſuſceptable of all Forms. 
HY Let every one find their own Humour in you, but 
none of their Failings. Accommodate yourſelf to 
the Inclinations of People to their Cuſtoms, to their | 
Buſineſs, and to their Sentiments; and fear not, 
that you ſhall demean yourſelf by ſuch Compliances. 
Remember that a Readineſs to will, and to do good 
Offices to others, upon all Occaſions in the moſt ob- 
liging Manner, is the ſureſt Way to ſhew your Qua- 
lity, and to maintain your Dignity in all Companies. 
It is certain your Temper, if you would be efteem- | 
ed a Man of Underſtanding ought to be always the |: 
ſame, and not ſubject to change; now this valua- | 
ble Equality is preſery'd by being always of the like | 
Humour with others, and by conforming yourſelf | 
to the State in which you find their Thoughts, thro' 


the ſeveral Accidents of this mortal Life. 
Be no Stranger to their Likings, or Diſlikings, nor 
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appear leſs ſenſible of their Calamities than your 
own. Enter into their Griefs with a real Sympathy, 
and let them ſee in your Words and Countenance, 
undiſſembled Marks of a generous Conformity. 

Obſerve ſacredly and faithfully the Rules of Friend- 
ſhip. Tis no mighty Matter to be fond of Perſons 
of Fortune or ſuch as make a Figure in the World, 
by their natural, or acquir'd Parts. But do you ya- 
lue the extenfive Greatneſs of that Soul; which ren- 
ders Love for Love, let the Condition or Circum- 
ſtances of the Acknowledging Party be what they 
will. 

In ſuch a Situation as this, let Solomon be your 
Guide. That which was moſt particularly admira- 
ble in his Conduct, notwithſtanding the many va- 
luable Friendſhips he had contracted with his neigh- 
bouring Princes, was his never failing to ſhew a ten- 
der Regard, not only to the great Officers of his 
Court, but to the meaneſt of his Houſehold-Slaves, 
provided he was but aſſured of their Affections to- 
ward his Perſon. 

He thought the Loyalty, and Love of his Ser- 
vants could not be otherwiſe recompenced, than by 
the Love of their Sovereign; and that the Heart of 
the meaneſt of his Subjects, when it declared a ſincere 
diſintereſted Affection to him their Maſter, was up- 
on all Accounts as valuable, as that of the greateſt 
Prince. 

He look d upon himſelf as their Father; and one 
of the greateſt Inſtances of his Juſtice and Wiſdom, 
was his behaving ſo, as never to have taken, or kept 
an unfaithful Perſon in his Service; or mt 
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from it, without having firſt made him eaſy in his 


Circumſtances. + | | 
__ Their well-doing was one of his principal Concerns: 


his own Happineſs had no Reliſh to him, any longer : 


than his Domeſtics were Sharers with him in it, or 
if any Signs of Trouble or Uneafineſs appeared in 
their Countenances. To return; make it your chief 
Aim in the Exerciſe of your Government to ſecure 
the Wills, and to deſerve the Affections of thoſe 
who are to obey you. * 

Should you be a Sovereign, or Magiſtrate in any 
City or Province, depend upon it, you'l have no 
further real Power, or Authority in either, than as 
you are Maſter of the Hearts of the Inhabitants. 

And take notice, that in order to be beloved by 
the People; the firſt Leſſon you have to learn, is 
to love their Perſons only, and to ſeek no other 
Recompence for the good Offices done them, but 
the fingle and difintereſted Pleaſure of ſerving them. 

Tis a ſorry Trade that of feigning Love, and act- 
ing upon the Stage of the World, the Perſon of a 
Friend, by promifing high, and ſhewing a thouſand 
awkward Civilities: all that we ſhall get by ſuch a 
Practice, will be the deceiving and betraying our- 
ſelves. 
In the Art of gaining Hearts, the grand Secret 
is, to love naturally without Affectation, or Re- 
flection, and if T may ſo ſay, without pretending 
to any Virtue upon that Account. And that Love 
is the moſt -powerful upon the Wills of others, is 
moſt virtuous and admirable in itſelf, that ſeems 
to do the good it does, without Deſign, — 
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follow Nothing but Inſtin&, and natural Temper. 

Nay Chriſtian Charity itſelf, is no otherwiſe per- 
fe&, than as it is transform'd into the very Na- 
ture of the Perſon exerciſing it, and is become his 
Inclination, and predomining Principle. 

Tho' the Execution of Juſtice be one of the moſt 
important Obligations of your Life; yet let Mercy 
always ſet upon the Bench with you, and enter into 
all your Counſels. | 

Be ſevere in your Words and Actions, when it is 
convenient to be ſo; but let Sentence be pronounced, 
and Execution done by other Tongues and Hands 
than yours. Let yours be only employed in diſtri- 
buting Fayour, and in declaring Acts of Mercy and 
Compaſſion. | | 

Don't reckon them your Enemies, who are fin- 
cerely ſorry for having offended you; and when it 
is neceſſary to puniſh a Delinquent, if it be poſſible, 
don't give him time to repent before you, or to 
make Application to your Goodneſs: ſo ſoon as you 
are Witneſs of his Tears and Sorrow, believe that 
you have miſſed the Opportunity of Vengeance; and 
endeavour to imitate the King of Kings, and Judge 


of Judges, who never puniſheth Sinners but in their 
3 State of Obſtinacy, and whoſe Puniſhments are ne- 


ver durable, but to ſuch as love and chuſe to be eyer- 
laſtingly wicked. | 

Take notice, that there is a near Refemblance, 
in ſome Reſpects, between the Crimes of Offenders, 
and the Miſeries of the Poor, in the City you go- 
vern. "Tis bat a ſmall, or a very defective Charity, 
to give Alms to the latter, if you don't at the fame 
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time find them Work, and Employment; or to par- 
don the former, without in ſome ſort, reſtoring their 
Innocence, and taking from them the Inclination and 
Means of a Relapſe. Whoever you be, to whom 
Gop has communicated his Power, be ſure to pra- 
Aice theſe three Rules recommended to you by Cha- 
rity itſelf. Never reduce wy to Poverty, by Op- 

preſſion; reheve with your Su Vance tho hab: who are 
NT 6 ates; And mf your ator. Diligence : 
to prevent their falling again into the ſame Migfor- 
c ployment to 
7 {4 
Let not any be tempted to Sin, by following your | 
Example: let your Juſtice deter them from being Sin- 
ners, and your Goodneſs make them happy who are 
otherwiſe; Let all under your Charge enjoy their 
Liberty, and they will never be better pleas' d than 
when doing their Duty. 4 
Aim at the Honour and Happineſs of being able 
to pronounce with Truth, that amongſt the People 
committed to your Charge, you know of no uſeleſs | 
Hands, or any tainted with ſuch Morals as may prove 
3 to the Community. 2 


MAXIM II wi 
Keep thy" Heart with all Diligence; for out of | 
it are the {ues of Life. Prov.4. 5 = 


4 PARAPHRASE. 


EurLor all your Care and Skill in your | 
n for that is the Spring of Life. When that 
is q 
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is out of Tune, every-thing elſe is ſo on courſe; and 
nothing either in your Perſon, or Family will pro- 
ceed happily, if that be not eaſy. 
Govern your Appetites and Affections, and be not 
under their Direction. Diſtruſt your own Will, be- 
cauſe it is your chief Enemy, and means nothing leſs 
by its eager Deſires, and irregular Incli nations, than 
to raiſe an inteſtine War in your Breaſt, and throw 
all into Confuſion, Deſpair and Death. 

Chain up your Paſſions, and look upon them as 
ſo many ſturdy Rebels committed to the Cuſtody of 
your Reaſon. 


REFLECTION. 


The Paſſions are a very wiſe Inſtitution, of Proyi- 
dence, and were given to Man for extraordinary 
Purpoſes, they throw an unuſual Vigour into all his 
Actions; be he required to act boldly in the repell- 
ing of Danger, or to gain any Advantage, the ob- 
taining which, is attended with Difficulties. 

When theſe inviſible Fires are once lighted up 
in the Blood, they make a Man outdo himſelf, and 
perform nothing but Wonders : ſuch Sparks and 
Flames are kindled and thrown off by the Violence 
of its Motion, as enter like Needles, and ſtimulate 
the Heart, and puſh it imperceptibly upon the moſt 
hazardous Undertaking. The Man flies wherever 
the Impetuoſity of his Paſſions, hurries him, and 
imagines nothing unconquerable, or ſo ſtrong and 
powerful, as the Fire he is at preſent warm'd with. 

The Misfortune 1s, theſe. Reinforcements tho' ſhut 
up within the Man, prove often oppoſite to his ove 
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Intereſt, and are barbarous and mutinous Inmates. 
If he does not always keep them in Chains, he is in 
imminent Danger of being loſt: if he does not keep 
them in ſtrict Subjection, he muſt of neceſſity fall a 
Sacrifice to them. 

The Paſſions united by eternal Wiſdom to the 


Heart of Man, are like Lions or fiery Steeds faſtned | 


to a triumphal Carr. 

When the human Mind, exempt from Crimes, 
independent of Intereſt, Maſter of its own Wiſhes, 
Conqueror of the World, and Repreſentative of the 


Grandeur and Majeſty of Gop, appears in State | 


drawn by theſe proud Monſters, and conducted by 
them to Glory and Immortality, there is not in Na- 
ture a more magnificent Spectacle, or that deſerves 
more to be confidered, and admired by Angels. 

But when it ſo happens, that theſe Courſers break 
their Reins, and run away with their Maſters in the 
midſt of this Pomp and Solemnity, there cannot be 
a more afflicting or diſaſterous Sight; they hurry 
the whole Triumph down Precipices, and the Con- 
querour himſelf ſo lately beheld and admired by 
Crowds of People, becomes inſtantly the Sport of 
Fiends, and a ſad Example of the Weakneſs of hu- 
man Virtue, and Greatneſs. 

The Paſſions came from Gop; the Abuſe of them 
happen'd ofterwards from ourſelves, and is the Con- 
ſequence of the Sin of our firſt Parents. 

The Workmanſhip was both holy and good, when 
it came out of the Hands of the Creator. But the 
Fire of Hell ſeiz d upon it; and our Tears have not 
been able to extingunſh it, tho we have never ceas d 

weep- 
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weeping fince it was firſt kindled. The Miſchief has 
already laſted fix thouſand Years, it ſtill ſubſiſts; and 
it is from hence that all our Miſeries ariſe, and whole 
Torrents of Tears overflow the Earth ; which none 
of the many Devices we have ſince thought of, or 
contrived, have been able to put a ſtop to, but they 
have rather increas'd the-Waters, and made their 
Courſe more violent. 

Our Souls were ſent from Heaven into this lower 
World, took up their Habitation in Houſes of Clay, 
and Bodies conſiſting of corruptible Materials, Duſt 
and Aſhes, abounding with the Stings of Death, and 
Sin. | 
The Vapours of this Corruption form themſelves 
into black and tempeſtuous Clouds, which cover us 
with Horror and Darkneſs, and make us continually 
uneaſy within, and we know not the Reaſon why. 

Our Paſſions ſurrounded with theſe Clouds, grow 
warm, and kindle, and burſt out in Thundrings, and 
Tempeſts. Theſe Storms ſeize our Fancies; and our 
Fancies once poſſeſſed, and agitated, become abſo- 
lute Maſters of our Reaſon, and Wills. 

Thus the immortal Soul grows giddy, and is in- 
tirely at the Mercy of Heat and Paſſion. She blind- 
ly lays Deſigns, and conceives raſh Opinions, falſe 
and fooliſh Hopes, and impetuous Defires: ſhe hur- 
rys and precipitates herſelf, and theſe violent Mo- 
tions never ceaſe, til ſhe falls into Deſtruction, and 
is loſt in an Abyſs of Sin and Sorrow. 

And when the Soul finds herſelf in this Condition, 
the worſt of it is, ſhe is aſham'd'to retreat. Thus 
ſhe 1s undone thro' Folly, and kept from ny”: 
thro' 


— 1 


96 The camel of Wiſdom. 


thro Pride. O'rewhelm'd with Darkneſs and full of 
Errors, plung'd in Mire, and charged with Chains, | 
pertinacioufly adhering to Cuſtoms, and Ignorance, 
the remains a {ad Spectacle to Heaven, which be- 
holds with Pity this Image of God, in ſuch deplora- 
ble Circumſtances. _ ie 
During the State of Innocence, the Paſſions never 
acted but in Subordination to Reaſon. Whilſt we 
continue to do wiſely, and Chriſtianiy, they are un- 
der the ſame good Direction; but when we ſink into 
Libertiniſm, they ſoon get the upper hand of us. 
Theſe dark Tempeſts obſcure the whole Man, and 
ſpread Trouble and Perplexity over his better Part. 
The Affections are ſtrong: but ſo are we too, and | 
much ſtronger than they. I may ſay of the reli- |: 
iouſly wiſe Man at leaſt, and of all truly great Per- 
Pots, that they have three powerful Aſſiſtants with- |: 


in them, againſt theſe domeſtic Enemys; viz. the 
three following Gifts of Gop ſanctified by Divine 
Grace, Fortitude, a good Diſpoſtion, and Wiſdom. | 


_— 7 
T had a good Spirit, — and I came into a Body 
undefiled. W11d.s8. 19,20. 


> 4M PARAPHRASE. | 

J have obſerved in myſelf, from my Infancy, fays | 
Solomon, all the Qualities of an excellent Diſpofi- |. 
tion. They were neither the Produce of my own | 
Labour, or the Gifts of Fortune. Gop, who ſu- 


perintends the Accidents of our Births and _ 1 
"| 
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beſtow'd them upon me; Tis the Work of his Hands, 
and the Pledge of his Love , even before 1 myſelf had 
a Being. 


REFLECTION. 


An excellent and good Nature, 1s nothin oY 
but the Virtue, and Beauty of a noble Soul commu- 
nicated to the Paſſions. 

As Souls of this Rank are born with, theis Nobi 
lity and Grandeur about them, fo upon their enter- 
ing the Body, they are capacitated, to aid and aſſiſt 
Nature, in the Formation of our Tempers; tis they 
which give a vigorous and ſweet Turn to our Ima- 
ginations, and ren viſibly 1 in our Gate, and Mo- 
tion. 

They 1 pread their good Qualities e 3nd do 
all they can, to dart celeſtial Fire, and falutary In- 
clinations, into our Blood, and diſtemper'd Affections; 
and by this happy Mixture, they weaken the Poiſon 
of natural Corruption, and the deadly Strength of 
our internal Diſeaſes. 

Theſe benign Conſtellations have ſuch 6 
as ſecretly infinuate themſelves into the Flames of 
Concupiſcence, and qualify the Heats of its Fury, 
and the Diſorderlineſs of its Mot ions. 

There is ſuch Moderation and Purity in ſome Per- 
ſons, as almoſt tempts one to believe, they have 
nothing of Original Sin about them. Their Paſſions. 
are ſo well regulated, and the Fleſh and Spirit ac- 
cord ſo well together, that they ſeem to have a Re 
liſh for nothing but what is heaven 

2 ow this is occaſion d, by _ Sublimity of Spi- 
rit, 
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rit, the common Privilege of all perfect Beings, which 


has a ſecret Power, beyond that of the Loadſtone I 


to elevate every Thing it touches, and attract it to 
its Pole. 

The Affections once rauch d by the Virtue of a 
noble Soul, always incline towards Heaven, and aim 
at nothing but What is honeſt and honourable. The 
Spirit of a wiſe Man is brave and enterprizing, and 
there is nothing within him, that dare oppoſe his 
ny: or refuſe to follow his rde arg 


z } 


MAXIM IV. 


He that is ſlow to anger, is better than the mighty : 
and he that ruleth his Sirit, than be that 


ol 201 Go Prov. 16. 7. 


[4] 
n. 


10 60 be e and to love true "Yvon will 
om give us the Maſtery: of our he erpee and De- 
ires i Io 
- Courage comprehends two Virtues, Fortitude and 
Patience: and theſe are the two conftituent Parts 
of it, and 104, 5 ee the other Perfection 
of our Nature. 

By Fortitude, we make head againſt Men; and 


forreign Enemies; by Patience againſt our Paten, 
rown'd 


and internal Foes. 
Tha Vanquiſhers of Men are admired and crown 
belone;, the Sch-Conquerours, meet their Rewards 


in Heaven; and: it is ſor them, that Triumphs, and l 


6 we > prepard above; «i; © ay 
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The Fortitude of thoſe is of great Value, and de- 
ſerves the Reputation it meets withal in the World; 
the Patience of the others,tho' leſs talk'd of, 1s worth 
a great deal more, is more neceſſary, and conſe- 
quently ought to be more honoured. 

They have Both been eſteem'd firſt-rate moral 
Virtues, and have conferred the Name of Great, on 
the Con ſtantines, and Charlemains; and made the 
Heroes of Antiquity to be reverenc'd in all Ages: 
but if you are not in a Condition to practice each 
of them, yet make Choice of that, to which the 
Wiſe have always given the Preference; and note 
down among your Maxims thoſe Words, which haye 
often been ſeen embroider'd upon the Standards of 
ſeveral Princes, and are engray'd in the Breaſts of 
all great Perſons, as 4 Device worthy their Natures: 
He that is ſlou to anger is better than the mighty : 
2 he that ruleth his ſpirit, than he that taketh a 

Jy. 

REFLECTION. 

If you ask a Definition of Courage? every 3 
is provided with an Anſwer. But you may be eaſi- 
ly led into a Miſtake, and embrace the Shadow for 
the Subſtance. | 

They are in the wrong who place it in the Heats 
and Ardors of corrupted Nature, or who believe it 
to be nothing, but a cholerick Inflammation, kin- 
dled on a ſudden, at the Sight of any formidable 
Object; which by chafing the Imagination, and ſtir- 
ing the Humours of the Body ſtimulates the Man, 
and hurries him inconſiderately and raſhly amidſt 
Death, and Dangers. 11 $97 TIO 
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It is not of the Number of the Paſſions; it is 


their Lord and Maſter : Nature has placed it in the 
Middle of them; not as a Criminal in the Midſt 


of his Accomplices, but as a Conquerour in the Midſt 
of his Slaves, to keep them ſtrictly to their Duty, 
and enure them to hard Labour. Their Fires are 
different, but 'tis very proper, the angry ſhould be 
under the Direction of a regulated Courage. 
Some have perſwaded themſelves, that what we 
call true Courage is ſome military Angel, who during 
the Heat of Action, influences the Souls of the Com- 
batants, and makes them perform Wonders. 


Others think, tis only the Breath or Inſpiration 
of an Angel, which agitates the Soldiers Hearts, and ; 


puts whole Armies in Motion. 

The wiſer Sort have more juſtly deſcrib'd it to 
be, a ſpiritual Flame, light up by the Creator, in 
the higheſt Part of the human Soul, like a Star in 


the ſuperior Region of Heayen. A Flame peaceable | g 
and regular, ſublime, incorruptible, all over lumi- 
nous, pure and ſtreaming forth, alwaies attach'd to 


Heaven, tho conſtantly-employ'd on Earth, by an 


inexhauſtible Emanation of neceſſary Influences, for \ 


the Preſervation of the Peace and Safety of Man- 
5 But whatever Courage be; don't imagine, that 
in order, to be reckon d Courageous: you are ob- 


lig d always zo. ſheath yourſelf in Armour, or to go 
about, the World to ſeek foreign Adventures: no, 


remain at home, and wage War with your Paſſions; 


and then, if you will credit Solomon, you ſhall be 


more regarded, than the moſt celebrated Captains. 


4 


When 


| 
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When you forgive Injuries, and can bare with a 
generous Patience, the Inſults and Affronts of others, 
you are of more Worth, than the Soldier who re- 
venges himſelf; and it is more honourable for you, 
to put a Check to the Riſings of your Anger, and 
to ſtifle thoſe Thoughts which entice and urge you 
to Sin, than to diſcomfit whole Armies, or to make 
yourſelf Maſter of the ſtrongeſt Fortreſſes. | 
Your Glory and Grandeur does not conſiſt in hum- 
bling others, but in being great in yourſelf; and in 
an Elevation that has no manner of Dependence up- 
on their Misfortunes, or Fall. | ay 
When you get the better of your irregular Ap- 
petites, and reſiſt thoſe Motions, which would car- 
ry you to baſe Actions, and contrary to your Duty, 
you add real Weight to your Merit, and Virtue: but, 
when you conquer foreign Foes, nothing within you 
is the better for it. The Defeat of their Armies may 
leſſen the Number of Mankind; but it does not add 
one Inch of Stature to your Body, or one Degree 
of Perfection to your Soul. 18 4 
In a Word; value Patience: I don't ſay you ought 
to deſpiſe Fortitude, tho! it is not of equal Worth 


with all-conquering Patience; yet I muſt own, it 


ought to be greatly eſteem'd, and that it deſerves 
the Admiration it has juſtly met with in all Ages. 
Let me add, that they ſhould not be ſeparated, for 
ſingly, they are not perfect, they are the two con- 
ſtituent Parts of Heroiſm, two Halves of one Whole, 
and that the Separation of them alwaies obſcures 
and weakens their Influence. 
There is neither Courage, or Nobleneſs, or true 
| Grandeur 
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Grandeur of Soul in any Perſon, where theſe two 
Virtues are not united. Tis only from their Union, 
that they have Power to carry Men to the higheſt 
Degree of Heroic Glory, and to give that Divine 
Luſtre to their Actions, which dazles the Eyes of 
the World, and forces Fame to ſpeak of them eve- 
ry where, and at all Times. 

It is certainly a moſt glorious Thing, and juſtly 
to be prais d, and admir d by all Men, to ſee what 
Courage in a Prince will do; when during the Heat 
of Battle, animated by this celeſtial Fire, he paſſes | 
undauntedly thro all the Terrors of Death, and 
call d, and led on by Victory, he purſues the Re- 
mains of routed Armies. | 

Again; it is as certain, tho the Sight be not ſo 
common, that it is more worthy public Admira - 
tion, to ſee another Prince, who in the Midſt of 
Triumphs and Succeſs, and bleſſed with all the Fe- 
licities of this Life, knows how to deſpiſe what he 
is in Poſſeſſion of, and viſibly declares, by the Mo- 
deſty and Steadineſs of his Conduck, that he had 
much rather loſe all this, nay even es and 
Worlds, if he had them, than be guilty of one fingle 
Act of Injuſtice. 

But to ſee theſe two Wonders united and attach'd 
to one another, in the ſame Conqueror, to know 
how to fubdue the Enemies of the State, and to 
vanquiſu Himſelf; to grow wiſer and more mode- 
rate by Succeſs; to encreaſe in Goodneſs with his 
Victories; and to take Towns, and gain Hearts; to 
grow more lovely as he grows more — to 
Mankind: to ſee I fay, ſuch a Sight as this, = 
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behold the moſt raviſhing and beautiful Spectacle 
under Heaven. I don't know, whether Antiquity 
ever beheld the like; but Poſterity will ſee an In- 
ſtance in our Annals. Shar r 

All the Sentiments of true Courage are contain'd 
in theſe two Words; Rather Die, than be afraid of 
Men, or deſert your Poſt in the Sight of your E- 
nemies: Rather Die, than not fly from the Dan- 
gers that threaten your Conſcience; or that may 
cauſe you to prefer the Intereſts of Self-Love, or 
a baſe Paſſion, to the Duties of Integrity. 

If neither your Circumſtances or Inclination give 
you an Opportunity to profeſs the former; or your 
State of Life particularly ſubje&s you to the Laws 
of the Goſpel, and obliges you to forgive Injuries; 
be. not concern'd at it; but remember, that it 1s 
a Prince more valiant than the Cæſars, and more 
enlightned by the Spirit of Gop than the Prophets, 
who affures yon, That he that is /low to Anger is 
better than the Mighty; and he that ruleth his Spi- 
rit, than he that taketh a City. 


2 MAXIM V. 
For Wiſdom is the Breath of the Power of God, 
and a pure Influence flowing from the Glory of 
the Almighty; --- She is the Brightneſs of the 
everlaſting Light, the unſpotted Mirrour of the 
Power of God, and the Image of his Goodneſs. 
Wii e 
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PARAPHRASE. 


| AMONG the Perfections of the Deity, tis Wiſ⸗ 
dom alone that renders Him eternally tranquil and 
eaſy ; and it is from this Spring that He extracts 
the Remedy, which he beſtows. upon-us, as a Cure 
for all the 1 8 and Irregularities we carry about 
us, or that ariſe from the Frailties of our Nature. 
I his ſupernatural Wiſdom, is an Emanation of 
his Power, communicated to the Affections of Men, 
which penetrates to the Bottom of our Corruptions 
and Diſorders, and makes way for Peace and Holi- 
neſs to take Poſſeſſion of us. 

The Peace of the Saints enters into us with Wit 


dom; and the Deſign of Gop, by this, is, that the 4 


Soul being ſpotleſs, and free from all manner of Per- 
turbation, may become a Mirrour proper to con- 
template his Divine Beauty, and its own Nature in, 
even as He eternally beholds Himſelf in his Word. 
Who is the unſpotted Mirrour of the Power of God, 
and the Image of his Goodneſs. | 


REFLECTION. 


Good Nature diſarms our Paſſions; Courage ſub- 
_ dues them; "Wiſdom governs them; and by a mr 


raculous Transformation turns them into Virtues, | 


and ſanctifies what is Criminal 1 in them, and moſt 


oppoſite to Grace, by making them eafily ſubmit to ; 
Obedience. 7 have CE 8 4 ert to ern ; 


thy Statutes. _ 
My Meaning is; proce once "the * hasdeclared 


to us the Will of our Creator, and oblig d and con- | 


[ 
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ſtrain'd us to obey; Wiſdom adds Inclination to the 
Obligation, and produces certain delicate Motions 
in our Hearts, which agitate us, and make our Paſ- 
fions leap for Joy, and aſpire with us after the Hap- 
pineſs of doing the Will of Gop, and of being con- 
tinually employ'd in ſerving, and honouring Him. 
My Heart and my Fleſh rejoice in the living God. 

In a word; the Law obliges us; Grace aſſiſts us; 
and Wiſdom inclines us to obſerye the Divine Com- 
mandments. t 

When once Man is enlightened with the Rays of 
this Day-Star, He finds Reſt and Joy in all the Exer- 
ciſes of Righteouſneſs. The Statutes of the Lord are 
right rejoycing the Heart. 

Whatever is propoſed to him to do, if it be right 
that he ſhould do it, he does it with Inclination: 
what Reaſon commands, he executes with Affection: 
His Duty 1s a Pleaſure; Obedience Liberty ; and Fi- 
delity his Diſpoſition. 

His Soul wills Good, without Deliberation: and 
enters upon the Performance of it without Oppoſi- 
tion, or having any Diſpute with the Paſſions. Thoſe 
Domeſtic Enemies have loſt their Natures; and W1- 
dom has made an entire Change in the whole Man. 

The Soul thus diſpoſed, forms great Defigns, and 
immediately enters upon Action: nothing leſs than 
immortal Honour will content her, and ſhe Puſhes 
for it, but without any Diſturbance: ſhe does not 
walk, but fly; and the Warmth of Conſtitution, and 
the Flames of Concupiſcence, that were formerly 
ſo troubleſome and rebellious, become obſequious 
Slaves, and carry her in her Triumph. 7 

O 
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A Triumph, in which is beheld what was the moſt 
Divine of all the Works of Almighty Power, the Day 


in which He created the World: viz. a Man, whoſe 
Ne er conf) ed Jolely 1 in the Love of Du- 


” Gon gives Wiſdom gratis to nine; and it is His 
| Will, others ſhould rive to deſerve it. Several have 
merited it by Prayer. One of the ſureſt Ways of at- 


taining Her, is to hearken to the Counſels ſhe gives; 
and we are no mean Proficients in Wiſdom, when 
we begin but to follow her, and are reſolved to be 


governed by her Advice, and Inſtruction. 
MAXIM VI. 


Env y and Wrath ſhorten the Life, and Careful- 
neſs oranges Age before the Time. Ecclus 


30.24 


PARAPHRAAS E. 


Al PI 4 ſerve Gop-as you ought, maintain 
your Innocence and Devotion to the Day of your 
Death; act as prudent People uſe to do in the Pre- 
ſervation of their Health: keep internal Peace, and 
ſuffer not yourſelf, to be diſcompoſed with any Ac- 
cident, or Paſſion: Jealouſy, Anger, Hatred, ſel- 
dom appear in any one, but to the Deſtruction of 
Virtue, and the ſhortening of Life. An Exceſs of 
Application or Affection for any Buſineſs, tho lauda- 
ble in itſelf, is not leſs e e than other Diſ⸗ 
quietudes. 

3 18 vialent 1 in our Paſſions, puſhes us 2 
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on ſining, and drags to the Grave. Nothing is im- 
r or glorious, but what 1s rn * * 


Risen 


Take care of being too well pleas d with any Thing, 
whatever it be, even with the Performance of your 
Duty; never think too intenſely upon any Matter, 
or ſuffer your Aren to make you grow eager, 
or impatient. 

Exerciſe ſo much Maderation, and Power over 
yourſelf, that it may be ſaid, all your Undertakings 
are guided by Reaſon; that you work with Tncli- 
nation and Pleaſure, and that you wait the Succeſs 
of your Actions, with a perfect Indifference. 

Not, that I would have you Sroically inſenfible. 
'Tis neceffary to have Paſſions, and for thoſe Paf. 
fions to be alive. Your: Horſes ſhould have Swift- 
neſs and Metal too. Coldneſs ſhould never appear 
but in Council, or Indifference but in Deliberation. 
And it is in this, that the Beauty of human Life con- 
fiſts, when a magnanimous Warmth appears in our 
Intentions, and Actions, ever free and e 
from Hurry and Precipitation. | 

Gop does whatever becomes Him to do, witho\ 
any manner of Diſcompoſure ; he is like the Sun in 
the Firmament, alwaies bufied about a thouſand dit- 
ferent” Ocbupations, yet alwaies eaſy. 

Be you here below, what the Shadow of the Sun 
is upon a Dial. Move, and do your Duty, without 
being call'd upon. Do eyery t which a Perſon 
who has the Government of à Family, a City, a King- 
dom, or a Regulator of Mamnners ſliotiid do: But be 

O 2 at 
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at the ſame time ſo 12 ang — that it 
may appear by your eſty Tranquillity, that 
you are in a perfect State of Repoſe, and have no 
manner of n about you. 


MAXIM. VII. 


4 Fools wrath is preſently known : but a pru- 
dent man covereth ſhame. Prov. 12.16. 


. PARAPHRASE. 
ea Indiſcretion moſt common to Mankind is de- 
claring our Anger too ſoon. Tis the Bufineſs of Vir- 


tue to ſup ppc it; and that of Intereſt to manage it 
ſecretly. From the Moment of its Birth, Policy con- 
ceals 1 5 but Wiſdom immediately ſtrangles *. and 


22 it dead en the Spot. 


R ETL ECTIO N. 


Do you ſill better, ſtifle it if it be poſſible i in the 
very. Conception. Tho this diſorderly Paſſion re- 
main never ſo little a while in your Breaſt, or does 
but juſt appear in your Countenance, it cannot refide 
in either, without greatly diſcompoſing you, and 
throwing you into Confuſion. Its ſudden Motions 
are ſo many Weakneſſes, as well as Failings: and ſhould 
they not render vou culpable, they would however, 
be misbecoming; and fince there is Honour in the 

reſſion of 7 them, there muſt be more in never 
* been ſubject to them. 

I know, very well tis glorious to reſiſt, and con- 
quer. But ſince the ance of a dangerous — 


18 
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ſion, and Self-Conqueſt, is the Caſe ; tis ſtill more 
glorious, not to be attack'd at all, or to haye any 
thing about you to combat, or fear. 

Dread thoſe Triumphs, in which you have a Chance 
to be led captive; and chuſe perfe& Health, rather 
than the moſt ſovereign Remedies; be Maſter of 
an humble and meek Spirit, rather than of the moſt 
excellent Rules againſt Impatience. 

At leaſt take notice, that Wiſdom, which gives a 
reat many fine Inſtructions to angry and choleric 
erſons, in order to regulate their Warmth, were it 
in their Power to new-mould themſelves, and en- 
tirely furniſh themſelves with other Conſtitutions; 
would only give them one Piece of Advice, and have 
nothing further to ſay to them, than only, Remake 


your ſelves. 


| MAXIM VIIL | 
A wounded Spirit, [or according to the Vul- 
gat a Spirit prone to Anger,] who can bear ? 
rov. 18. 14. 


PARAPH RAS E. 


Wuo is there that can live with a Perſon, that 
is always uneaſy, he knows not why; and who is 
ſubject to frequent Fits of violent Anger? or how 
indeed can ſuch an one endure himſelf, and not be 
aſhamed to find himſelf in ſuch a Condition? 

The worſt of this Evil is, like others that come 
from beneath, there is no Remedy for it: there is 
no being cured of it, ſo long as we live; we muſt 
re- 
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return back again to the Fountain. of Life, and there 
change our very Bodies and Conſtitutions. 
"REFLECTION. 


Ox all the Paſſions, the moſt unbecoming Perſons 
of Quality, and the moſt inſufferable, is without 


doubt, that, which is /e/f-or:iginazed, and which kin- 


dles into a Storm, without any-bodys ſetting Fire to 
it, and then ſuddenly burſts out, into dreadful Thun- 


| drings, and Lightnings. 


Iis impoſſible to be in ſuch Company, with any 
manner of Safety or Repoſe, no not even when they 


themſelves are ſeemingly at reſt. The Ceſſation of 


their Anger, 1s but like the. delicate Slumbers of a 


fick Prince: we muſt take care to ſpeak very low, 


and to go very ſoftly, and with a great deal of Cir- 

cumſpection, leaſt we rouſe the ſleeping _ | 
'Tis the ſtrange Fatality of People of this unh 

py Turn of Temper, according to the Opinion. of 

certain Philoſopher, to imagine, that there is & 

thing in this World, but what is ſurrounded with 


Thorns, and that they are wounded by every Thing 


they touch, or come near. 

Even the beſt meant Civilities, and Favours and 
Benefits of all kinds, have ſomething in them they 
cannot digeſt. Whatever you ſay, or do, to pleaſe 
them, tis that very Thing that gives. Stance; and 
makes them complain. 

Your moſt reſpe&ful Words and Actions, are ſo 
many Sparks that fall upon their Reſentments. You'l 
fee them ſtart ſuddenly out of themſelves, and fly 
into the moſt unaccountable Extravagances; ay 

their 


* 


* 


a ridiculous and brutal Paſſion? 
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their Caprice forſooth ! has ſeen ſomething in your 
Looks, and Speech, that 1s equivocal, and dubious, 
or that they do not clearly underſtand. 

Tis true, all of us have our Weakneſſes and Fail- 
ings diverſly diſtributed thro' our corrupted Nature: 
but thrice unhappy he, who has this Temper for his 
Share: if it be your Caſe, weep and tremble. 

I know very well theſe Flights of Paſſion are rec- 
kon'd inevitable Accidents, and unavoidable Fail- 
ings, that they ought to be pitied, and merit Excuſe. 
Which I very much doubt: but to come to the 
Point. You are not blam'd, becauſe you are liable 
to a Diſtemper, that may prove dangerous to Man- 
kind; but you are blam'd for herding at that time 
among your Fellow Creatures. "Tis a Misfortune to 


| be all over Plague-Sores; but it is piacular, to come 
abroad, and into all Companies, in that Condition. 


That which is ſtill more inexcufable, is your ap- 


pearing upon the Bench with the Tokens upon you, 


and exercifing your Charge promiſcuouſly among all 


| * Sorts of People. 


Why ſhould you daily give occaſion, to your of- 


fended Neighbourhood, to know that you are po/- 
ſeſſed; or give them an 8 of ſeeing you 
alwaies under the Power of theſe violent Agitations, 


and guilty of all the Follies, and Extravagances of 
Either get yourſelf cured, or ſhut yourſelf up for 


ever. An ancient Author ſaid well; that Caves and 
Dens were provided by Gop Almighty, for People 
in ſuch melancholly Circumſtances. It will be much 
more expedient, that you ſhould ſuffer alone in _— 
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Wilderneſs, than to ſcatter Infection both in Town | 


and Country. 

Learn what Nature ought to teach you, and what 
all People of Honour are ſenſible of; that the ſe- 
vereſt of all Afflictions, and the hardeſt to be born, 


is to grow unſupportable to your Neighbours. A N 


Spirit prone to Anger, who can bear? 


MAXIM IX. 


Seek not of the King the Seat of Hmour. Ec- Þ 


clel. 7.4. 


PARAPHRASE. 


Give not Ambition any Power over your Heart: | 
ſpread not your Sails before that Wind, which ſname- 
fully hurries you after Vanity, and Nothing; nei- Þ 
ther be too ſolicitous after the Attainment of the 


moſt honourable Employments. 


When the Glory of this World comes unſaught j 


for, and Providence commiſſioneth it to wait upon 
you, accept the Preſent: but be not eager to fore- 
ſtall its Favours, or to purchaſe them at the Ex- 


pence of Honour and Conſcience; excuſe yourſelf F 
when they are tender'd to you; and make this hum- Þ 
ble and generous Anſwer, that you think, the mean- Þ 
eſt Charges when offered to you with Affection, are 
valuable and ought to be accepted; but that the F 


greateſt are 200 Hittle to be eagerly ſaught after. 


Let it be known likewiſe as your Opinion, that 
with reſpe& to Honours, we ceaſe to deſerye, when 


we demand what 1s our Due. 4 
R- 


G wed Hs A 
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RETLRCTIO N. 


Ambition agrees not well with Wiſdom; neither 
1 Honour ſeemly for a Fool. © 

If you are a Man of a bad Life, or diſorderly and 
ſcandalous in your Conduct, fly from Honour and 
hide yourſelf: but if by Accident, your Prince gives 
you an Opportunity, of asking a Favour at his hands, 
don't do it in the Manner the nic Philoſopher did, 
by deſiring him to ſtand off, and not to intercept 
the Rays of the Sun; but rather beſcech him to 
give you leaye, to remain in your original Obſcu- 
rity. 

Look upon the Employments that are offer'd you, 
or which your Friends, or your own Pride prompt 
you to defire, as your Misfortune and certain De- 
ſtruction, when you cannot ſupport yourſelf in them, 
with Addreſs, and Honeſty. 

There is nothing ſo misbecoming, or ſo ſhame- 
ful.to our better Part, as Honour ee 
with either Grace, or Merit. 

When we are really contemptible, all our Dj 
ties and Grandeurs make W ſo vifible as our 
Deformity. 

Our Stature is neither better or taller for being 
viewed upon a Stage, but our Littleneſs becomes 
more notorious. Mitres and Crowns don't elevate 
us at all: we ſupport them, and ſhall always be lit- 
tle under them, if they are the only Things we have 
to value ourſelves upon 

Lou are much concerned, when others men 
you only i in Mockery, and wor. themſelyes —_ 
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at your Expence; but you are in the wrong, conſi- 
dering the Station you are 1n, not to be much more 
_ troubled; when their Reſpe& is fincere and proceeds 
from a ſceming Affection. 

| Reſpe&paid ſeriouſly to an unworthy Perſon ought 
not to be a leſs Subject of Concern, than Reſpect P40 
by Perſons, — in Jeſt. 

In ſhort; ſuffer not yourſelf to be exalted, for fear 
thoſe who fee —— in a Chair of State, ſhould have 

y of faying with King Solomon, that 

— 061d eh — moſt ſhocking Sight under the Sun; 
which is, Folly ſet in great Dignity. Eccleſ. 10. 5,6. 


e . rale MAXIM X. 
| Give not over thy Mind to Heavineſs, and af. 


30-21. 
10-., n 


Dov'r burthen yourſelf with Cares, and Unea- 
ſineſs; baniſn Sorrow from your Heart. Grief has 
deen the Death of many a Man; tis good for no- 
thing but to add Weight to the little Troubles of 
Life, and to metamorphoſe Shadows and —_ 
rances, into lafting and real Evils. 


Rurin CTION.. 


when any troubleſome Accident befals you, con- 
ur your Reaſon, and weigh the Matter colenty and 
diſpaſſionately. Let your Thoughts enlighten, but 
not conſume you. Let your Affairs employ, but 


W and affect you. They are thrown in 


your 


fat wat thy ſelf in rhine own Counſel. Ecclus 


=, 
* 
ö 
* 


* 
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your Way, to exerciſe you Faculties, and not for 

your Puniſhment. | | 
In conducting your Deſigns, obſerve with Patience 
the Miſtakes that happen in them, thro' Chance, or 
your own Management; believe me, you are-able 
and wiſe enough, if you can bring a ſingle Enter- 
prize to Perfecton, after ten Miſcarriages. Let not 
ſuch Misfortunes as theſe diſcourage you; learn to 

make the proper Advantage of them. | 

Tiis an excellent Cure, for the Uneafineſs that 
happens to you in the Exerciſe of your Duty, and 
the Way to keep your Paſſions in Order and perfect 
Subjection, often to lift up your Mind to Gop, and 
to grow familiar with Him, by conſtant Intercourſes 

of an humble Confidence. Rs" 
Altho' He knows before hand all that you do, con- 
cerning your Affairs; and tho He ſees better than 
you do, the Pains that you ſuffer, and the Difficul- 
ties that ſurround, and make you irreſolute; yet He 
is pleas'd,when He is inform'd of theſe Things from 
yourſelf: they are the Secrets of your Heart, which 
He is entituled to know, by His Love for you: come 
boldly, and tell them to Him, approach His Preſence 
without Fear; and remember, that in your Cloſet, 
and in the Places where you are alone with Him, 
his Care is to think particularly upon you, and the 
Eye of His Providence and Goodneſs is employed, 
in looking after your particular Concerns. He is there 
to comfort you, and to learn the State of the Af- 
fairs of your Family, your Employment, and Con- 
ſcience: tell Him therefore freely and fincerely what 
you know: diſcover your "_ Heart, and let —_ 
. L | ee 
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ſee the Bitterneſs and Diſtreſs, you feel, and all the 
Motions of your Thoughts diſturb'd and agitated by 
Fear, and Sorrow: Vide Domine, quoniam tribulor: 
Behold me O Lord! loft and oyerwhelm'd in a Sea 
of Troubles: but I have nothing to lay before Thee, 
but that Thou heareſt my Sighs, and loveſt me. 
Thou beholdeſt my Pains, and my Tears, and I ſee 
my Cure, in thy Boſom and upon thy Lips; ſpeak 
to me, and comfort me: at leaſt, refuſe me not one 
kind Look, and let thine Eyes ſhed that Influence 
upon me, which raiſes the Afflicted from the Grave, 
and gives them new Vigour and Life. 


for Comfort from your Fellow-Creatures, in your 
Diſtreſſes: but He is better pleas'd, when you come 
to Him to repreſent your Griefs, when you find they 
have neither Power or Inclination to affiſt you, and 
you throw yourſelfentirely into His Arms, and com- 


plain of their Weakneſs and Ingratitude. FYerbo/: 


amici mei. My Friends are made up of nothing but 
fair Speeches: Tis to Thee O Divine Saviour! that 
I relate my Afflictions, and before whom I pour 
out my Tears. Mine Eye poureth out Tears unto 
Ged. Job 16.20. COT 

He is inclined: by His Goodneſs to grant you all 
imaginable Conſolation: but it is His pleaſure to be 
compell'd-by Entreaties and Remonſtrances, that, 
H I may fo ſay, He may not be at Liberty, to re- 


= * 


fuſe your Petition. 
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Go is not diſpleaſed with you, when you ſeek 


* + 8 NN 2 22 "Bs 


The Counſels of Wiſdom. 117 


MAXIM NI. 


Turn away thine Eye from a beautiful Woman. 
Ecclus 9. 8. 
PARAPHRAS E. 


LE not Love in at the Eyes, neither let it en- 
ter into your Soul. Turn away thy Face from an 
artful Woman, and gaze not upon the Countenance 
of her, whoſe whole Deſign is to caſt a Miſt before 
you, and to deſtroy your Hopes of ever being ad- 
mitted into the Preſence of Him, who is ſupreme 
and infinite Beauty. 


REFLECTION. 


% There is Nothing ſo formidable as the Obliging-- 
=> neſs and Careſſes of a Wicked Woman: dread her: 
Company, and her Civilities; fear her Voice, her 
Eyes, her Hands; ſhe has Nothing ſweet or amia- 
dle but what may prove mortal to you. ep thee 
from the evil Woman, from the Flattery of the Tongue 
of a ſtrange Woman : neither let her take thee with 
her Eyes. Prov.6. 24,25. 
She naturally knows how to convert every-thing 
about her to Darts, and Weapons of Deſtruction. 
That which would be nothing elſewhere, under 
her Management becomes of dangerous Conſequence : 
a Glance of her Eye is enough to confound you, and 
a fingle Hair has Strength enough to attract you. 
Nay Flight itſelf will ſtand you but in little ſtead : 
if you haye ſeen her before your Retreat, your Re- 
ceſs will be at no great Diſtance. 1 
et 
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Let not yourſelf be taken by her deceitful Flat? 
teries: her Words drop like Dew from her Lips, and 
enter deliciouſly into your Heart; but it will ſoon 
turn to Poiſon, and rend your Bowels in Pieces. Her 
Approach is ſweet like Honey, but the End is bit- 
ter as Wormwood. 

The Things ſhe promiſes you, carry in the Deli- 
very of them, Charms of a dangerous Nature. There 
is a great deal of luminous Glare in all ſhe ſays, and 
does, but it is like that of a Comet, which only ap- 
pears, to predict Misfortunes : fo ſoon as ever you 
perceive them, begin to fear, and depend upon it, 
Repentance will ſoon follow. Her Houſe is the Way 
to Hell, going down to the Chambers of Death. Prov. 
x » | 
That which entices you, and which you behold in 
her Countenance, are indeed Rays of the true Sun. 
They take their Origin from the Beauty of Gop; 
look upon them in this Light, and draw near: but 
their Situation and Reſidence here below, is upon 
the Brink of a Slough, where is 2weeping, and wail- 
ing, and gnaſbing of Teeth : take eſpecial Care, you 
run not to this Place, or follow the fatal Impetuoſity 
that hurries you thitherward. Let not thine Heart 
decline to her Ways, go not aſtray in her Paths 
ith her much Fair-Speech ſhe cauſed him to yeild, 
with the flattering of her Lips ſhe forced Him. 
Prov.7. 21, 15. 

Many before you, have precipitated themſelves 
therein: it is from the Bottom of this Abyſs, that 
proceed thoſe dolorous Complaints and lamentable 
Cryes, that have been heard to eccho, and * 

2.3 | or 
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for fix thouſand Years paſt, thoſe ſorrow ful Words 
of the unhappy Solomon, Vanity of Vanity, all is Va- 
nity, and Vexation of Spirit! all is Treachery and De- 
ceit: pretended Beauty and real Deformity ; Dreams 
of Delight, and never-ending Remorſe. 

The Wiſdom of the Creator made Woman an ex- 
cellent Creature, both in her Body, and Soul; but 
to converſe with her in Safety, we ought either to 
be replac'd in a State of Innocence, or wait for a 
State of Glory and Immortality. 


MAXIM XII. 


A wiſe Man will beware of Offence, or accord- 
ing to the Vulgat, of /dleneſ5. | Ecclus 
18. 27. 


PARAPHRASE. 


ONE of the commoneſt Remedies againſt the 
Diſorder of our Paſſions, is Buſinels. 

A Wiſe Man is never idle: when he has no im- 
mediate Buſineſs to employ him, he reflects upon 
what he has done, and reviews all his paſt Actions. 


| REFLECTION. 
The covetous Man buſies himſelf in heaping up 
Riches; the ambitious in obtaining and deſerving 
Honours; the wiſe Man in finding out ſomething to 
do: he endeayours to make one Employ beget ano- 
ther, and enters into all the Affairs, and Cares of 
Uſe, and Importance in Life. 
_ *Tis better to want Subſiſtance, than Employ- 
ment. The Man who needs both the one and 5 of 
other, 
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other, muſt neceſſarily be undone. The only Diffe- 
rence is, the famiſh'd Perſon dies quickly, and with- 
out Diſgrace; the idle Perſon meets a lingering and 
ſhameful End. | 

The worſt on't is, Idleneſs is more fatal than 
Death; for that taints and deſtroys what is moſt in- 
cCorruptible, and divine in us. 

The Beauty of the Mind, the Goodneſs of our 
Temper, the Force of our Courage, and the Purity 
of our Conſcience retain ſomething of the Nature of 
Fire: they cannot ſubſiſt or be preſerved without 
Motion and Action. They are extinguiſned, when 
they become inactive: and Lazineſs deſtroys more 
Things by a criminal Neglect, than Time with all 
his violent Motions, and Agitations. 

Time has made no Alteration in the Sun for theſe 
ſix thouſand Years: now one Day of Reſt, without 
a Miracle, would make him tumble from the Sky. 

The brighteſt Innocence and Steadineſs of Soul 
will receive greater Damage from half an Hours Idle. 
neſs, than it could from all the Cruelties of a Ty- 
rant, or the Flatteries of Pleaſure, during a long 
Courſe of Years. I als: 

Reſt throughout the Univerſe, 1s the Origin of 
Evil. Poiſonous Herbs, venemous Beaſts, Stench 
and Corruption, Plague and Famine ſpring all frem 
Idleneſs, and the Inactivity of the Elements. 

Sin and Ignorance, Folly and Deſpair have their 
Reſidence in Souls that have nothing to do but to 
torment themſelves. And it is true, what a Philo- 
ſopher ſaid formerly, that there needed no other 
Hell, han eternal Sloth, to plunge and puniſh a Soul 
everlaſtingly in. M A- 
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MAXIM XIII. 

Get thee hame without delay; there take thy 
paſtime, and do what thou wilt: but fin not. 
Ecclus 32. 11,12. 


PARAPHRASE. 


BREAk¹ off from Buſineſs, when Reaſon and Ne- 
ceſlity require: divert, and unbend your Mind with 
ſome innocent Recreation; now to do this in the 
moſt effectual Manner, you muſt follow your own 
Inclinations, and accommodate yourſelf to the Hu- 
mour you are in: make choice of that Diverſion, 
which is moſt pleafing to you, and which is moſt 
likely to refreſh and entertain you. 

Nevertheleſs, in Caſes of this Nature, let your 
chief Care be, to avoid ſuch Diverſions as may en- 
danger your Innocence; and remember, that it is 
better to weep with Good, than to laugh and be mer- 
ry in Bad Company; to be ſeen with the latter is 
enough to make us culpable; but to enter into Par- 
ties of Play with them, will ſoon make us wretched, 
as well as criminal. Tate thy Paſtime, but ſim not. 


REFLECTION. 


Play is a wiſe Inſtitution of Nature, and one of 
the moſt neceſſary Exerciſes of Human Life. If we 
would regulate ourſelves according to the Intentions 
of Divine Providence, every Day of our Life, ought 
to be divided like our Hands,into five different Parts; 
viz. Devotion, Buſmeſs, Meal - time, Sleep, and *. 
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It ſeems, Play, like the leſſer Finger, is put in the 

laſt Place of this Diviſion; which gave Occaſion to 
certain ſower Reformers heretofore, to judge it rea- 
ſonable to cut it quite off, as a Thing both unneceſ- 
ſary and unbecoming. But if you would know how 
adviſeable it is to preſerve it, and how many Ad- 
vantages accrue, by indulging this pretended Incon- 
venience, obſerve,whenever you are engaged in Play, 
theſe three or four Pieces of Advice, which are drawn, 
and copied from the Example, and Sentiments, of 
one of the wiſeſt Princes that ever ſat upon a Throne. 
Play fays He, and take your Diverſion; but what- 
eyer your Quality may be; do it not, 'till after you 
have been engaged in ſome Buſineſs. 
Nature found out Play, to relieve and refreſh 
Man after the Labour of the Day was over: the La- 
zy never reliſh this Advantage; and neither Nobi- 
lity or Riches exempt any Perſon from being crimi- 
nal, if they play without this Reſtriction. 

Never play for any Thing that you cannot looſe 
without wounding your Conſcience, or without car- 
rying home with you Uneaſineſs, Remorſe, and Sin. 

Be diſcreet, and keep a reſpectful Silence when 
you are ſucceſsful. Look pleaſant when you looſe: 
be under no Concern, let what will happen. Be equal- 
ly calm and affable, be your Luck good or bad; uſe 
yourſelf to look upon the Uncertainty of Chance, 
without any Manner of Emotion, or Change in your 
Countenance, or Paſſions: and let it teach you this 
Leſſon, not to be aſtoniſh'd, when you-behold the 
great Revolutions of the World, and the Renverſe- 
ment of States and Empires by the Inconſtancy 


of Fortune. 7 Imi 
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]Imitate that Prince, of whom Sidonius makes men- 
tion; who played, that he might learn how to be- 
come a great King, and that he might find the Se- 
cret of gaining or loofing Victories, without any A- 
batement in the Serenity, and Temper of his Mind. 
Exceed him if it be poſſible: ſtudy how to make 
yourſelf perfectly amiable; and to turn to your own 
Advantage thoſe Occaſions that preſent themſelves 
of making you known to the World, and becoming 
Maſter of the Wills of other People; Qualities that 
always ſhine out with great Luſtre in the Actions of 
thoſe, who are endowed with noble and generous 
Sentiments. Never winn any Man's Money, with- 
out wininng his Heart at the ſame Time. Be Ma- 
ſter of that happy Diſpoſition, and that engaging 
Civility, as may force your Antagoniſt,” tho con- 
quer'd by your Hands, to think more of your good 
Behaviour, than his own Loſs; and oblige him, to 
confeſs ſincerely, that he ſhould have been the great- 
eſt Gainer, could he but copy your Example, and 
come up to your Conduct. BM: * 
Never looſe a Game, without gaining at the ſame 
Time what is more valuable to a Gentleman: ſpeak, 
and act in that diſcreet Manner that the Lookers on 
may accoſt you tho a Looſer, as they did formerly 
Theodoſms the Great, in this obliging Style; that 
they had rather be unfortunate with you, than ſuc- 
ceſsful, and victorious in other Company. - © 
In ſhort, make Play,your School of Improvement; 
and never return from it, without being wiſer, than 
when you firſt began. 22119151 VF Feen t 5870 
Take thy Paſtime, but ſin not. Play, I ſay, = 
2 
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be very circumſpect, leaſt you fall into that which 
is the greateſt of Misfortunes, I mean a paſſionate 
Fondneſs of Gameing, and never being contented, 
without paſſing whole Days and Nights in that fort 
of Drverfion; or without ſo much as thinking, there 
can be any other Happineſs, than an Eternity of ſuch 
Pleafures. ait | 
The Holy Fathers have written ſurpriſing Things 
upon this Subject, and have expreſſed themſelves in 
ſuch a Manner, as made the Primzizive Chriſtians 
tremble. I have but a few Words to add upon this 
Point: of all the Devils that ever poſſeſſed Man- 
kind, the two crueleſt are Coverouſne/s, and Game- 
ing. Covetouſneſs, is an inſatiable Deſire of conti- 
nually ſcraping ſomething together, without laying 
out, or parting with any Thing. Gameing, is an un- 
ſatisfied Rage of looſing perpetually whatever one 
has of his own, or can be borrowed of Friends; only 
to throw it into a bottomleſs Gulf, by the Caſt of 
a Die, to the utter Deſtruction of their own, as wel! 
as the Families of all their Creditors. 

Ibis is not the Election of the human Will: tis a 
Flame kindled from Hell in the Souls of Gameſters, 
which poſſeſſes, hurries, and forces them after this 
Manner; ſo that after having played away, and loſt 
their Money, their Revenues, Eſtates, Houſes, Goods, 
Cloaths and their very Beds from under them, they 
facrifice at laſt their Liberty, and become Slaves to 
their Conquerours; all which ſerves only to encreaſe 
the Brutality, and Fortunes of the vileſt of Man- 
kind: nay, theſe Wretches play away their Souls 


and {ell them to the Devil, by figning with their 
0 . own 


a. r G * 


The Counſels of Wiſdom. 125 


own Blood, the Schedules'and Contradts of a perpe- 
tual Surrendery : In ſhort, they play away their Gop, 
renouncing Him in their execrable Oaths and Blaf- 
phemies ; belching out Curſes againſt Heaven, in 
their Fury, and trampling, and deſtroying every 
Thing that is ſacred, under their Feet. a 
Their Loſſes and their Ruin ſtop not at them- 
ſelves, but extend to their lateſt Poſterity. For if 
that be true, which is conſtantly obſerved in all Com- 
panies, that among thoſe Ladies and Gentlemen 
which we ſee lolling in their Coaches and fix, and 
attended with magnificent Equipages, there are not 
a few, whoſe Grandfathers begged their Bread in the 
Streets, or got it by their daily Labour; ſo is it not 
leſs true, that among thoſe, who ask Alms of us, 
there are many, whoſe Anceſtors, have loſt their 
Eſtates and Honours at Play; and become Parrt- 
cides of their own Fleſh and Blood, and Progenitors 
of a Race of Beggars! Twas very well obſerved by 
a Philoſopher, that Gameing, and Debauchery ruined 
as many ancient Families, as Trade and Riches raiſed 
new ones. How many great Names do we find in 
Hiſtory, of which not the leaſt Mention is made now, 
in their ſeveral Countries? 

Thoſe Gentlemen and Ladies, who having a great 
deal both of Time and Money at their Diſpoſal, and 
who conſume whole Days, and Nights at Play, are 
properly ſuch as will be condemned to Hell, at the 
laſt Day, for not having relieved the Poor: others 
may have their Excuſes; ſome for not having Lei- 
ſure, nor not having wherewithal, as being Poor 
themſelves: But the Gameſters will have nothing 

to 
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to ſay, but that they would not do their Duty, and 
that we Play, to the Love of their Sa- 


vorn.. 
In a word; Take thy. Pofliue, and do what ;hou 


wilt, but: fon, not, nes 'ourſelf for the Preſer- 
vation of your Subſtanc e play; and divert yourſelf 
for the Preſervation of your Health: and take care 
of your Health, your Innocence, and your Life, that 
you may the better pleaſe Gop, and be . to 
al the, Laws of his Kae, 
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{ARTICLE Iv; W 05 
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EYES 


FOR 
The Government of the Tongue. 
M A . 


A ſoft anſuuer turneth away wrath: but grie- 
Vous wards fiir up anger. Prov. 15.1. 


\ d 


Pan laurie | | 


HE Sov does not contribute ſo much to- 
wards appeaſing the Anger of others, as a gen- 
tie and meek Reply. When our Opponents; are noiſy, 
we are apt to be ſo ourſelves; we grow injurious, 
threaten high, and uſe violent Means to make our 
Neighbours hold their Tongues; and we forget, that 
one kind Word, or civil Expreſſion, would do the 
Buſineſs more effectually 
A wholſom Tongue is a 2 Tree of Life; but Perver ſe- 
neſs eren; ig a breach of the Spirit. Prov. ty. 4. 


The Truth of which is * apparent, in all Fami- 
lies, and Converſations. 


Every 
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Every one is ſenſible of the Advantages of ſuch 
- Conſolation, and it furmſhes out proper Remedies 
for all our internal Diſeaſes. Such a Tongue cures 
all the Woünds of our Souls. But a haſty Tongue 
is as a ſharp Sword, and throws out raſh Expreſſions 
that ſtrike deep, and pierce the very Heart. 


/ -RBeFLECTION, , 
There is nothing in which a Man exerciſes him- 
ſelf ſo much, as in ſpeaking, and converſing with 
his Friends; and there is nothing in which he pro- 
fits leſs, or is more ignorant, or more defective. 
Converſation begins in the Cradle; and yet we 
know not how to converſe as we ſhould do, in our 
moſt advanced Age. Nay, we ſeem to grow worſe 
at it by Study and Application; and the older we 
are, we commit groſſer and more inexcuſable Faults. 
There are thoſe who teach the Myſtery of Con- 
verſation: we all pretend to learn, but very few to 
any Purpoſe: the Profeſſors ſay well, but act ill: they 
write excellently, but their Practice is not influenced 
by their Writings: they give Rules beyond their A- 
bilities, which occaſions the Non- obſervance of them: 
ſo that no Art is furniſhed with better Precepts, or 
ky £4 good Examples, than the Art of converting 
„ you cannot attain to ſo high a Degree of Per- 
fection, as to be of the Number of thoſe great Ge- 
214 who charm all Companies; endeavour however, 
not to be counted importunate, or troubleſome; at 
te keep yourſelf out of the Liſt of the Inſuppori- 
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A Man'by much babling becometh hateful. Ec- 
clus 20.5. Of this Kind are all thoſe, who make it 
their Buſineſs to pry into the Secrets of Families, 
and private Perſons, and then run about, and pub- 
liſh and diyulge every where, what they find ex- 
ceptionable or little in their Management : People 
of this Complection are bold in their Reflections, in- 
judicious and ſhocking in their Replies, and inexhau- 
ſtible in their Flow of Words. 

It is no ſmall Degree of Wiſdom, to be able to 
hun the Company of ſuch ſort of People. Well is 
he that is defended from a backbiting Tongue. Ec- 
clus 28.19. It is a higher Degree of Wiſdom, when 
we fall into ſuch Company, to give them the hear- 
ing only, and never to enter into an Argument with 
them. F 

But it is ſtill the higheſt Dawes of all, to be able 
to manage ſo, as to ſtrike ſuch an Awe into theſe 
Bablers} that they ſhall not dare to have any Con- 
verſation with you, and to oblige them to ſo much 
reno; as to be . in all rune where you 
appear: 

Vour great Talkers are e juſtly placed i in the Claſs 
of Inſupportables; this ſort of Men and Women have 
always their Mouths open at all Entertainments; 
and their Converſation, like that of the Philoſopher 
Anarimenes of old, conſiſts in nothing when, and 
wherever they ſpeak, but in a r of Words, 
without one Drop of Senſe. 

Be you better manner d, and more n Give 
others Leave to ſpeak, when you have ſaid what 
you have to ſay. Let others reply, without Inter- 

R ruption 
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ruption from you. She them that you can hear 
in your Turn; and don't give them Occafion tothink 
that of you, which was ſaid of the ſame Philoſopher; 


that Nature had furniſhed him with three Tongues, 
inſtead of #290 Ears. 


Another Sort of In/upportables, are thoſe Fools, Þþ 


who can talk of nothing, or ſuffer any thing to be 
talked to them, but their own Commendations; who 
ſeem to know nothing but the Hiſtory of their own 
Families and Actions, and who are willing that others 
ſhould have as bounded a Knowledge as themſelves: 
they tell their own Tale to every one they meet; 
and tho' they are perpetually rehearſing their Hi- 
ſtory to you, they forget nga they ever {aid a Word of 


the Matter, and are conſtantly beginning again, up- 


on every 01 portunity. 

Your ers are as ill nia. 2. theſa who 
have an ill Scent about them. Tis an unhappy Si- 
tuation for a Man of Honour to be in ſuch Compa- 
ny, and not dare to ſtir an Inch from them. | 

However, tis not ſo bad to be. obliged to ſtay 
and hear their Follies, as to catch their Diſt 
and follow their Method of ſetting themſelves off 
Bear with 13-1 _ 7 1 ef. _ bad 
Example. aut E * not 
. eee 

upon it; there is in 
found fault Sith, and desded by others, grace in bing 
praifing yourſelf, Impoſtars and lines have of- 
ten accuſed, and reproached the Wiſe and Prudent; 


but none of the eder NE IR of Saf 
Commendation. . / |: c 1 
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To theſe likewiſe may be added, thoſe raſh and 
giddy Buffoons who never ſpeak without ratling, nor 
rail, without ending thoſe that hear them. 

It is true, modeſt and genteel Railery is the Sali 
that ſeaſons all Converſations, which are apt to ſpoil, 
and grow inſipid and dull without it: but o much 
Salt, is a great deal worſe than none at all; and take 
it from me, that too much, is at no great Diſtance 
from its Oppoſite. We have need of all our Pru- 
_ to keep within Bounds, and preferve the golden 

can. | 

Never pretend to laugh at any one, or to uſe bite- 
ing Expreſſions, if you are not yery wife, and un- 
derſtand not the Way of doing it diſcreetly, and 
with Addreſs. 

'Twould be well, if your Je/ters were as wife as 
the animal Creation. For Beaſts, when they play 
together, and worry one another for their Diyer- 
fion, tho' they ſeem to bite to the quick, and to do 
Execution, yet they do but carefs each other; and 
manage their Teeth and their Claws fo well, that 
they difengage without ſo much as a Fleſh-Wound. 

But the Banrerer, knows not how to bridle his 
Tongue. He points his cutting and indiſcreet Raile- 
ry ſo, that it wounds the very Soul: Blood always 
follows his Diverſton, and he never fails giving a 
mortal Stab to the Heart of his Friend; tis impoſ- 
fible to eſcape from theſe People in a whole Skm. 
Tis a common Itch in Company, to proclaim 
open War againſt fome one Perſon in particular, and 
to pelt him with Wittyciſms, and malicious Repar- 


ties of a ſeemingly mnocent Nature. „ 
Y 'R2 


132 The Counſels of Wiſdom, 


ty is, theſe Sort of pretended Conteſts and Quarrels 
always carry in them ſome real Contempt of the 
Perſon we attack: we never think we have laughed 
enough, if our Friend does not feel himſelf ſtung to 
the Quick, or till we have ſaid ſomething very ſhock- 
ing, and offenſive to him.. 
But Men of good Underſtandings, and Tempers, 
know how to diſpence theſe ſort of Freedoms, and 
manage theſe feigned Quarrels, with Reſpect and De- 
cency; they never ſuffer Pride ot All- Nature, or fo 
much as a diſobliging Expreſſion to ſlide into any of 
theſe friendly Trials of Skill, and good Humour. 
Nay, they are ſtill greater Adepts in their Ma- 
ement. They know how to chide and threaten 
calmly, when under the Influence of real Provoca- 
A prudent Man-can let his Seryant know that he 
is his Maſter, without deſpiſing him, or ſaying one 
Word that is diſguſting. He knows how to act the 
Judge, without reproaching the Criminal at the Bar, 
in ſuch ſevere and harſn Terms for his Faults, as are 
entirely misbecoming one of the ſame Species. He 
n the Stubborneſs of the Delinquent's Will, 
and the Abuſe he has made of his Liberty, not his 
Perſon, or Circumſtan ce. 
_ The Reſpect we owe one another is indiſpenſi- 
ble; we ought not to deny Children, or the meaneſt 
Wretches alive that favour, which Juſtice obliges us 


to ſhew even to Stocks and Stones, when once they 
are made into Statues, and become Reſemblances of 
our Saviour, and his Apoſtles. 
Since we carry in our Souls he Image of the Dei- 
e 1 | ty, 
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, it becomes Sacrilege for us, to deſpiſe one ano- 
ther. That wicked Inclination which we have in 
us, 10 think. little of other People, is an Infuſion of 
the Devil which he ſhed in the Hearts of our firſt 
Parents, when he firſt corrupted our Nature. 
If we did but reverence one another as we ought, 
we ſhould experience heavenly Satisfaction in all our 
Friendſhips, and Freedoms here below. 
Tis mutual Contempt which be Conteſts in 
Families; and tis this Sate of Mar, which over 
anne Souree of all our nee x Ih 


2 79 MAXIM II. k 
A wiſe Man by his Words maketh Buſey be- 


ove. Ecelus 20. 13. 
ith 500 


 PaRApHRASE. 


. are - picture of the Mind, They re- 
preſent it in its proper Colours. This ſpiritual Sub. 
ſtance is perceived no where ſo well as upon the 
Tongue. When once the Mind has delivered its Sen- 
timents about other Things, there is no need it ſhould 
deſcribe itſelf, to become known: from the Moment 
ih has made the Declaration, Its aun Nature 1 is no 

cret. FO 1 0.34 0. | 


> 
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The Haypineſs of making ourſelf beloyed Joins 
entirely upon our Manner of Governing the Tongue. 
Speak eafily, but ſpeak not too much; be under 

no concern, whether you ſpeak freely, or are filent; 

| let 
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let what you fay be grave, and above the common 
Level, when Occafion ſo requires; and expreſs your- 
ſelf worthily upon ſerious and important Subjects: 
know how likewiſe, to let yourſelf down when it is 
proper; laugh with thoſe that laugh, but always 
within the Bounds of Civility and good Breeding; 
let your Railery and Jeſts be ſeaſon d with Praiſes, 
and Commendations; and never treat any Perſon 
with greater Sharpneſs, than is confiſtent with Re- 
ſhed; and good Will: fay nothing but what is pru- 
dent and modeſt; and this too with Addreſs; and Sin- 
cerity. This is the Way to captivate the Hearts of 
Men as we ſhould do, and in the moſt agreeable 
Manger imaginable, I mean, by always ufing ſuch 
Expreſſions, as are the real Repreſentation of a well 
regulated Mind. 1808 12 
The good Offices we do to others, prove rarely 
ſucceſsful. The Preſents that we make, ſeldom go 
farther, or captivate any thing but the Eyes: "Tis 
Canter ſatiom only that creates a mutual Affection. 
3 are; diſcreet and reſpectful Speeches that 
have given Birth to all the laſting Inclinations, and 
noble and celebrated Friendſhips that we behold now 
adays, or that have ſubfiſted heretofore Man- 
kind. A w/e Man ſball promote himſelf to Honour 
with his Words. Ecclus 10. 27. Stateſmen, Coun- 


ſellors, the moſt famous and beſt-read Judges, nay 


all learned and great Perſons owe their Reputation, 
and. their Fortunes to a diſcreet and well regulated 


1 The Ladies who have made. themſelves moſt re- 


nom d, and hayc been beſt beloved in the World, are 
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not thoſe who have been the moſt beautiful, the moſt 

_ or the moſt knowing: the Reputation and 
Credit which they have acquired by theſe admira- 
ble Qualities, — paſs away. If any one has been 
conſtantly and perfectly admired, or beloved, it has 
been entirely owing, to the Diferetion, amd Wiſdom 
of her Expreſſions. 

As nothing ſeems more eaſy, than the Govern- 
ment of the Tongue, ſo Nothing ſeems more feaſi- 
ble than to make munen amiable by ſuch a Ma- 
nagement. 

But however, this 18 9 rare; and the reaſon 
is, becauſe we refuſe to ſpeak according to the In- 
clinations of our Hearers. We are determined to ſay 
what is pleafing to our own preſent ill Humour, and 
we chuſe rather to become inſupportable to our 
Neighbours, than ſtiflle a few inconſiderate Words, 
or be at the Trouble of expreſſing ourſelves civilly 
or with due Condeſcenſion. 

Very often in Company, we diſcover only our own 
Shame and Infa , and (et in open Sun-Shine, what 
ſhould be moſt uſtriouſly concealed: T mean, our 
it Nature; we are reſolved,” others ſhall be ſenfible 
of it, becauſe we are refolyed to ſpeak. 'A'Maſque 
is an excellent Invention to hide Deformity, and fo 
is Silence to-conceal Folly : If Fools could Nor hold 
their Tongues; their Folly wool not be fo vitthi. 


EET TT M nee 
2 1 is bid, and Treafure that is Fe] 


0 up, les Profit is in them? Ecelus 20. _ 
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| Tus wiſe Man wrongs: his Neighbours, dh he 

keeps Silence. Hidden Treaſures, and Knowlege 

that is dumb, are equally uſeleſs; but he that hideth 

2 Folly, is better than a Man that hideth his Wi/- 
mM. 


RBFLECTION. 


It rety often happens, that Men of Underſtand- 
ing, and who know a n many Things, talk but 
little: "14 
Now this procceds either from a melancholy Diſ- 
poſition, which makes them loye Solitude, and take 
Pleaſure-in entertaining themſelves with their own 
Thoughts; or from a Conſcientious Scrupulouſneſs, 
hich makes them ſenſible of the unavoidable Faults 
in Converſation; or thro a Willingneſs of attaining 
the Reputation of having never {aid any Thing amis. 

But it is a Queſtion, whether is moſt criminal or 
reproachful, to ſay. o little, or to ſay i090 much? 

In the Government of the Tongue, it ouglit to be 
remembered, that the leaſt and loweſt Degree of 
Perfection, is to know when to be ſilent: the next, 
when to ſpeak a little, and when to ſtop in our 
Diſcourſe: The third and moſt perfect Degree, is 
to know, how to ſpeak # great deal, and that well, 
and to the Purpo 

It 1s true, we meg fray Occaſion for great Diſcretion 
to know how to be filent in all Comjunctures, and to 
conceal, What ought not to appear. But, we want 
a8 5 much again, to hinder others from gueſſing, or 

knowing 
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knowing from our Silence, that it is our Intention 
to ſay nothing. 

The Perfection of all, is really to be filent, when 
we ſpeak moſt ; and to keep our Secrets quite out of 
Sight, when we ſeem moſt freely and openly to de- 
clare our Sentiments of Affairs. It is with a Secret, 
as with Treaſure, it is half diſcoyered, ' when once 
known to be hid. | 


MAXIM IV. 
Make a Door and Bar for thy Mouth; beware 
thou ſlide not by it. Ecclus 28. 25,26. 


PARAPHRASE. 

Maxx a Door for thy Mouth: you may leave 
your Cabinets and your Riches without Locks and 
Bolts, rather than your Lips: and take particular 
Care to avoid all offenfive, and diſguſting Language. 

Imagine, ſays the Son of Sirach, when you are 
in Company, that you ſtand upon Ice, and conſe- 
quently, that your Motion ought to be flow, and 
eircumſpect. Beware leaſt you ſlip with your Tongue, 
and your Judgment follow for Company. So many 
unbecoming, indiſcreet, and raſh Words as you ut- 
ter, ſo many falſe Steps you make in your, Under- 
ſtanding, which throw you upon your Neighbours, 
and render you troubleſome and hurtfull to them. 

1 REFLECTION. 24. 93 en 

'Tis good Advice that is given us, to put a Bar 
to our Mouth, to prevent any indiſcreet Words from 
cleaping thence : „ ee f OM SE e 

13 | } | 8 But 


138 The Qui of Wiſdom. 


But as it muſt often be opened, and we muſt ſpeat 
when Reaſon and Neceſſity require, it may ſeem, 
that theſe Precautions ſerve ta little Purpoſe, Ill 
Words are neareſt the Furtal, and they ruſh out with 
the the from: and ſince it is neceſſary to ſpeak; tis al 

moſt impoſſible to forbear {peaking ami. - 

However, ſometimes this may be done, when Wit 
| dom keeps the Keys: and its chief Buſineſs with us, 
is to be continually at the Door, and to open, and 
ſhut it, as often as Neceſſity requires. 

That can never be abſent, but ſome Diſorder will 
happen; for the moſt part, it may be affirmed, that 
all the Misfortunes in Communities and Families, 
which occaſion ſo much Sorrow, come from hence, 
that Wiſdom is not always to be found, where there 
5 Tong gues. A TURE Ton N diſquieted 

F 2 pA driven them from Nation ation; 

pet Logo. hath it pu 4 down,. — 4 i 

es 0 47 reat Mem. Ecclus 28.14. 
"Whale iſdom has the Direction, we. behold 
one of the moſt ſurprizing Accidents in Life. vis. 
A wife Man ſpeaking like other Mortals readily in 
Publick, without ſcrupulouſly ſeeking, or counting 
his Wards; and yet not ſo much as a Syllable utter- 


18 'disjointed, or that can give Offence. 
bd iſcourſe is Iike a wit aal dig St Stream: 
and yet the Swiftneſs of its Motion hinders him not, 
from having Time enough to weigh every Drop, and 
not to permit any Part to eſcape without his Know- 
ledge and Examination 


80 e Swiftneſt 
in * World, is that of a bright and — Um 


der- 


. had, 
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derſtanding, when it confiders what is proper to be 
ſaid. what the Tongue requires Hours to ſpeak, that 
the Mind conceives in a Moment, by collecting what 
Words are to be ſpoken, and what not; and intui- 


tively diſtinguiſhes what 1s to be ſaid, and what is 
to be concealed. 


In ſhort, the ſovereign Perfection of Man, when 
he converſes with his Fellow-Creatures, is to have 
all that he ſays, look as if laboured, yet be free from 
Stifneſs, and Conftramt, and rg ras well choſen, 
and to the Purpoſe. + 


f MAX I M V. 
He that anſwereth a Matter before he heareth 


een Prov. 
18:13. 


PAAR don 


An that replyes, before he hears what has been 
; aid, demonſtrates nothing, but his Folly by his An- 
| ſwer, 

RRTIIGT Ie R. 


One of our commoneſt Failings, is ſpeaking too 
faſt, and toa inconſiderately. One of our moſt ſhame- 
ful Dif graces, is to unſay, what we have Mal. a · pro · 
pos aſſerted: and one of our Faults that deſerves the 
moſt ſevere Animadverſion, is our Readineſs to avoid 
this Shame, and our Unwillingneſs to retract our 
Errors. a 

The Fear of falling into any of theſe — 
ces makes the wiſe Man extremely circumſpect — 


8 2 
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his Diſcourſe : and to lay it down for a Maxim, ne- 


ver to ſay any Thing which he is not well aſſured 
E hand, he ſpall never be obliged to er N 


MAXIM VI. 


Be not hab; in thy Tongue, and in thy Deeds ſlack 
and remiſs. Ecclus 4. 29. 5 


PARAPHRASE. 


33 E not t prompt in Words, and = in Actions: 
ſpeak with Diſcretion, and act with Courage: pro- 
* — and do much. 


REFLECTION. 


Domt t imitate the Generality of Mankind, by being : 
over gracious; perhaps, there is not a greater De- 
gree of Folly than this Exceſs of Goodneſs; becauſe 
there is nothing more apt to fail us than ſuch a Pre- 
tence: People promiſe according to their Deſires, 
which are great; and they perform according to their 
Powers, which are ſmall. 

In engaging our Word, and in obliging ourſelves 
to ſerve others, we mould act more prudently and 
wiſely, if we promiſed leſs than rd —_ and ons 
more ue _ PI 


MAXIM vil. 


Open not * Heart to . As. "Ecclus 
| ; | * ; "4 f PA- 
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PARAPHRASE. 


9 


Things, if it be poſſible, without being ſeen. Be ſe- 
cret, but without Diſſimulation. Content yourſelf 
with concealing your Thoughts, but ſtand clear of 
Tricking. When you are to tranſact Affairs that re- 
quire Secreſy, avoid Lying, and truſt only to Si- 
lence. Endeavour after the Royal Perfections of 
ſpeaking and holding your Tongue when you pleaſe; 
ſay what, and juſt as much as you think convenient. 
Stick to this Maxim, and know when to be ſilent, 
eſpecially in Affairs and Undertakings of Importance 
that are truſted to your Management. For a De- 
fign diſcovered, is not a jot better than a Defign diſ- 
appointed | | | 
The leaſt Prejudice you have to fear from haſty 
Diſcoveries, is a retarding the Succeſs of what you 
wiſn moſt well to. Time deſtroys all Things that 
are done; and the Tongue, all that are to be done: 
- Keep this Maxim, with regard to all other Things 
that are delivered in Confidence to you, and be faith- 
ful to thoſe, who have done you the Honour, to be- 
lieve you ſo. | | 
When once you have let the Secrets of your Friend 
eſcape your Lips, conclude, that Friendſhip, Fideli- 
ty, Honeſty, Honour, Juſtice and Wiſdom have taken 
Wing at the ſame Time; and that there is no _ 
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Difference between you and a Beaſt, but that the 
Beaſt has not the Power of ſpeaking, nor you that 
of holding your Ton 2 

Let this Rule guide you, with reſpect to the Bails 
ings of other People: ſeveral make it their Boaſt, 
that they are not the Authors of the Miſchief, which 
they ſee done in the World; do you advance a Step 
higher, and make it your Glory, not ſo mach as to 
mention, what you ſee others do amiſs, - 

The Sin of your Neighbour whilſt it continues 
wrapped up in lence and Night, may be but a fim- 

ple Crime, —— hurtful only ta himſelf: but when 
you publiſh it, it becomes an Infamy to his inno- 
cent Family, an N een #01 Libertines. and 
a Scandal to the Church. 

What he has committed, Was, if L may ſo fay, 
but the Approach to Evil: but your Tongue has 
compleated the Malignity; tis for ever after finiſh- 
ed Iniquity, and loaded with all the Reproaches and 
Misfortunes of a ſcandalous and unpardonable Fault. 
Divulge not what Divine Mercy would haye conti 
tinue unknown. _ 

Neither diſcover what Nature would conceal; I 
mean the moral Imperfections latent in ſome Per- 
1 or their natural Deformities. If you have ob- 
ſerved them, be ſo good, as not to communicate 


them to others. Tis true, ſome are ſo ill natured 
as to be pleaſed with theſe ſort of Diſcoveries, and 
Detractions; but be not you ſo ungenerous as to be 
delighted with ſuch a Practice; nor entertain any ſc- 
cret Pleaſure in yourſelf, by laughing at any Actions 
n may render your Neighbour ridiculous. N A* 
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be pleaſed at knowing his Failings; hate to ſpeak of 
them; and dread being diverted with them. Emu- 
late St. Ephrem's good Fortune, who upon his Death- 
Bed, thanked Gp! that he had lived threeſcore 
Years inthe World, and did not remember, he ever 
= an offenſive, or difobliging Word to any Per- 


In ſhort, ſtudy to be filent; 'tis this, if you'l be- 
lieve Ariſtotle, which is the Practice of Kings and 
Princes, and all Perſons of Diſtinction. 

Now Silence becomes them exceedingly well, eſpe- 
cially when they reſolve to do good Offices, and Fa- 
yours to their Inferiors, or to gratify others that 
may have obliged them. 

A Benefaction promiſed, when conferred, appears 
but with half its Grace: It is Royal when it ſur- 
prizes, and comes without being expected, or ſo 
much as hoped for. | 

'Tis great, to prevent Peoples Requeſts: tis glo- 
rious to foreſtall their Wiſhes; but more ſo, to let 
Benefits preceed your Promiſes. 


wr MAAIM VL. 
A Fool lifteth up his Voice with Laughter, but 
a wiſe Man doth ſcarce ſmile a little. Ec- 
clus 21. 20. 


PARAPHRASE. 

Tax unthinking Man laughs aloud: but the Laugh- 
ter of a —. Perſon is ſeen ſometimes, but is 
never noiſy. 1 

E 


"I 


144 — The Counſelr of Wiſdom: 


ASSL OT 4 LEE TION. et; 
We have not been able as yet to diſcover in the 
general, the true Object of Ridicule But this we 
know, that there is nothing, but; Vice unexpectedly 
diſappointed by itſelf, that makes wiſe Men merry; 
and they are neyer more wiſe, or more modeſt, than 


in their Mirth.. 
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CONTAINING THE 


MAXIMS of SOLOMON 


Moſt neceflary for the prudent Conduct of a 
Man in his RELATIVE CAPACITY. 
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ARTICLE L 


— I. 112 L 4445 


R U = E a... 


To be obſerved by a Wiss 3 in "fi 
Behaviour towards His WIE. 


MAXIM I. 


A good Wife 1 1s a good Portion, which ſball be 
given in the N of them that ds the Lard. 
5 26. 3. . N 


PARAPH RAS E. 


A Vin rvous Wife is a great Felicity, and a va- 
luable Portion. It is the firſt and chiefeſt of 
all the Gifts, which Gop beſtows in this Life, upon 
them, that fear Him. Never hope to obtain one by 
Force and Violence, but e ne to deſerve Her 
by your good Actionss. and 112 


REFLECTION. 

Virtuous and prudent Wives are not ſo ſcarce as 

17 2 their Scarcity and Difficulty of bei 
1 2 


fol 
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found, confiſts in our Want of being well acquainted 
with ſuch; and diſtinguiſhing them from the Crowd. 
When you are TE at a fit Age to look out for a 
Partner, not yqur own Prudence. /You'l never 
be clear ſightect enough to make a proper Choice; 
but you may be Religious enough to deſerve a good 

ne. Never pretend to determine for r yourſelf, ask 
Gop, to beſto d $he\uppe; you.) . 

When you have found her, don't — yourſelf 
unwo LEY qu grow troubleſome to an 
innocent Birks» ond that lavgs you, ybur Hap- 
= oe ＋ will I be but of a ſhort Date: either Death will 
en part you or whit is; more to be feared, her 
Goodneſs v will expire before you, and you will only 
live to be * 

XI. M II. 


MA 
Biahed ir the: "Man ET a virtuous Wi fe, 


Yor the "Niotber of his" Days Jhal be double 
Ecclus 26. 1. Jo 20155 
| 1 


BSS is the Husband of an obedient and peace. 
able Wife, If a Man could be immortal, the Sweet - 
of her Society vould make him fo; at leaſt, he 
il live, twice as long a he eduld, without her. 
fand humble Wife, is the ne 


An oblieing 
that can lengthen his Days 


RBFLBCTION: 


-i: Beaths Fir. Gon has made Man of two Perſons, 


becauſe) He way: urn to form in their Hearts, 2 
br viſible 
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viſible Reſemblance of His own adorable Perfe&ions. 
The Bond of the two Perſons is Love, which tho' 
not a Third Perſonality as in the Deity alone, yet 
ought it to be immortal between the Two ſo united. 
And this Love cannot ſubfiſt or be maintain'd but 
by the Grace, and Virtue of the Object beloved: to 
the end therefore that it might ſubſiſt between Huſ- 
band and Wife, Gop deſigned the Faces of them 
both to be an Epitome of all created Beauties; and 
their Souls to be the Image of the Divine: that fo 
whatſoever 1s amiable in Nature, might be found in 
their Perſons. 

But Sin has fince crept in, and baulked his Deſign, 
and tarniſhed his Work. Tis nothing now but Mi- 
ſery and Confufion; and the Husband of the moſt 
prudent and virtuous Woman, perhaps, is neither ſo. 
happy, or wiſe, as he that is fingle. 


MAXIM II. 


Houſe and Riches are the Iuberitance of Fathers, 

and a prudent Wife is from the Lord. Prov. 
19.14 1 
| PARAPHRASE. 


Your Manfion, and your Eſtate are the Benefa- 
Rion of your Parents: but if you have found a wiſe: 
and prudent Wife, you ought to eſteem her, as a Pre- 
ſent immediately ent from the Hands of Gop. 
The Compliance of a virtuous Wife creates Joy in 
the Heart, and Countenance of her Husband. Her 
diſcreet Behaviour, and her Care of SF 
| | airs: 


LY 
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fairs exempts him from much Uneafineſs, and Trou- 
ble; and Concupiſcence itſelf can't make him hope 
for Pleaſures comparable to thoſe, which her Virtue 
aſſures him of, in the Enjoyment of ſo chaſt a Spouſe. 
And if to her Beauty be added a gracious Manner 
of ſpeaking, and ſhe is blefled with a Tongue that 
knows how to ſoften Grief, and appeaſe Anger; then 
indeed it may be affirm'd, that he who is in Poſſeſ- 


fion of ſuch a Treaſure, is one of the richeſt and hap- 


pieſt of Mortals. 


K 1 110 N. 


The Ladies who would attain this Happincſs,cught 
to remember, that of all the Force in the World, the 
moſt powerful is the Sweetneſs, and Humility of a 
Wife; there is no l capable of reſiſting theſe 
two Virtues, nor any Obſtinacy impenetrable to them. 

Submiſſion and Obedience are the only Means for 
the Ladies to reign abſolutely in their Families, and 
to ſeize that Empire, which their Husbands are in 
Poſſeſſion of, by the Law of Nature. 

'Tis the Gentleneſs and Modeſty of the Wife, that 
put both Sexes upon a Level, and divide the Go- 
vernment of the Family equally. GoD never prima- 
rily intended that Authority ſhould be exerciſed by 
one of them alone; but it was his Pleaſure, that the 
Man ſhould receive that freely from the hand of Na- 
ture, which the Woman was 0 merit by her Con- 
deſcenfion. That Wife, who endeayours to be ſa- 
tisfied with whatever her Husband defires and com- 
mands, will ſoon put it out of his Inclination, or 
Power, to deſire, or command anything, but what 
ſhe. ſhall approve. A- 
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Amongſt the Truths not uſually taken notice of, 
this is very remarkable; that the Perſon of the Man 
was not preferred to that of the Woman, til after 
the Fall; before that Misfortune happened, the two 
Sexes were perfectly equal; and during their State 
of Innocence, their Life, according to the Intention 
of the Creator, was a glorious Repreſentation of the 
Bleſſed Trinity. 

And indeed, one of the moſt incomprehenſible 
Things in this Myſtery, is the Perſonality of the 
Father, and the Son, infinitely equal in Greatneſs 
and Perfection, as in Sovereignty of Power, and mu- 
tual Independence; tho one be the Principle of the 
other: and this if we believe the Fathers, comes to 
paſs, from their being united by infinite Love, co- 
æval with their Being. Love, infinitely oppoſite to 
Dependance. and Subjection, between Perſons infi- 
nitely loving each other. 

Now, if in our Family Concerns here below, the 
Husband could defire Nothing, or the Wife do No- 
thing, but out of a Principle of Love; tho the Man 
were the Head of the Woman, yet would their juſt, 
and ancient Equality be eſtabliſhed, as in their firſt 
Eſtate; and there would be no Precedence, or Ma- 
ſterſnip between them; no Commands given out, or 
Obedience paid; but all their Actions would be mi- 
raculoufly influenced, by all- powerful Love: and of 
all Things here below, Nothing could be found, that 
would more lively repreſent the Joys of our future 
State, and the Happineſs of Eternity, than two Per- 
ſons ſpending their Days, after this peaceable and 

agreeable Manner. 1 
M A- 


—_ unc fia. 


MAXIM 1v. 


Humble not at the Beauty of a Woman, and de 
fire her not for Plaine Laer: 25 2 . 


ParaPHRASE. 


In your Choice of a Wife regard more her Man- 
ners, and her Virtue, than her Beauty: and place not 
the whole Satisfaction of your Life in the beholding, 
and poſſeſſing an Image compounded of Duſt and 
Aſhes: remember that the Winds and the Weather 
continually ſport STR with the TY of 


your Affections. 


REFLECTION. | 


There is nothing more to be feared thaw a Wo- 
man that captivates at ſight: a fine Face, and a proud 
Soul. Her Beauty wares off, but her Haughtineſs 
remains. 

The Devil of pride often enters into your Idol, 
whilſt you are paying your Adorations, and cloath- 
ing it magnificently; neither will he be exorciſed, 
when you think fit, to withdraw your Worſhip, or 
leſſen your Expence. He will keep Pofleffion in ſpight 
of your Teeth; and make you know, tho' too = 
what you were timely enough advertiſed of; that a 
fine Image will coſt a great deal of Incenſe, a great 
deal of Solicitude, and a great many Tears. 
The worſt of it is; this Idol is furniſhed with a 
Tongue, an Underſtanding, and able to contrive and 
execute what ſhe knows. It is true, theſe Endow- 
ments 
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ments paſs all for miraculous; but they are ſuch Mi- 
racles as every one will be for exam ining. Lour 
Houſe will continually be filled with Admirers: and 
ſhe who lends a willing Ear, to the Praiſes of ſo ma- 
ny fine Perſons, will not be at leiſure to commend 
or value you; neither will ſne be at the Trouble, to 
_ herſelf agreeable to her Husband, when he is 
one 

Add to this, what the Wiſe Man has very well 
obſerved ; that great Riches are feldom found in 
Houſes, that are perpetually filled with Company, 
and abound in Equipage; but only in thoſe, where 
the Domeſtics are conſtantly employed in their pro- 
per Stations, and have no Opportunity for idle Talk. 

Heretofore, according to the Fable; every witty 
Saying, that eſcaped the Lips, coſt a Piece of Gold: 
And it is as true now, as in the Days of Solomon, 
that the Talk of the Lips tendeth only to Penury. 
Prov. 14. 23. 

A great Talker ſells Naught but Wind: Silver ne- 
ver grows where Women ſow not but Words; 
and what Theodoret ſaid of a Lady of his Acquain- 
tance, may be affirmed of ſeveral now adays, bal all 


| their Fortunes he in their Mouths. 


MAXIM V. 


Les thy Fountain be bleſſed, and er with the 


» Wife of thy Yourh. Prov. 5. 1 8. 


PARAPHRASE, | 
TraT Gop m ef bleſs your r and pre- 
vent the Source of your * from drying up 
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in your Family, look no farther for your Eaſe and 
Satisfaction than to the Wife who is fallen to your 
Share, and yon have choſen in your younger Days. 
Let her, and your Children be all your Delight; let 
her Converſution be the Chain of your Heart, and 
help you to diſcover daily new Graces, and new Beau- 
ties in a ker Mind. It ſhort, conform yourſelf to the 
Intentions of the Creator in his Inſtitution of Ma- 

_ be ſo 3 if poſſible, as to make Time 
encreaſe your Loves, which often proves ſo fatal an 
Enemy FA it in moſt other Families; and let it be 
your Endeavour to make it out · laſt the Days of your 
Life, and reach beyond the Grave. 


RxFLBCTION: 


That Conjugal Affection ſhould be laſting, tis not 


neceſſary that your Wife's Beauty ſhould be immor- 
; but it is neceſſary, that all that is immortal 
—.— her, ſhould be beautiful, and lovely. 

2 ſhe takes ns to 7 5 ber Mind; ; and rn 
can ring yourſeU to our View upon, 
mare. that, you'll never 5 tired with —1 another 
Company: . your Virtue , your Plea- 
ſure will be imm 


MA X 1M: vi. | 
of. Woman if ſbr maintznt her Hurhend, is ful 
of fee, Impudence, and much Nrproach. Ec. 
clus 25. 22. i in), i 
e oo, 
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is ever ſevere to her Husband. Tis impoſſible for 
her to have the Command over him, without turn- 
ing Tyrant; or to ſee him her Subject, without 
making him her Slave. 


REFLECTION. | 
The Wife that i is feared, is truly to be 8 | 
When once you tremble before Wag ſhe grows terri- 
ble; and the readier the Husband is to obey, and 
to pleaſe her, the more inſupportable and cruel hs 
grows. 
Be leaſed, with whatever ſhe is pleaſed; but ma- 
nage ſo prudently, that nothing may pleaſe her ſo 
much as her Duty. Maintain always that Autho- 
rity over her, that belongs to you; but with that 
Love and Tenderneſs, that ſne may be better pleaſed 
to 725 than you to command. 

77 65 find by long Experience, that it is not in 
your Power, to give her a right Direction, take care 
ſhe does not give you a wrong one, Withdraw your- 
ſelf from her as ſoon as you conveniently can: *tis 
better to leave her, than to follow her in Miſchief Y 

1 


but don't leave her, abruptly : for you cannot be ſai 
fairly to get rid of this domeſtic Misfortune, if yo 

0 , or make too much Noiſe at Part- 
MAXIM VIL.. 


There is a head above, [Vulgat, b ae 


den the ed of « 775 e thiry 6p 
- wrath 3 1 5 of Feng U [Val- 


gat * auaman.] clus ay. is. 
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Or the Heads of Animals, that of the Secpent is 
moſt dangerous, and hurtful: and of Reſentments, 
that of the Woman is the moſt formidable, as ſhe is 
the moſt ſubtil at d Treaſon and Methods 
of Deſtruction. 

You would have more Satisfaction i in dwelling With 
a Lion, and a Dragon, than to keep houſe with a 
wicked Woman. Ecelus 2 5.16. - One may provide 
againſt, or tame wild Beaſts; at leaſt one may find 
Means to eſcape them, and fave one-ſelf by Flight: 
but the Fury of an outragious Wife is inevitable; 


you can ſeldom either tame her, pacify ier, or fly 


from her. . 


REFLECTION. 

It is certain; among the Diſorders occafioned by 
Sin there is none ſo deplorable, and fatal, as thoſ: 
; hich ſometimes appear in Women: Iwas the De- 
12 my. God Almighty, that the Female Face, Voice, 

mper and Mind, fn. ſhould be all Sweetneſs; that the 
Man ſhould. excel in Strength and Wiſdom; and that 
theſe Qualities joined together e ee the 
r of Society. 

t Sin has — * d his Defign "> Gur Nature 
is corrupted, and has produced Wang Diſorders in 
the Generality'vf Woman Kind. 

The Spleen, Vapours, the Weakneſs of Imagina- 
tion; ; and in ſhort, the Darkneſs of the Underſtand 
ing, .occafion Sorrow, enough to all who too eagerly 
admire then, as well as Humberleſs enn 
ns they are ne ways concerned. 15 
oo. * ey 


r T to 
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They are generally governed by light wandering, 
and warm Repreſentations of Things, which keep 
them perpetually reſtleſs within. Their delicate and 
tender Fancies follow that Direction; their haughty 
and darkned Underſtandings approve of their Miſ- 
takes, and vindicate them: the Woman believes that 
all that ariſes in her Fancy, tho againſt her Will, 1s 
right and commendable. 

It ſeems to me, that in all this, there 18 forme Re- 
mains of the Venom of the Old Serpent; or ſome 
kind of Witchcraft. What we call Caprice,Opiniona- 
tiveneſs, Diſtraction, is very often the Devil that 
enters into their Heads, who without depriving them 
totally of their Liberty and Judgement, makes them 


guilty; of thoſe ſurprizang, AFRO, we 1 ee, 
ait Ins 
MA in 4 1 TY 


Her „ lola ſhall fit among his Neig "EN and 
| when he bearetb it, ſon hah but lyk 22 


25. 18. W107 107 ih93 aff 391 md; 
% tied vd nf on lar; 1115; 2100094 10 Dot 
" PARAPHRASE. 0 10 0 
H E unfortunate Husband, whom ſhe is conti- 
nually tormenting, has n other Redreſs for his Mi- 
ſery, than Complaints; zud an the Conſolation he 
meets with, from the de tells his Tale to, is ſel- 
dom more than the*Beehv: of 4 few Sighs. 


RA E 1 


It is by no means 88 to make publick 


Complaints, of Family Diſorders. Tis a Misfor- 
tune, 


1 
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tune, that cannot be diſcovered without Pain, even 
to proper Phyſicians. The Sufferers have as much 
| Occaſion of Fluſhing as the Delinquents. Suppoſing 
the Wife be a Scold, or a Libertine in her Practice; 
yet the Husband injuries himſelf, when he accuſes 
her. It is as much his Intereſt to conceal her Fail. 

ings, as to get her cured of tem 
le has need of all his Fortitude and Prudence. 
The Point 1 is. effectually to cure the Evil, without 

making ch e Patient ey o Ht. 
Mae a good Choice, before you bates your Spouſe 
to Church. When you have ber ſure, neither adore, 
or neglect her. ** 

Take great Care not to proyoke her, or indiſcreet. 
ly to rat peed Anger, by utyaſt and outragious Se- 
verities; neither make her pro oud, by too much Com- 
plaiſance, or ill med ene Love her perfect. 

but diſcoyer not our Affection at once; at 
Leaſt keep Your Vo Weakneſſes es. out of Si ght. 'Your Duty 
and your Happineſs conſiſt in an ed her with Wiſ⸗ 
dom; but let me tell you, you will ſcarce ever attain 
your End, or become amiable to Fr, by being over 
Indulgent, N 
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ele 211: | 7 | | 
Our Behaviour towards our CHILDREN. 


MAXIM LI 
For I was my Father's Son, tender and only be- 
loved in the Sight of my. Mother. He taught 
me alſo, and ſaid unto me; Let thine Heart 
retain my Words: Get Wiſdom. Prov 4. 3, 


n ae 7 
eee eren 7% 
O CE I was young, ſays Solomon, and a little 
Child, dearly beloved by my Father and tu- 
tour d by my Mother, who made much of me, and 
al kept. me in her Eye, that I might receive 
her Inſtructions, as well as grow ſenſible of her Kind- 
neſſes. J loft no Time, no, not whilſt at Play: for 
when 1 did ſo, and took the Diverſions proper for 
my Age, the took Care to keep my Mind attentive, 


09 ny Heart always. apen fo hear whay he Tad fo 
. 105 5 15 
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ſay, and ſhe was never at a Loſs, to give good Ad- 
vice. Her ordinary Difcourſe wass; 

My Son, love Wiſdom and Virtue more than all 
this World tan give: for all Things elſe, are but Va- 
nity. What ever makes you a good Man, 1s only 
valuable: what Gop eſteems in you, is true Great: 
neſs. Obſerve his Laws, and be obedient to his Will, 
Never forget what you have ben taught, concern- 
ing the Happinefs of being in his Favour: never let 
go this Hold; whatever Hardſhips you may ſuffer, 
you need fear nothing; his Providence will protect 
you, ſo long as you ſubmit to his Direction. 


REFLECTION. 


Wiſdom has great Ends to ſerve in Things of ſeem- 

ingly ſmall Conſequence : She ſhows. a ſublime and 
yy Politique, in the Management of a Child, 
from the Cradle. An Inſtance of which we have in 
the extraordinary Example e to our —_ 
Confideration. 

Love your Child affectionately, uſe him kindly 
upon all Occaſions, without however, ſpoiling the 
Tenderneſs of his Age, or tarniſhing the Clearneſs of 
his Innocence, or Simplicity; keep him in your Pre- 
ſence, but without Conftraint; let him ſtand in awe 
of you, and do his Duty, without depriving him of 
his Liberty: : inſpire him with an Inclination to Good- 
neſs; and let his Bent be that way, without extinguiſh 
ns his Spirit, or doing Violence to his natural Tem- 


> Manage to, that he may Faarve his Reſpect 
during your Familiarities, 220 his Love under your 
Cor- 


+ 
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Corrections; and let him not looſe too much Time 
at his Diverſions: let him always learn ſomething 
that may aſſiſt him to become wiſer; and read a 
Lecture of Piety, and Prudence to him upon every 
Accident and Occurrence in Life; let the Compa- 
ny of his Parents be always delightful to him, and 
tho he be not ſuffered to commit a Fault ?mpure be- 
fore them, yet never let him think himſelf ſo eaſy 
r ERS, 
Make him ſenſible that your Reproofs proceed 
from Kindneſs; let his Mother appear as amiable in 
his Eyes, when ſhe blames and chides him, as when 
ſhe fondles and careſſes him. Let all Correction 
carry the Tokens of a real Affection; and let him 
think himſelf as obliged to you for it, as for Rewards 
and Gratifi cation I 
Aceuſtom him to account the little Diſcontents 
of his Mother, as his greateſt Misfortune; and to 
dread no Puniſhment ſo much as her Silence, or the 
Dejectedneſs of her Looks. Io bis 169341 
Let him ſuck the Sweets of Devotion in with his 
Milk; and impreſs eanly upon his Soul this Maxim 
that there is no greater Felicity upon Earth, than 
to live up to the Laws of Reaſon and Jaſtice; let 
the ſame Thing be often repeated to him, in diffe- 
rent Forms, aud with ſo much Addreſs, that he be 
never tired with hearing of it; chuſe the propereſt 
Iime to infinuate good Advice, when he is at play, 
and his Heart is overcome with your Kindneſs; that 
ſo your Words may enter with the greater Eaſe, 
and he may perceive the greateſt Pleaſure in being 
taught, what is his Duty to learn. 3 1 
= * | x 
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H that loves His Son, never fails giving him In- 
0 pro = 8595 his Years. bi regulates all the 
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no01J397100 Its „ pros x. Us 2: 
Begin to ſet about the Inſtruction of your f Chil 
dren, the firſt Moment they are capable of attend- 
o it; and remember, that Education ſhould im- 
sdhc Gollow their Birth, finte Corruption, and 
© Tendetey to Ri cane into the World with them 
Bea Child never ſo little, he is furniſhed with a 
ſpiritual and immortal Soul; and it would be ſcanda- 
ods, to let him Hive; 3s do the Beaſts: 'twill be too 
late th talk? wien Nin about his Putyß if you tariy 
vill Reaſon is fully awake in hn. 
Whilſt Nature is Toft and pliant in him, it ought 
tobe praiſed upon, and u right and faſting Tum 
ven wo his Häbits, and Affecriohs “ Your Child 
uld act Well before He knows What he does: he | 
wid his Duty 'outivFObediente and Ne- 
cefſity, before it becomes the. Choice of his Judge- J 
end without knowing what he is about, all 
his Attions ſhould be regulated by the ftrieſt Rules 
of Reaſon, and Homeſt y. 6; oj 
Child- 
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- Childhood has, it's Perfectiona, and Virtues; . 
care that. your Son be furniſhed: with t Ct 
as ever Nature puts him upon t Fr fon 
teach him to talk and will, as he .qught-;., and; Ma; 
nage ſo well, that nothing that he does, MAY habt 
the Complerion, or — — of a Pres, Me 
That Child 2 48 00 whole 
ient wor: ore. his 


Paſſions are ſubdued, - 
2 1 5 Sian it- 


Reaſon dawns; for 

ſelf, it has then nothing left Lon 
by'# 
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dex the Direction of forgeign Maſters. This was not 
the -_y Intention of Nature.” She gave Milk 
and Tenderneſs to the Mother; and Underſtanding 
and Prudence to the Father; with a Defign to ren- 
_ the Fruitfiſlneſs their Bed compleat, and to 
them Pfrents of a Sen 'who ſhould be entirely 

5 en a hi i 8 to be only obliged to their 

and Care, for his and Education. 

1 "ors Mother 6 ſufters 1 t her Child to quit her 
„, til it Comes to the Uſe of Reafön; and the 
5 who Leaves Him not at Liberty to go into 
promiſcuous Company, till he knows how to go- 
vern himſelf, and has contracted the Habit of act- 
ing with Judgement, and npon Principles of Honour, 


are;the only. enden aden ny the true Plez- 


ſures, of Parental A ie and no one is perfect. 
If happy 1 in a Son, but he "that has contributed to 


his Education and Furtherance in Virtue, as well as 


been the Eu m of 3 751 

If your beiden iny Body y beſides = 
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PARAPH RAS E. 


HE that carefully educates his Son, does a pub- 
lick, as well as a private Benefit. He may boaſt 
among his Neighbours, and Relations, that by be- 
ing a kind Father he has been a good Friend to them, 
and left an affectionate Heir and Succeſſor behind 
him, who will preſerve the Friendſhip alive he al- 
ways had for them, and add to the good Example 
he ſet them. 


REFLECTION. 


That Man cannot be very rich, who has nothing 
to leave his Children: and he muſt be as Bankrupt 
of Virtue, who has no Ats of that kind, and is not 
able to leave the Fame of one good Action behind 
him, for their Imitation. 

If we ſeek for Immortality, and are touched with. 
the commendable Defire of acquiring it; contrive, 
that all thoſe excellent and valuable Things that you. 
enjoy, may continue after your Death, and that they 
may be placed and found in their proper Receptacles 
of Glory, and Immortality; your Soul in Heaven; 
your Virtue in the Hearts of your Children; your 
Fame and Reputation in the Memory of your Friends; 
your Money in the Treaſury of Gop, and in the 
Hands of the Poor. 

But take notice, your Virtue cannot be given away 
as your other Effects are, by ſaying, I Bequcath; 
Tis doing nothing in this Affair, your declaring by the 
Hands of an Attorney, when you come to die; In- 


gion, 


primis; I give, and bequeath to my Son, a 3 
; 
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ligion, and Wiſdom. Your Son will not be a jot bet- 
ter for ſuch a Legacy. If you really intend he ſhould 
be furniſhed with either, you muſt put him in Poſ- 
ſeſſion of them in your Li e-time; and ſet ſuch good 
Examples before his Eyes, from whence he may 
learn the Defireablenels of ſuch a Poſſeſſion, and 
know how to prefer it, to all the © pats Riches 
in the World. : 


MAXIM V. 


An Horſe not broken becometh e and a 


_ Child left to Pomſet, will be Wr N 


30.8. | 
| Bula pd en, 


An Horſen not looked after,or broke in good Time, 
becomes unmanageable; and a Child left to his own 
Liberty, without Reproof or Correftion, goons in. 
eee. ih te lf 


RBFLECTION: 


Don t wait till your Son commit great Faults be⸗ 
fore you correct, or reprove him. Wickedneſs en- 
creaſes with Age, and it ſoon reaches the Height 
and Period, which render Chaſtiſement not only ohh 
Teſs, but dangerous. Stay not till his Wanderings 
at his Prayers become Sacrilege, and his little Be. 
ſentments Madneſs; or till he machinates Treaſon, 
and Parricide. Puniſh him, whilſt it may be done 
without Difgracing him, and whilſt you have any 
Hopes of profiting him by your 2 and take 
great Care, that he ſubjects himſelf — to Public: 

e 
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Reprehenfion, or — 4 liable to capital Puniſh- 
ment; and ſo the Death of your Child, the Loſs of 
your Honour, the Ruin of your Family, and the 


Reproach of your Poſterity be the unhappy Conſe- 
quences. 


MAXIM VL 


Ccker thy Child, and he will make thee afraid: 
play with him and he wil bring thee to Hea- 
vineſs, Ecclus 30. 9. 


PARAPHRAS E. 


Ir you are always careſſing and kiſſing your Son, 
and continue to give him Milk, when he is fifteen 
or fixteen Years old, you muſt expect to be repaid 
with Gall and Wormwood; and be obliged to fear 
him, in Proportion to the Love you have ſhewn. 

If you always play with him, you'l be a confider- 
able Looſer at the Game. Your Familiarity will be 
recompenſed with Diſdain, which wall ſtat you to 
the Heart. 


REFLECTION. 


Children arrive at an Age, in which they muſt 
no longer be fed with Milk or treated with Fond- 
neſs, Smiles, or Familiari 

You ought always to love your Son, but there is 
a Time, in which, he ſhould be left to gueſs that you 
do ſo; you muſt not be continually telling him thus 
much. is your Reſerve and Silence that muſt do 
all; let that correct him, when he does amiſs, and 
commend him when he does well. | ef 

ei- 
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Neither be ſparing in your Praiſes, or Reproofs; 
but diſpence them ſo, if it be poſlible, that he may 


be ſenfible of them in your Looks. 

When he has committed a Fault,let your Preſence, 
and Sorrowfulneſs, be his only Puniſhment. When 
he has done well, let him be highly pleaſed to ſee 
you cheerful, and take that for his Reward. Ap- 
prove what he has done; but let your Approbation, 
if poſlible, be ſilent; at leaſt, let your Words be 
few. and the Declaration you make of your Opinion 
of his Conduct, be little better than Silence. 


MAXIM VI 


Lavg h not with him, leaft thou have Sorrow With 
1 and leaft thou gnaſh thy Teeth i in the end. 
Feel us 30. 10. 


PIA 


Laven not with your Child, if you have no Mind 
to weep. If you have not conſtantly the pruning 
Knife in you Hand, to dreſs the Branches of this 
Tree, and to retrench its Superfluities, you'l be able 
to gather nothing but ſower Fruit, which will ſet 
your Teeth on edge, and cauſe many diſagreeable 
Senſations in your latter Days. 


REFLECTIO R. 


Three Things will neceſſarily make you looſe the 

Authority over your Son; Laughing with him, and 
being too familiar: Bearing and Difſembling his 

F aults; ; and laſtly, Giving a Sad Example, — Ex- 


poſing 
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poſing your own Weakneſſes and Paſſions daily be- 
fore his Eyes. 

Theſe are the three Indiſcretions that deſtroy Re- 
ſpect, and will make him deſpiſe you. Shun them care- 
fully: for when once you perceive your Authority 
gone, you may depend upon it, your Son is loft. In 
a Word, be not too fond of him: and take great 
Care, with Reſpect to all your Children, not to fol- 
low the ſad Example of ſo many Fathers, who make 
them Fools, by a bad Education; and afterwards 
Jud ges and Magiſtrates by Dint of Money, and In- 
tereſt. : 


MAXIM VII. 


Bow down his Neck while he is young, --- leaft 
he wax ſtubborn, and be diſobedient to thee. 
Ecclus 30. 12. 


PARAPHRASE. 

Bow down his Neck in his Youth, ſubdue his 
Pride, and make his rebellious Spirit ſtoop to Duty 
and Obedience, with all the Force you are Maſter of. 
Never fail to correct him when there is Occaſion, - 
for fear he ſhould grow hardned in Wickedneſs, and 
his ſtubborn Temper become inflexible : otherwiſe, 
you will have the Shame and Mortification to ſee 
him ruined and undone, and bitterly reproach your- 
{elf for your Negligence in his Education. 


JUL: Rnvinertomt © 5050 
However, in diſciplining him, ſtand clear of An- 

ger. Correction does Wonders in the ſubduing —_ 
Y x- 
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Extravagances of the wildeſt and moſt incorrigi- 
ble Youth; but Paſſion diſpenſed 1 in this excellent 
Remedy becomes Poiſon. If you gre, your Son this 


Mixture, you'l deſtroy inſtead of curing him: and 
prove a Murderer inſtead of a can = 

Learn to be ſevere and formidable, without looſ- 
ing your Temper; to be firm and inflexible, with- 
out being unreaſonable; to be juſt and reſolute, with- 
out being violent; know how to {ſupport the Speech 
and Mein of an aweful Judge, without loofing the 
Bowels of a tender Parent. 


MAXIM IX. 


Give not thy Sin and Wife, thy Brother and 
Friend, Power over thee whilft thou liveſt, 

and give not thy Goods to another, leaft it re- 
bent Thee. Ecclus 33. 19. 


PHRAPHRASE and REFLECTION. 


Wait sT you breathe, never ſubmit to the Di- 
rection of thoſe, you ought to have the Management 
of; let them be Wife, Children, or Friends. Always 
ſupport the Authority Gop has beſtowed upon you, 
and neyer part with the Power of conveying your 
Property to any Body, be they who they will; for 
fear you fall into Contempt, inſtead of findin Com 
fort and Support, and you make thoſe very Perſons 
ungrateful and cruel, whom you thought, b a 
Liberality, to have made kind, and lacing 

When you have parted with all to your _— — 

. they ' believe they owe you — 


4 
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and when they perceive your Hands are empty, your 
Company will grow odious and inſupportable to them. 
Let no Intreaty or Remonſtrance oblige you to de- 
part from this Reſolution: for tis better your Child- 
ren ſhould depend upon your Goodneſs, than you 
upon their Juſtice and Gratitude. Let them always 
ſtand in Need of you, and expect ſomething in Re- 
verſion; but don't you ſhew any Want of them, if 
you expect they ſhould reverence you. Let them 
ſee your Hands in your Life Time; but keep them 
cloſe, and part with nothing of your neceſſary Sub- 
fiſtence, till Death makes the Separation. 
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Behaviour towards our SERVANTS | 
MAXIM LI 


A Yoke and a Collar do bow the Neck: fo are 
Tortures, and Torments for an evil Servant. 


Ecclus 3 3. 26. 


PARAPHRASE. 

A HEAVY Yoke weighs down a haughty and 
ſtiff Neck; and conſtant Work makes an obe- 
dient Servant, and inclines him to do his Duty. 

Never let your Servant be unemployed, for Idle- 
neſs, is a Miſtreſs in the School of Wickedneſs. Tis 
ſhe who afſumes the Chair in all Families, and pre- 
tends to inſtruct thoſe that have nothing to do, in 
the Secrets of them. | 

If you find Buſineſs for your Servant, you may 
take your Eaſe, but if you indulge him, you'l have 
Trouble enough. When he is idle, he is — 
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Miſchief; the more Liberty he has, the greater 
propenſity he will have to Lewdneſs and Debauche- 
ry. 1f thou ſet thy Servant to Labour, 1 1 have 
reſt, but if thou let him go idle, he ſball ſeeł Liber- 
Send him 10 Labour that he be'not idle, for 
le fs reacherh much Evil. Ecclus 33-2 Ly, 27. 


ie 


Never ts any one into-your Service, if you have 
not Buſineſs ſufficient to employ him every Hour in 
the Day. One Quarter of an Hours Idleneſs added 
to another, will ſoon be able to perſwade your Ser- 
vant that he neither can, or ought to do Anything; 
and convince you, that the Mafter who maintains 
an idle Fellow, 1s very likely to od his Bread to a 
Villan and a Tn, | 


MAXIM "Bn. 


Bread, Correflion, and Mort are jm a a Servant. 
Ecclus A on bog now ee 


C3» 6 a 


PARAPHRAS E. 


THERE are Three Things your Servant * ne- 
ver to want; Food, Buſt: neſs, and ene: 


REFLECTION. 


Food. becauſe it 1s his Due; Buſine 2 becauſe he 
was born to it; and correction, beca e it is for your 
Intereſt. F 

Without Corre&ion, he will wage amend his 
Faults; without Work; he will commit new and 

* greater; 
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reater; without Food, he will conclude he may do 
o, and that he has a Licence to pilfe. 
In a word; if thro' rows Careleſneſs you omit 
giving ſerious Advice, an 
verities; if thro your Negligence, your Servants 
have nothing to do; if thro your Covetouſneſs, they 
are not well paid nor fed; you may depend upon it, 
all who remain under your Roof, are ſo many wicked, 
abandoned, thieving Wretches. 


If he be not obedient, put on more heavy Fetters, 


But without Diſcretion do nothing. Ecclus 


; al, ad ee 


PARAPHR AS E. 


Wk your Servant refuſes to obey, puniſh him; 
but do it not in a Paſſion, or without Diſcretion. The 
Extravagances of Anger will never reform him, but 
they may hurt you, and make you more blameable 
than he was. 
| REFLECTION.. _ 

When once your Servant grows incorrigible, diſ- 
miſs him; and affure yourſelf, it is better to part with 
him a Month ſooner than you intended, than to em- 
ploy. him all that Time to your own Diſturbance, 
and at the Expence of your Eaſe, and Satisfaction. 
But if you think Correction proper, and have Hopes 
of his Amendment thereby, you muſt diſtinguiſh be- 
tween the Faults that proceed from en, ane 

ee — 


exerciſing wholſome Se- 
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Stubborneſs, and thoſe of Ignorance; and manage 
as diſcreetly and juſtly as you can between them. 
The moſt excellent Means to be well ſerved, and 
reſpe&ed in your Family, 1s to ſpeak little, and to 
appear always with an Air of Gravity before your 
Domeſtics. Know all that they do, but hinder them 
from diving into what you think, or intend. Their 
Reſpect for you will riſe, in Proportion to your Mo- 
deration, and Reſerve towards them. Idols were 
worſhipped heretofore, becauſe they were Reſem- 
blances of Men, that had their Eyes open, and their 
He who ſees all that is done in his Houſe, with- 
out ſpeaking a Word, is reſpected as a God; his Do- 
meſtics tremble, without hearing his Threats; and 
the very Fear that; he ſhould ſpeak, keeps all Things, 
and Perſons, in Order, and due Decorum. 


5 MAXIM IV. ale 

If thou have a faithful Servant, let him be un- 

to thee as thy ſelf; -— and intreat him as. a 
Brother, Ecclus 33. 30,31. 


PARAPHRAS E. 


Wnkx you have an humble, able, and faithful 
Servant, value him, as you do your Life: treat him 
as your Friend, and Brother. Remember, that ſuch 
an one is a great Curioſity, and that you cannot pay 
too dear for him; but reflect at the ſame Time; that 
Divine Wiſdom, which orders the different Ranks 
and Conditions of Life, has put him into your Hands, 

and 


* „ - 
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and that it is an Inſtance of his Providence, and Love 
to you. | IH 


(REFLECTION. 


Fear not to grow familiar with a prudent Servant, 
who is heartily inclined to do his Duty: only take 
care, that he do not uſe himſelf to preſume upon, 
but to inquire, ' what your Intentions and Pleaſure 
are, upon every Occaſion ? | | 

Fruſt to his Management, all the Concerns and 
Buſineſs of your Familv. But if you would have this 
Confidence prove ſucceſsful, you ought, at leaſt ſome- 
times, to take the Trouble yourſelf of inſpecting, and 
knowing what paſſes. | 
See what he does, not out of a Suſpicion of his 
Honeſty, but to hinder him from forgetting-what 
he is. If you don't ſometimes remind him of his 
Condition, he wall infallibly forget it; and the Ta- 
bles will be ſo far turned, as you will be forced to 
obey. It is an eaſy Matter, to make a good Servant 
ww _SS_wETT TT 
And tho' he ſhould ſuperintend prudently, and go- 
vern your Affairs with Succeſs, yet would it be ſcan- 
dalous in you, to be a Servant in your own Houle. 
Lou cannot be depriyed of a greater Privilege, than 
the Direction of your on Coneerns. And he is but 
a poor Proficient in Law, or Policy, who rewards 
the long Services of his Valet, by becoming a Ser- 
vant himſelf, and fearing in his fun 
Let him have the Direction of your Affairs, fince 
he is 3 but know, you muſt not communi- 
cate t 


is Power, in as abfolute a Manner as a Pa- 
rent 


The Coinſels of M 


177 
rent does Life, but as the Sun diſpences Light; which 


is indeed without Intermiſſion, but yet ſtill keeping 

the Perſon, in a continual ndance. ” 
A Servant to whom all 1s entruſted without 

Examination of what he er gr on N a1 

or be your Maſter.. 0 


MAXIM V. 


Whereas thy Servant worketh truly, intreat him, 
not evil, nor the Hireling that befloweth him- 
ſelf wholly for thee. Reit 7. 20. 


PARAPHRASE, 


Dox' r miſuſe a Servant that does all he can, and 
who affectionately wears himſelf out in your Service. 
You are unworthy, to live, if your ill Humours tor- 


ment thoſe that — you, and who breath _— to 
do You! kind Offices 4 att? 1 


* 


Nies 


Endeavour, that every one who liſts himſelf in 
your Service, may be pleas'd with it, faithful and 

appy whilſt ſo, and rich, if it is not his own Fault, 
when he leaves you. 

This is for your Honour: for 'tis one of the moſt | 
valuable Qualities of great Men, to be able to raiſe 
the Fortunes of thoſe, that ſerve them faithfully and 
affectionately. Don't you, like ſome others, grow 
mighty familiar and gracious with your Domeſtics, 
provided re be contented to remain N ere and 
wretched, iron 2U 

| 2 But 
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But after all, neglect not your: own Intereſt; and 
take ſpecial Care; that thoſe who advance themſelves 
and grow rich in yon Service, do it by your Liberali- 
ty, and their own davingneſs, and not "by purloining 
yout Property. Fb ut & ſcandalous to fee; what we 
too often do, wealthy Stewards, aud Bamrupt Ma- 


ſters. 
MAXIM VI. 


Labour nor ro be rich: ceaſe from thine own ni. 
bm. Prov. 24 44. "NP 
1 PARAPHRASE. 
Dor ſurfeit yburſelf with Buſineſs, nor ſacrifice 
your Health to yoν,Abh ecke. 
That Concern und Prudenee wicht makes you 816 
ſee Want at a Diſtance, are real Fooliſhneſs, if not 
kept within Bounds, and ate not as much employed 


in the Preſervation of your Innocence and Peace of 
Mind, as they are in the Increaſe of your Revenues 


ni Hotmail #flil KiB DAE OTLON: 

Vou are very ſolicitous, and take a den of 
Pains; to grow rich as foon as you can, that you may 
enjoy your Eaſe ſome Years hence. Prothes be 
wafer in your Management; and ſeize Satisfaction 
now, and diſcharge your Solicitude and Chagrin till 


. 


you grow old. 
Take no more daily Trouble and Care n you, 
5 is fuffictent to employ vou for four and twenty 
— 


Dont be — efhdagping wp vai Riches and 
þ earn 


The Counſels of Wiſdom. 179 


learn from the Experience of others, that to do ſo, 
is only to add Trouble to Trouble. To have too much 
Money in your Coffers, or too much Food in your 


Stomach, are two Inconvenyences equally dangerous. 
Eaſe and Satisfaction don't — with your Pro- 
perty. When you are above Want, and are Maſter 
of a Competency, the Pleaſure of Enjoyment is ar- 
rived to its higheſt Pitch: you may grow richer, but 
you will never be more content, er Ve more at Eaſe. 
Suppoſe yourſelf a great Lord, and conſtantly ſur- 
rounded with Abundance of Attendants, all the Ad- 
vantage you would have above thoſe of middling 
Circumſtances, would be to find yourſelf involved in 
more Trouble and Vexation than they; you would in- 
deed have more Furniture, greater Variety and Fop- 
pery of Habits, more Company at your Table, more 
N in your Houſe, and more Diſquietude in your 
ind. | 
You would not be able to purchaſe a ſecond Body 
with all the Millions you poſſeſſed: and fince you 
have but one, you will have no Occaſion for 2 
Houſes, or three Tables, much leſs, for Forty Ser- 
vants to attend you, n 3 
All the Labour and Uneafineſs you were at, would 
be only ſerviceable to.thoſe, whom you maintained; 
for it is a notorious Truth; that'thoſe who take moſt 
Pains to grow Rich, reap the leaſt Benefit of being 
ſo themſelves. W a | 
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| Behaviour towards our F RIENDS. 


MAX I M bee 
A fed Ben 2 a ſtrong Defence: and he 


that hath found ſuch an * hath Crd 2 


„ Ecclus 6. 14. 


| POO TOY 
A Suns Friend is a Guard againſt Danger, and 
a. Treaſure in Time of Need. He, who is ſo 
che Lal as to find ſuch an one, is not affected with 
By of human Affairs. 
2f190 10 158. Arne rie 


Preſerye this Treaſure carefully, and. 17 your ir Soul 
ſtill retains any Remembrance of its Divine Origi- 


nal, or the leaſt Ray of the Image of Gop, never 


live a Moment out af a State of Friendſhip. 


We 
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We need but breathe, to grow ſenſible of the Ne- 
ceſſity of Loving. For as our Souls are formed af- 
ter the Likeneſs of the Creator, it neceſſarily fol- 
lows, that they muſt have a Propenſity to commu- 
nicate themſelves; their very Subſtance being no- 
thing elſe but an immaterial and heavenly Flame, 
mounting towards Heaven, and aſpiring after Gop, 
continually ſeeking after other Hearts than their own, 
as Companions and Helpers to aſſiſt them in their E- 
levations, and to guide them more readily to the 
Attainment of the higheft Happineſs. 

Every Spirit 1s but the Half of another Spirit. Not 
that they were divided at their Formation, or that 
two Spirits are made out of one: but they were form- 
ed in ſuch a Manner and with ſo ſtrong a Sympathy, 
as inſpires a Deſire, and gives them a Power of unit- 
ing, and entering into ſuch ſtrict Communications, 
as to make out of two, but one Perſon. 

But before this Union is compleat, the Soul of 
Man meets with much Uneaſineſs, and is ſubject to 
grievous Derelictions, Sickneſs and Miſery, and that 
becauſe it is the Image of Gop; whoſe everlaſting 
Felicity conſiſts in the entire Unity, and Inſepera- 
bility of the Divine Perſons. | 

One of the Perfections of a wiſe Man, is to know, 
that moſt of the Miſeries of the human Soul are 
owing to internal Solitude; and that the only Re- 
medy of that Evil is true Friendſhip: For a faithful 
Friend is the Medicine of Life. Ecclus 6. 16. 


M A- 
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M A X 1 M II. 


Well is he that hath found a Friend, and he that 
pealeth in the Ears of him, that will hear. 
Le thy Friend and be faithful unto him. 
Ecclus 25. 9. and Chap. 27.17. 


 PARAPHRASE. 


'Trs a fortunate Adventure to find a good Friend, 
and to diſcover Ears either capable of hearing ad- 
vantageous Truths, or retaining Secrets of Conſe- 
quence. 

Love your Like; and ſatisfie your Soul in cloſing 
with him in an entire Confidence, without keeping 
any Thing in your Breaſt, as a Secret from him. 


REFLECTION. 


There are Three Things which our Minds are more 
particularly willing, and ready to communicate, con- 
fide, and depofite in the Breaſt of others; our Nuo 
ledge, our Secrets, and our Per ſons. 3 

When they communicate their Knowledge (that 
is to ſay) any Part of Learning obtain'd by Study, 
or the News they have heard from common Report, 
or the Light they have received into publick Affairs, 
or ſuch like Subjects: In ſhort, when they commu 
nicate their Thoughts upon indifferent Matters, and 
they do that with Delight, This is Familiarity. 

When they advance a Step further, and diſcover 
their ſecret Thoughts, Tig then Friend ſbip. When 
they go as far as they are able, and aim at _— 


1 1— n G 
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leſs than the Communication of themſelves, and a 
compleat Union of Hearts, as much as is conſiſtent 
3 and a _ of Grace, and = two Spi- 
rits form but one; This is properly an ci/el 
what 1s called Lobe. F NN R 

Benevolence is both the Conſequence of Love, and 
Friendſhip. We always defire the Good of the Ob- 
je& beloved. Our Happineſs is wraped up in that; 
and what belongs to the Perſon loving, belongs to his 
Friend. He that finds a faithful and fincere Friend, 
is poſſeſſed in the ſame Inſtant of all that his Friend 
ever was, or is Maſter of. Well is he that findeth a 
true Friend. 


MAXIM WI 


Nothing doth countervail a faithful Friend, and 
his Excellency is unvaluable. Ecclus 6. 15. 


PARAPHRASE. | 
THERE 1s nothing more valuable than a good 
Friend. In the Ballance of the Wiſe, he outwei 
all the Gold and Silver in the World. | 


REFLECTION. 


Friendſhip is excellently well ſpoke of in theſe our 
Days! But our Practice does by no means anſwer 
up to our Precepts. Our Age exceeds all that ever 
went before it, in Eloquence upon this Subject, and 
is mighty happy in Words, and Thoughts thereup- 
on. This beautiful Virtue never had more Admirers, 
nor were there ever more Treatiſes and Panygericks 
writ in Honour of it; Books, and EY the 

be ourt, 
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Court, and the Country are full of its Praiſes. Tis 
to be ſeen upon the Faces and Lips of every Body; 
in ſhort, tis every where, But in the Hearts of its 
Aadmarers. | | 

Friendſhip pleaſes, but Intereſt goyerns; and there 
is nothing touches us ſo ſlightly, or afflicts us leſs, 
than the Loſs of a good Friend. 


MAXIM IV. 
A faithful Friend is the Medicine of Life, and 
they that fear the Lord ſhall find him. Ec- 


clus 6. 16. 
PARAPHRASE. 


Our Body has Diſeaſes, which ſhorten this mortal 
Life: our Soul has Uneafinefles, which render its 
Immortality unhappy : a good Friend 1s the only Re- 
medy for both Inconveniences; but we muſt fear 
Gop, if we expect to find one. You may create 
abundance of Friendſhips, but have but one Confdart. 
Keep fair with all the World, but cloſe heartily with 
one onely. Let your Houſe, your Coffers, your Hands, 
and Ears be open to a Multitude of People, but let 
your Heart appear only to the Intimado you have 
choſen. et N | 

| REFLECTION. 


Your Heart was not made for an Encloſure : it 
can't deny itſelf without Blame and Infamy ; but its 
greateſt Reproach, and moſt ſhocking Injuſtice is, to 
5 à Tender of itſelf to ſeveral Perſons at the ſame 
ime. 


Nei- 
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Neither your Heart, or your Secrets are of any 
Value, when they become common. The Excellence 
of the human Heart is to wiſh the Good of All, but 
to be the Property of one Perſon. 

It ſhould haye ſomething of the Nature of the 
Sun, which obliges a whole World, and is the Ad- 
miration of Men, and Angels; but is poſſeſſed, and 
directed, by one ſingle Intelligence. 

In a Word, the Heart is well formed, when it re- 
ſembles a magnificent Garment, and can take for its 


Devi/e the following Sentence, Agreeable to all, pro- 
per bu 10 ONE. 


MAXIM V. 


If thou wouldeft get a Friend prove him firft, and 
be not haſty to credit him. Ecclus 6. 7. 


PARAPHRASE. 

Ir you would have an uſeful Friend, try him; and 
before you confide in him, experience his Fidelity. 
But carry this along with you, that Tume and Ad- 
verſity are the Touch - Stones to prove, whether he is 
Sterling, or not. | 


| REFLECTION. | 

It is certain, that the moſt perfect Friendſhips are 
kindled at Sight, and that great Minds grow acquaint- 
ed with one another in an Inſtant. <= 
But a wiſe Man tho' he puts no Check upon his 
firſt Inclinations, yet he does upon a prompt De- 
claration of his Friendſhip. e- gebe, e 
He is pleaſed to perceive the „ 

| Aa an 


l * 
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and the powerful tho ſweet Inducements that in- 
cline him to love the Perſon, he thinks worthy of 
his Affections. But before he determines finally, 
he interrogates his Reaſon, and acts as that directs; 
and his Reaſon asd A lang Day, before it conſents, 
and truſts to not hing ſhert of Experience. 
He that has not ſeen more than an annual Re- 
volution of the Sun, can't ſay he knows much; and 
he that has never been diſtreſs d, ought not peremp- 
torily to pronounce upon the Love: of his Neigh- 


L 8. NGN 


MAXIM VI. 


But ſome Man is a Friend for his own Occa- 


ion, and wil nas abide in the Day of thy Trou. 


„ 


ble. Ecclus 6. 8. 


Bar * chi 411% Þþ PARAPHRASE. b ' 
Fon there are Friends who; are only. ſo. in the 

Sunſhine of err but they hide themſelves at 

the Approach, of Winter; and know nothing of you, 


when they ſee you in Tears. 


BEELECTION: 
20 They ſeem to b N tha Friendſhip only con- 
ſiſts im pleaſing themielves withiyoun Converſation, 
and in laughing with you, When yeu are in high good 
Humour, and during the happy Days of Proſperity. 
But they ought to know, that by declaring them- 
ſelves Friends to any Perſon, they ablige themſelves 
to have no Money but fox his, Neceſſities; no Lei- 


ſure 


% (r 
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ſure when he wants their Aſſiſtance; nor Life nor 
Limb when he is in Danger; but what he may fair- 
ly command, and diſpoſe e750 


MAXIM VII. 


Again, ſome Friend 1s a Companian at the Table, 
and will not continue in the Day of thy Affliction. 
Ecclus 6. 10. 


PARAPHR ASE. 


Tukun are others who are ſpecial Friends whilſt 
they ſet at your Table: but anywhere elſe, they are 
out of their Element. They are full of Proteſtations 
of Friendſhip whilft they are entertained, and treat- 
ed at your Expence; but after the Feaſt is over, 
they forget all that they. faid; and generally ſpeak- 
ing, an open T able 1 is only a Nurſary for Cheats, and 
Ingrates. 


ol's | Anden 51 4 
Th they ſhew their Reſpect winkten 
if Rn Macon bY you to laugh aloud in your Cups, 
and provoke you to n with Boldneſs, bd Effronte- 
ry. Truſt none of this Sort of Men; for if you reck- 
on thoſe to be your Enemies, who employ their 
— and Arms againſt you; much more ought you 
nak theſe. 9 Marderers ſo, who tempt you 
eaſtly ſcandalous Practices to . as it 
us  Felo de ſe; as you certainly are, when j ſti- 
fleyour N Honour and Religion, ings 
only worth living fo. 1 
Fly from theft Wretches. And whatever Obliga- 
Aa 2 tions 
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tions you may have to keep ſuch Company, break 
thro' them all, and look upon them as Strangers or 
Traitors. Remember that as Death diſſolves all Mar-. 
riages, ſo does Wickedneſs all Sorts of Friendſhips. 

There are others ſo Humourſome and whimſical, 
who tho their Affection is difintereſted enough, yet 
take Offence without Reaſon; and only enter into 
Friendſhips to find Fault, and complain; and are 
perpetually ſeeking Occafions to teaſe and perſecute 
their Companions. 

Don't ſo much as condeſcend to make theſe Peo- 
ple a Vifit. Be conſtant in refuſing, and avoiding all 
ere or Familiarity with two Sorts of Per- 

ons. 
Ihe Libertins, who think themſelves ſo happy in 
the Poſſeſſion of you, and in diverting themſelves at 
your Expence, but who are always ready to betray 
you, and to ſell you for a Piece of Silver. 

And thoſe warm and exceptions Gentlemen who 
think you falſe and a Traitor, if you ſhew the leaſt 
Reſpect to any but themſelyes ; which gave Occa- 
ion for a wiſe Ancient to ſay, That there was no 
Hatred ſo * or . nN 10 be fee, as 
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crets in their Anger, who upon the leaſt Miſunder- 
ſtanding that happens, publiſh all they know of you; 
and ſo cruelly abuſe the Truſt and Confidence you 
once repoſed in them. 


 ReFLECTION. 


Tis true, theſe Sallies of their Reſentment are 
troubleſome enough, and may occaſion dangerous Ac- 
cidents : but remember, when once you have con- 
tracted a Friendſhip with any Body, you are not on- 
ly obliged to be touched with his Afflictions, but al- 
ſo to bear with his Infirmities; for tis but a ſmall 
Degree of Virtue to be able to ſuffer without Doors 
Dangers and Diſtreſs for him, and not have Temper 
enough to endure his Company, or Converſation 
within. 1221 

There is no Friend but who has his Defects, and 
Imperfections; and there is no Failing in your Friend, 
but what you ought to excuſe: but there is not one 
of them, that you ought to have been ignorant of, 
before you made Choice of him. 

Make therefore a proper Choice; and never en- 
ter into Friendſhip with any Man whoſe Faults, and 
Weaknefles are but ſo many Interyals of Hatred, and 
who in his Paſſion may prove a moſt dangerous E- 
nemy. 


MAXIM IX. 
A Friend will be as thy ſelf, and will be bold over 
thy Servants. Ibid. 


PARAPHRASE. 


WHEN you have found a ſteady Friend, look _ 
| m, 
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him as another ſelf. Let him enter into you with 
the ſame Freedom you enter into yourſelf. Let him 
order your Family and manage your Affairs with the 
ſame Openneſs he does his own. "Tis the Perfection 
of Friendſhip to live in two Hearts, and command in 
two Families. 


REFLECTION. 


What is ſaid of two Suns, if they were in the Fir- 
mament, that they would deſtroy one another, would 
not be true, if they were capable of loving each 
other. 

Two equal Powers are no ſuch incompatible Things, 
whilſt they keep a good Intelligence with one ano- 
ther; and all the Arguments that have been invent- 
ed for the Government of the Univerſe, in Favour 

of Unity, are no otherwiſe good, than upon a Sup- 
poſition, that Diſcord is an inſeperable Attendant 
upon two equal Sovereigns. 

But when Love is a Third Party, it proves, that 
the Number Three is neceflarily the happy ruling 
Number, both in Heaven and Earth. 


MAXIM X. 


Forſake not an old Friend, for the new is nut 
comparable to him. Ecclus 9.10. 


PARAPHRASE. 


ANEw Friend is never ſo valuable as an old one. 
Be not given to change: what you have already, 1 
certainly better, than what you have not. If the 

| Per- 
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Perſon you have loved a long Time, is leſs perfect, 
and leſs engaging than ſome others, he certainly is 
however more ſuitable and more agreeable to your 
Humour. 


REFLECTION. 


The Charms of Friendſhip ariſe not from high 
Birth, great Knowlege, or the Perfection of the 
Underſtanding, but from a Conformity of Hearts. 
You cannot be worfe clothed than with a rich and 
magnificent Habit, that 1s too EEE you; nor leſs 
affected, than by a Perſon not formed by Nature 
for your Acquaintance. 

Add to this; that there 1s no new Suit of Cloaths 
but what is ſomewhat troublefome at firſt to the 
Wearer: nor no new Acquaintance but what is un- 
eaſy, and gives Diſturbance to the Mind: Reſerve 
and Ceremony laft a long Time; and the Beginings 
of Friendſhip, are Things of mighty Conſequence. 

In ſhort, whoever withdraws his Affection from 
a firſt Friend, is altogether unworthy a ſecond; and 
whoever ſuffers a valuable and fincere Friendſhip to 
expire, will neyer have another that will be laſting. 


MAXIM XI. 
Do good to thy Friend before thou die. Ecclus 14. 
13. 
PAR APHRAS E. 


DEFPER not doing good to thy Friend till the 
Hour of Death. Love makes Companions, and not 
Heirs. A Legacy, and what you are forced — 1 

withal, 
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withal, can't be called a Preſent ; Love has nothing 
in Property. Life is the only Time to confer Bene- 
factions in. Tis Covetouſneſs and Conſtraint that 
bequeath Legacies, and give, when they can keep 
no longer. 


REFLECTION. 


| Reproach not when you do a good turn; and 
when you oblige a Friend, let your Words and Looks 
add a Graciouſneſs to your Actions. The Sower- 
neſs of the Giver, is ſhocking to him that receives, 
and changes the Gift into a Diſobligation. A De- 
nial may often be excuſed, for Want of Abili- 
ties: but a ſullen and moroſe Complyance cannot 
but be very diſguſting; becauſe it can proceed from 
nothing but Covetouſneſs, and Want of Affection. 

Whenever tis in your Power to do Service to 
your Friends, theſe Things ſhould be always open 
to them; your Purſe, your Countenance, and your 
Heart. ; 

He gives twice, who gives readily; and he gives 
a hundred Times, that does it in a genteel Manner. 

Again; let it be never ſaid of you, that you or- 
dered your Friend to come to morrow, and you would 
ſerve him: A Favour deferred, 1s no better than a 
Refuſal; and you give but by Halves, when you give 
not as ſoon as you can. 

This Puz-9ff looks like gaining of Time, to find an 
Excuſe for doing of Nothing; at leaſt you demon- 
rate, your Favours are done with Reluctance. Now 
Joy is prompt; and whatever pleaſes, is ſoon put in 

xecution. 
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FM MAXIM XII. 
Change not a Friend for any Good by no Means. 
Ecclus 7.18. OY 


PARAPHRASE. 


Don't trouble your Friend if he is ſomewhat 
tardy in paying what he owes you. 'Tis better to 
have your Money long in coming, than to looſe ſo 
dear a Relation too ſuddenly. Your Money 1s well 
employed when it is lent out of Affection; but you 
looſe more than it is worth, when you looſe your 


Friend by demanding it unſeaſonably. 
5 REFLECTION. 

If you are neceſſitated to ask Payment, conclude 
your Debtor is more ſo, to find means to comply 
with your Deſire; and be aſſured, tis much more 
grievous to an honeſt Mind, to be in Debt, than to 
want Money for his own Uſe. Reſt ſatisfyed that 
he is diſtreſſed and uneaſy, but cover him not with 
Confuſion, by ſpeaking to him of the Matter. 
They who have the leaſt Spark of Friendſhip are 
apt to bluſh; when they remind their 'Acquaintance 
of what they owe. But you that have a great deal 
of Generofity and good Nature, be very uneaſy when 
the Thought of it ariſes in your own Breaſt. 

Tis not Generoſity enough to be able to forbear 
ſpeaking about it, we ſhould endeavour entirely to 
forget it. 1 Naar 
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MAXIM XIII. 
Loſe thy Money for thy Brother and thy Friend ; 
and let it not ruſt under a Stone to be loſt. Ec. 
clus 29. 10. 


PARAPHRASE. 

VRN TU RE your Money by lending it to a Friend, 
or a Brother, and conclude it better diſpoſed of and 
ſafer in their Hands, than N Did in an Heap, and ſe- 
cured derwen Walls. 


f REFLECTION. 

Vou ought to believe your Money loſt, when once 
it ceaſes to be uſeful to your Friends. When they 
come to ask a Favour at your Hands, be ready to 
meet them half way: and fear no other Danger fo 
much, as too long Deliberation; Be not concerned 
at any Thing 0 mn much. as not having prevented their 
Requeſts, or not being ſo happy, as to have ima- 
Sised, they might have ſteod in need of you. 

Upon theſe Occaſions, think of that Hero in An- 
tiquity, 1 being told by his Treaſurer that he had 
nothing left, and that he had ex hauſted his Subſtance 
by his Liberalities; made this generous R to 
um; Nou axe out Sir! For what — have given, Ihave: 
and I am nic her than ever, /ince my Eſtate is in the 
n of * Friends. Hoe babes, ; udenmque de 
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ſhall never find Friends to his Mind. Ecclus 
27. 16. 
PARAPHRASE. 
Jo diſcoyer the Secrets of one Friend, is the Way 
to loſe a great many. A perfidious Man is every Bo- 


dy's Averſion; nay they who draw the Secret from 
him, will be the firſt to dread, and hate him. 


REFLECTION. 

It is in Friendſhip, as in Affairs of State; the leaſt 
Indiſcretion and Slipperineſs of the Ton e, are 
Crimes not to be forgiven. The Secret of both is 
ſo ſacred, that there is no Pardon for Errors of Com- 
miſſion, nor Pardon for Penitents. Faults of this 
kind are puniſhed in the moſt terrible and dreadful 
Manner imaginable, to Perſons who are not loſt to 
all Senſe of Honour, and Conſcience. For no Man 
has ever an Opportunity given him of a Relapſe. 


MAXIM XV. 

If thou haft opened thy Mouth againſt thy Friend 
fear not, for there may be a Reconciliation. 
Ecclus 22. 22. 


PARAPHRASE. 

Ir it happens, that being out of Humour, you 
ſhould ſpeak opprobriouſly and inconfiderately to 
your Friend, but with no ill Intention, be not con- 
cerned; for you may come to a good Underſtanding 


again 
Nay, if during a ſudden Guſt of Paſſion, you ſhould 
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draw your Sword upon him, deſpair not of re-eſta- 
bliſhing your Friendſhip. One Man is apt enough 
to forgive the Faults of another, when he finds they 
are undefigned, and only the Effects of a warm Tem- 

er. A Tear or a Sigh is ſufficient ſometimes, to make 
us forget a bloody Quarrel. 

That which is dangerous, and itiukep Reſentment 
lafting,4 is the upbraiding a Friend with ſome Family 
Misfortune; or reproaching him with Services done, 
and Fayours received; or when you treat him con- 
temptuouſly, and haughtily y, or publiſh his Secrets, 
and betray any Truſt repoſed in you: all theſe Things 
will drive him to the greateſt Diſtance from you: if 
he ſhould be brought to bear the Sight of you, you'l 
= find the Way to his Heart again, or be ad- 

itted into his Confidence. 


RxFLBoTION. 


15 ſhort, deſpiſe 1 not your Friend, for Contempt 
gives a mortal Stab to Friendſhip, and i 1s the moſt 
inſupportable Wound to the Heart of Man. 

Nature and Fortune may make us deſpicable, but 
not inſenſible, or indifferent to ill Uſage; Habit here 
is of no Service to us; and even Virtue, which ſome- 
times ſtifles Reſentment, can never expunge the Me- 
mory of it out of our Minds. 

We don't find, that the Quality of the Perſons 
who over- ook us, is any Relief to us in theſe Cir- 
cumſtances: | 10 — — of Enemies is agree- 
able enough; but the Contempt of our greateſt 
Friends, i8 ſenfibly felt. This Uſage even from So- 
ils Frinces, is woe a bit ſofter, or better taken. 
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Whatever Power and Authority they have over us, 
we don't imagine they have any Right to deſpiſe us; 
nay when we are really Delinquents, we retain the 
ſame Opinion; and they who confeſs they deſerve 
Death for their Offences, believe they ought to ſtand 
clear of Contempt. 

Grace removes from ſeveral Perſons the Defire of 
Revenge, but confers upon very few, a Willingneſs 
for Sufferings. If ſome have defired to be little 
eſteemed for the Glory of God; I know not if many 
can be found, who love thoſe that are the Authors 
of their ill Treatment. 


MAXIM XVI. 


One Man beareth Hatred againſt another, and 
doth he Jeek Pardon of the Lord? FE.cclus 28.3. 


PARAPHRASE. 


DursT he, who machinates Miſchief againſt his 
Neighbour,ask Bleſſings, and Favour at Gop's Hands? 
or can he hope for Preſervation from Heaven, who 
ſeeks the Deſtruction of his Fellow- Creatures? 

Vain Man would be angry, and yet beſeeches Gop 
to be appeaſed ! He who is but Fleſh and Corruption 
would puniſh the Faults of his Brethren; and begs 
of Gop, who is infinite Holineſs, that he would over- 
look, and bear with his! What Pretenſion, what Hope 
is this? 


REFLECTION. 


To allay the Uneaſineſs that reproachful Words 
occaſion, or the Injuſtice that others do you, medi- 
tate 
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tate often upon the following undoubted Truth : 

That of all Sorts of Injuſtice, the two greateſt are; 
Firſt, That you ſhould offend Gop; Secondly, That 
you ſhould take it ſo heinouſly to be offended your- 
ſelf, as to be always reſenting and complaining of your 
ill Uſage. | 

When you have any Difference with another, you 
go immediately and tell the Affair to your Friends, 
and ask them, if they don't think, that you have real 
Injuſtice done you, and that you ought to revenge 
yourſelf? you give a great many Reaſons; you ma- 
nage your own Cauſe ſo well; that every Body owns, 
and anſwers you, that you are in the Right. 

But if you would know better how to come at 
the Truth, tell them all; and relate ingenuouſly what 
your own Conſcience is ſenfible of, with Relation to 
thoſe grievous Crimes, and Ingratitude, that you 
have been guilty of toward Gop; and then every 
Body will tell you, that you deſerve a great deal 
more Puniſhment and Contempt, than you have ever 
yet experienced. | | 

Upon any Quarrel, or Law-Suit, you defire to know, 
if you ought to ruine the Perſon, whom GoD has 
made his Inſtrument topuniſh your enormous Crimes? 
tho' the Chaſtifement is by no means anſwerable to 
your Delinquency. 

Take the Matter into your ſerious Conſideration ; 
examine it on all Sides; and I dare leave the Deter- 
mination of the Queſtion, to your own-ſelFf. 
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MAXIM XVII. 


Abftain from Strife, and thou ſhalt diminiſh thy 
Hue. Ecclus 28.8. 


PARAPHRASE. 


Pur an End as ſoon as you can to your Law-Suits, 
and you'l cut off the Occaſion of much Sin. To pro- 
ſecute a Relation; to enrich your Counſel and _ 
ple you know nothing of; to ruin your Family; to 
encreaſe Uneaſineſs, to multiply Failings, and looſe 
Heaven; is generally all you get, by going to Law 
with one another. 

There- is no Quarrel but what may be made up, 
by ſoft Meaſures, and a little mutual Civility; and 

any Sort of Compoſition, is preferable to the great- 
eſt Victories of the Bar, or all the Triumphs that 
proud Perſons cyoy upon the Conqueſt of their Ad- 
verſaries. 

REFLECTION. 


Live peaceably with all Men; eftabliſh your Hap- 
pineſs up ach a Foundation, that nothing may be 
able to —— you, or oblige you to become 
Plaintiff, or Defendant in any Cauſe. Tis not ſo ho- 
nourable to ſubdue, as to have no Enemies. The 
moſt outragious of Mortals, and even Beaſts are ca- 
pable of the firſt Part of the Diviſion: but none but 
Men of the moſt divine and heavenly Tempers, of 
the latter. 

But if we are ſo unfortunate as to have Enemies, 
let us aſſure ourſelves, that it is leſs glorious to un- 

do f 
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do them, than to ſoften their Reſentments; and let 
us rather employ thoſe Pains we are at to gain a 
Verdict, to obtain their Affections. N 
Never let us endeavour to ruine them, let us aim 
at a more illuſtrious Conqueſt; I mean, in forcing 
them to love us, in ſpight of themſelves, and to be 
ſorry for ever having diſobliged us. 

Let us force Repentance into their Conſciences, 
and make them ſenſible by the good Offices we do 
them, that we are really amiable: Nay that we were 
worthy even of their beſt Affections, when they did 
us the greateſt Injuries. b 
If we would ſpeak kindly and reſpectfully, and en. 
deavour to make them relent by an officious and ob- 
liging Carriage, we ſnould force them to own, they 
were in the Wrong to miſuſe us; and this Confeſſion. 
is the moſt ſignal Victory, and the moſt honourable 
Amend that a Gentleman can defire. | 
In ſhort; we are obliged toextinguiſhin our Breaſts 
all Sorts of Enmity, and Defire of Reyenge. 

By the Law of Nature, which has given us no 
other Weapons, nor no ether Means to conquer other 
Men with, but Love. | 

By the Law of the Gospel, which has given us 
this Precept, and has made it an indiſpenſable Com- 
mandment. | | 
By the Law of Gop-Man, who has given us as 
Example. | | 

By the Law of the Creator, who has determined 
that Man ſhould be altogether 4 lively Repreſenta- 
tive of his infinite and unbounded Charity. 


By the Law of Paradiſe; over the Gate of which, 
it 
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it is written, that no one ſball enter there, who has 
a Heart filled with Rancour, or Hatred. 

Our own Intereſts oblige equally with theſe Con- 
ſiderations: and we may depend upon it, there is no 
Enemy ſo cowardly, or pufillanimous, who has not 
the Will to do Miſchief; nor ſo weak or ſo ignorant, 
that knows not how, or wants Addreſs, or Cunning, 
to find proper Occaſions ſome-time or other, of putt- 
ing his wicked Deſigns in Execution. 


THE END Or TRE FigsT VoLUME. 


Cc THE 


